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Work continues through the valley of the shadow of COVID­19 variants
While we may no longer often see fellow colleagues on the office corridors, it is important to note that a lot of work continues on virtual platforms. What is comforting as we work through the valley of the shadow of COVID‑19 variants, is that getting vaccinated against COVID‑19 has since become easier in many parts of the country. The WorxNews team would like to take this opportunity to remind all DPWI staff members of the easy steps to getting vaccinated. Check these easy steps in this copy, as well as answers to a few burning questions regarding vaccine.On another note, the Ministry has been all over the country assessing progress at some of the infrastructure projects that were gazetted as SIPs, as part of the Infrastructure Investment Plan approved by Cabinet on 27 May 2020. In this issue, you will read more about some of these oversight  visits.  The  Gender  unit  has  also  partnered  with  a  sister‑department  and  other stakeholders to equip emerging women contractors with valuable information and skills, as part of Women's Month commemorations. As  the Professional  Services Branch continues  to note  successful professional  registrations among DPWI's young professionals, we will introduce you to two more young professionals who have obtained  their  professional  status  through  the  Young Professionals  Programme. Along the same breath, you will also read about a colleague who persevered and achieved a Master's degree while juggling work and home responsibilities.Colleagues  will  remember  a  recent  survey  that  we  all  had  to  complete  in  order  for  the Department to ascertain the current organisational culture. This as part of an initiative that seeks  to  revitalise  the  Batho‑Pele  principles  among  staff  to  ensure  that  the  Department improves on its services. In this issue of WorxNews, we also feature a poster on this initiative in one of our official languages as we've been promoting multilingualism throughout the Heritage Month.In closing, the WorxNews team appeals to all employees to identify information and stories worth  sharing  about  themselves,  their  units  and  departmental  projects  –  in  an  effort  to enhance information flow within the Department. Thank you and enjoy the reading! 

Welcome to another issue of WorxNews, bringing you some of the activities that the Ministry and Departmental units have engaged in recently. The articles in this copy bear testimony that work continues despite the unstable environment,  wherein one minute ‑ the rate of COVID‑19 infections stabilises leading to the relaxing of lockdown regulations and the next ‑ a new variant is detected and pushes infections up, forcing us back to tighter regulations in order to better curb the spread. 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One of the beneficiaries, Nokuthula Nkabinde, a mother of two children, told the WorxNews reporter that she was happy that she finally had a home.“Before getting my own place,  I was struggling, renting a shack which was very small and could not accommodate all of us. One of my kids was staying with relatives," she said.

The  City  of  Johannesburg  and  its  appointed  contractors  are implementing  the  development,  as  the  project  is  being implemented in 10 phases over a number of years up to 2029.The  oversight  visit  forms  part  of  Minister  De  Lille's  duties  to monitor progress of the 62 projects which were gazetted as SIPs, as part of the Infrastructure Investment Plan approved by Cabinet on 27 May 2020.

To  date,  1  319  housing  units  of  various  typologies  have  been completed and are occupied and around 2 093 housing units of varying typologies are currently under construction.

Minister De Lille said the main objective of the Lufhereng Project was to address the housing waiting list of people living in informal settlements or backyard dwellings in Soweto. She said Lufhereng would be a destination of choice where families of various income levels and new homeowners would settle and obtain security of title to provide a safe and secure environment for their families.

The Lufhereng project is located within the City of Johannesburg, to the west of Soweto and was classified as a mega housing project on 2000 hectares of land secured by the City of Johannesburg for the western expansion of Soweto. The project has the capacity to accommodate over 30 000 households in a wide variety of housing typologies and land tenure options.

She was accompanied to  the project by her Deputy Ms Noxolo Kiviet,  Head  of  Infrastructure  Investment  in  the  Presidency  Dr Kgosientsho Ramokgopa, Gauteng MEC for Human Settlements Urban Planning, Co‑Operative Governance and Traditional Affairs Lebogang  Maile  and  MEC  for  Infrastructure  Development Tasneem Motara,  the Mayoral  Committee Member  for Human Settlements  in  the  City  of  Johannesburg,  Councillor  Mlungisi Mabaso  and  the  two  councillors  for  the  area,  councillors  Elliot Sithole and Theo Dhlamini.Speaking  during  the  site  visit,  Minister  De  Lille  said  she  was pleased with the pace of the project and glad to see some of the units being occupied by residents.

Public Works and Infrastructure (DPWI) Minister Patricia De Lille in her  capacity  as  Chairperson  of  the  Presidential  Infrastructure Coordinating  Commission  (PICC)  Secretariat  conducted  an oversight  visit  of  the  integrated  Lufhereng Human  Settlements development  in  Soweto,  Gauteng  ‑  to  view  progress  on  the project.
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MINISTER PATRICIA DE LILLE ZOOMS INTO INTEGRATED LUFHERENG HUMAN SETTLEMENTS DEVELOPMENT IN SOWETOBy Shudufhadzo Mudau, pictures by Thokozani Ngema



By: Thokozani Ngema, picture by Shudufhadzo Mudau
MINISTER DE LILLE SAYS THE N3 ROAD UPGRADE PROJECT IS ALREADY BRINGING SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC BENEFITS

Minister De Lille stressed how the importance of decent roads and infrastructure cannot be over emphasised. “I was pleased to listen to and see the progress on site first hand. Our roads are important carriers ensuring that people can get to work safely while also ensuring  that economic goods can be  transported safely and efficiently. “This  project  is  one  of  many  which  demonstrates  the Infrastructure Investment Plan in action and brings to life the objectives of the Economic Reconstruction and Recovery Plan (ERRP)  to  reignite  our  economy  and  assist  the  struggling construction  sector  and  provide  much  needed  jobs  for  our people,” the Minister explained.She revealed that over the next few weeks, she would be visiting more of the SIPs that are in construction in various provinces, to demonstrate government's investment in infrastructure, which in turn creates the crowding‑in effect by the private sector.

"We are incredibly proud of the good work done by SANRAL and the National Department of Transport in implementing the N3 Cato Ridge development which will bring much needed relief to the traffic congestion on this national road. The N3 carries the country's logistics economy and is an essential economic driver in  the  province  of  KwaZulu‑Natal,”  said  Dr  Kgosientsho Ramokgopa.

The  two  sections  of  the  road  currently  being  upgraded  are divided  into  two  contracts  and  the  work  is  already  bringing significant  benefit  through  Small,  Medium  and  Micro Enterprises (SMME) empowerment and job creation. Currently, 248 people are employed on  site of which 148 are  from  the Mkhambathini  and  Msunduzi  local  municipality  areas.  The number of employees  is expected to  increase to 450  in 2022 with a total of R103 million to be spent on local labour.The project will see much needed road expansion and upgrades to  the  N3  between  Cato  Ridge  and  Dardanelles  as  well  as between Dardanelles and Lynnfield. The upgrade will improve the current 4 lane to 8 lane dual carriageway over a distance of 

6.4k.  This  will  reduce  turn‑around  times  for  freight‑carrying vehicles as well as shorten the travel time between Durban and Johannesburg. 

Implemented by the Department of Transport and the South African National Roads Agency (SANRAL), the N3 development comprises  two  projects  and  spans  over  the  next  six  to  eight years and includes 14 packages estimated to be in excess of R20 billion. 

Public Works and Infrastructure Minister Patricia De Lille with the  Head  of  Infrastructure  Investment  in  the  Presidency  Dr Kgosientsho  Ramokgopa  on  19  August  2019  conducted  an oversight visit to the N3 road upgrade projects in KwaZulu‑Natal, to assess progress and receive updates from the project team on these important projects.The visit forms part of the minister's duties to monitor progress of the 62 Projects which were gazetted as Strategic Integrated Projects (SIPs). This as part of the Infrastructure Investment Plan approved by Cabinet on 27 May 2020.
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Ms  Athenkosi  Sihlahla  is  a  Professional  Landscape  Architect  (PrLArch) stationed at Head Office. She is one of the DPWI's young professionals who have  obtained  professional  status  through  the  Young  Professionals Programme.    She says in order to obtain her professional registration, she had to study for  a  3‑year  National  Diploma  in  Landscape  Technology  at  the  Cape Peninsula  University  of  Technology.  Thereafter  she  studied  for  an additional  year  towards  her  B‑Tech  in  Landscape  Technology  at  the 

Tshwane University of Technology. Once completed, she then registered with the South African Council for the Landscape Architectural Profession (SACLAP) as a Candidate Landscape Technologist. “In 2016 I was in a one‑year internship programme with DPWI, where I worked as a Candidate Landscape Technologist.  A year later, I went back to the university to study towards my Master's degree with the University of Cape  Town.  While  doing  my  final  year  of  my  Master's  degree,  I  was fortunate enough to get a job at one of the Landscape Architectural firms, where I worked for a year and 6 months. “After registering with SACLAP, I obtained the required points in the five core competency categories to be eligible to apply for the registration of professional  landscape  architect.  Upon  completion  of  the  required hours/points,  I  submitted  the  necessary  reports  for  assessment  of my professional  competence.  I  applied  through  the  special  dispensation registration, which only required academic qualifications and a minimum of 2 years‑experience (demonstrated through a Portfolio and Logbook),” explains Ms Sihlahla.  She says being professionally registered with SACLAP means that she has reached the acceptable competency level of professionalism and that she now qualifies for better positions in the field. She now has obtained the necessary skills and knowledge to lead projects independently and sign off drawings  without  a  mentor.  “With  my  professional  registration,  I  am eligible  to  open  my  own  landscape  architectural  firm,”  she  further expressed. 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DPWI’S YOUNG PROFESSIONALS WHO HAVE RECENTLY OBTAINED PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION

In  2019,  Mr  Sithole  registered  with  the  South  African  Council  for  the Landscape Architectural Profession (SACLAP), where he underwent two years of training alongside a professionally registered Landscape Architect, who  was  a  mentor  and  supervisor  to  him.    Upon  completion  of  the required work exposure within the two years, he applied for the Landscape Architect Special Dispensation Registration. This process required that he provide a portfolio which could afford evidence that he had covered all core competencies required from a Professional Landscape Architect.  “Being professionally registered to me means I am a competent individual in  my  profession  and  I'll  be  held  liable  and  accountable  for  all  work provided under my capacity as a Professional Landscape Architect. I will still be required to acquire continuous development within the profession and I'll be required to uphold council standards with all work produced. Registration to council also offers peace of mind to clients as they would expect council standards in all work completed by a professional member,” he says. “With my professional registration I can apply for a position at a higher level  that  offers  job  security  as  companies  tend  to  require  registration when  hiring.  Affiliation  with  the  council  also  offers  some  form  of advertisement to clients as one is  listed on the council's web page as a registered member.  Currently,  there  are  a  number  of  countries  across Africa that recognise our professional registration,” he concludes.

Mr Lunga Sithole is a Professional Landscape Architect (PrLArch) stationed at Head Office. He  is one of  the DPWI's young professionals who have obtained professional status through the Young Professionals Programme.    His  journey  to  obtaining  professional  registration  came  after  he  had completed  six  years  of  tertiary  education  and  three  years  of  practical experience.  His journey started when he enrolled with the Cape Peninsula University  of  Technology  where  he  completed  a  National  Diploma  in Landscape Technology, and  followed with a B‑Tech degree  in  the  same field. “Thereafter I attended a month long 'Introduction to Spatial Design 

Studio' course at the University of Cape Town, which lead to my acceptance to their two year long Master of Landscape Architecture program that I completed within the years 2017 to 2018,” he said. Lunga Sithole, PrLArch

Athenkosi Sihlahla, PrLArch
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The Department of Public Works and Infrastructure's Gender unit  partnered  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Land Reform  and  Rural  Development  (DALRRD)  to  host  emerging women contractors and emerging women farmers for technical skills in KwaZulu‑Natal (KZN) and the Eastern Cape, respec�vely.The  training  was  conducted  by  the  Na�onal  Home  Builders Registra�on  Council  (NHBRC)  at  the  Ray  Nkonyeni  Council Chambers in Port Shepstone on the KZN South Coast and at the Carnegie  Hall  in  Gonube  East  London  from  31  August  to  3 September 2021.The  training  was  aimed  at  providing  the  women  with founda�on  informa�on  and  basic  technical  skills  to  enable them  to  navigate  their  way  in  their  chosen  industries.  The training provided  the women with  informa�on on  the DPWI economic empowerment programmes, as well as  the Supply Chain Management processes. Other objec�ves of the training included crea�ng a viable environment for the par�cipa�on of designated  groups  in  the  EPWP  Enterprise  Development, Vuk'uphile and emerging contractor Learnership Programme, as  well  as  capacita�ng  the  designated  groups  on  business processes.  During  the  sessions,  the  emerging women  contractors were able to raise some of the frustra�ons they encountered in their field of work. The training formed part of the Women's Month commemora�ons.“As women in this industry, we need to stop emerging at some point,  and  finally  claim  our  posi�on  and  take  on  equal opportuni�es in what is usually labelled as a male‑dominated 

industry,” said Gender unit's Chief Director, Rev Naledi Stemela while opening the training for the emerging women contractors in Port Shepstone.Ms  Thobeka  Klaas  from  the  KwaZulu‑Natal  Provincial Department of Public Works highlighted that there was a need to  bring  women  to  the  centre  of  the  economy  and  society through socio‑economic ac�vi�es. She said in order to develop women,  the  Department  had  aligned  its  ini�a�ves  with  the Millennium Development Goals, five Na�onal priori�es and the 12 outcomes of Government Programme of Ac�on to ensure gender mainstreaming actually happens. Over and above the presenta�on, the Provincial Public Works secured the venue for the training and played a crucial role in the coordina�on of the event. One of  the women who a�ended  the  training, Ms Phumeza Kate from IIinge Lethu Bafazi said the training was a posi�ve step taken by the Department. “We are full of excitement and pride, we regard this as one of the correc�ve measures by the Government to bridge the inequality gaps and we hope we can be part of a project that can be piloted in the near future. If this can  happen,  we  can  be  assured  that  we  have  started somewhere,” said Ms Kate.A�er  comple�ng  the  training,  all  the women were  awarded with cer�ficates from the Na�onal Home Builders Registra�on Council. The NHBRC provided the training free of charge. Going forward, a database of  the  trainees will be developed and a collabora�ve empowerment project established, as a pilot.

DPWI EQUIPS EMERGING WOMEN CONTRACTORS WITH VALUABLE TECHNICAL SKILLSArticle and pictures by: Thokozani Ngema and Tshuluzi Nkoana
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She arranged  for me  to do my prac�cals  in  the Town and Regional Planning  sec�on  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and Infrastructure. She's really a great person to work with. She advised me career‑wise on several occasions and her advice was very helpful as it paved a direc�on for me. I've really enjoyed the opportunity to get to know and work close to her. I've nothing much to offer her but a thank you note. My road to obtaining my postgraduate degree was not an easy one. Only pa�ence was the master towards success.

On the 3rd of September in 2019, I went for the gradua�on ceremony of my Master of Town and Regional Planning. I felt so humbled when I saw Deputy Minister Noxolo Kiviet, MP in the gradua�on hall and when they announced her name in the dignitaries list. Since her appointment in Department  in 2019,  the Deputy Minister has helped  review my career  goals  upon  discovering  my  academic  ambi�ons.  She recommended the strategies for achieving my goals and I no�ced her role as that of a true leader, not of a boss. 

The lady introduced herself as Thendo Mato�, working for the Town Planning services of the Na�onal Department of Public Works and she discouraged me  from  qui�ng.  She  gave me  all  of  her  latest  study material the following day and encouraged me to con�nue with my studies. She even invited me to her place to assist me when we were about to write exams and provided me with more study material for revision. I'm grateful to Thendo Mato� for a major role she played in my studies. 

Along the way in mid‑2017, I felt the work and family pressure were enough to put a strain on me.  I remember one day during break at University, I was si�ng quietly alone outside having a lone chat in my mind and I was greeted by an unknown lady who told me she knows me and she frequently met me at the passages of the Department of Public Works. On that day, I was about to take a major decision of cancelling the studies as I was feeling the pressure. I introduced myself and told this lady that I wanted to quit my studies because I felt that as I was coming from an administra�on environment in the Ministry, this could disadvantage me in class. 

I am Tlou Jane Modiba, formerly known as Tlou Jane Kgomo around the Head Office of the Department of Public Works & Infrastructure. Most of my colleagues call me Sesi Tlou. I'm from Juno Village in Ga‑Matlala in the Limpopo province. I joined the Public Service in April 2008 and moved to the Department of Public Works in 2012 working with the then Deputy Minister Jeremy Cronin. In  2015,  the  Department  announced  the  bursaries  for  the  2016 academic  year  and  advised  employees  to  apply.  I  took  a  risk  and applied to the University of Pretoria for a Master in Policy Studies as my 

first choice and a Master in Town and Regional Planning as my second choice. I was surprised when I found out that I was admi�ed to the faculty of Engineering for a Master in Town and Regional Planning – my second choice. A�er my registra�on,  I unfortunately  learnt that the Department took a decision not to fund the post‑graduate degrees, so since I s�ll wanted to study towards the Town and Regional Planning degree,  I paid the course fees out of my salary with the back‑up of Fundi study loan. Juggling studies and work was really difficult, but with the assistance of my colleagues in the then Minister Thulas Nxesi's office, together with the DG's team, I managed to push forward. Colleagues like Maphefo Mbatha,  Nosizwe  Waqu  and  Emma  Modiba,  Maxwell  Sikhwari, Mamikie Phiri, Bathabile Malope and Uncle Jones were some of my pillars. There were �mes where I would go to the Deputy Minister's office  to  greet  him  and  he  would  ask  me  how  the  class  was  and requested to see the things that were challenging me in class to assist. I'm grateful to former Deputy Minister Mr Jeremy Cronin for his total understanding. He didn't block my way regardless of the busy schedule of his office. I would squeeze studying later during work days and I was also studying during the weekends. On Fridays, I would arrive home from  work,  do  the  washing  and  prepare  food  for  the  family.  On Saturday mornings, I'd wake up to hang the washing to dry and prepare myself  to  come  to  the  Department  to  study  in  the  peaceful environment. 

While some cannot begin to figure out how they can successfully juggle work, taking care of a home and school work; Ms Tlou Modiba who is a Recep�onist in the office of the Deputy Minister in the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure, is celebra�ng her decision to pursue a postgraduate degree, while maintaining an 8‑to‑5 job.Ms Modiba says while she has walked a difficult road academically, she has learnt that if you really want to achieve your goals ‑ pa�ence is key and that giving up is not an op�on. She has added that it is important to also speak to people who help mo�vate you whenever the journey gets tough. She says she celebrates every win along her way, but is mindful of  the  fact  that  educa�on  is  a  con�nuous  mission.  A WorxNews reporter spoke to Ms Tlou who takes us through her journey.

“NEVER GIVE UP ON YOUR DREAMS,” SAYS A DPWI DEPUTY MINISTER'S RECEPTIONIST WHO HAS OBTAINED HER MASTER’S IN TOWN AND REGIONAL PLANNING By: Tshuluzi Nkoana
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The EPWP programme is a meaningful contributor to current household incomes of unemployed people, and especially the youth, women and people with disabili�es. My mo�o is “If you have a passion for your work, you never have to work a day in your life”. When things are not going as you want, you just have to keep trying and trying. Never let obstacles ruin your goals, let them serve as a mo�vator to you un�l you reach your goal.”

The 9th of September 2017 will be memorable for me, because on  that  day  I  signed  a  contract  for  a  permanent  job  with Drakenstein Municipality. Being on  the EPWP gave me hope and my dream of ge�ng a permanent job to provide for my family  came  true.  Thanks  to  Mrs.  Lorensia  Thomas  and Drakenstein Municipality who believed in me. 

I  received  a  Cer�ficate  of  Excellence  and  that  was  a  great achievement  for me,  because  someone  saw  the work  I was doing for the community. I received on the job training and in return used my skills to contribute towards the up‑li�ing of the community and to deliver excellent library services.

I felt my job descrip�on was so unimagina�ve and I expanded my  services  to  crea�ve  classes,  training  for  the  youth  and everything I saw that the community might need. I was willing to help with everything, and some would say; “I will never break my  back  for  EPWP‑money”  and  I would  always  say;  “where there is a will, there is a way.” 

Every �me a new post opened, I applied and got as far as two interviews but was unsuccessful both �mes. Because of that, it drove me to do be�er at my job.

A�er  my  mentorship,  Library  Services  offered  me  a  job  at Hermon Library. For 2 years, I was on an EPWP contract. My money  was  just  for  travelling  expenses,  not  once  did  my husband say I must quit the job because he saw the passion in my  eyes  whenever  I  spoke  about  the  community  and  the children. 

They worked shi�s, I could not say no because I knew my heart was in the right place and I had found my passion. At 4 o'clock in the morning I would stand up no ma�er the rain, darkness or wind to catch the 5:30 train, arriving at Wellington sta�on at 6 o'clock and then the half hour walk to the library. When the shi� is over I would walk and by the �me I get at the sta�on the train would be gone, and for a week I hiked. The latest  I  ever  got  home,  was  10  o'clock  and  not  once  did  I complain. Through my determina�on and the hunger for my passion, I never gave up.

A former Expanded Public Works Programme beneficiary says she always acknowledges the fact that the much needed skills she  gained  through  the  EPWP  were  a  stepping  stone  to  a permanent job that she has.Ms Hildegard Adonis from Gouda a village that is 37km south of Porterville in the Cape Winelands District Municipality in the Western Cape province, says a�er comple�ng Grade 12, she worked in factories and on farms. Determined not to remain jobless  a�er  the  liquida�on  of  a  steering wheel  factory  she worked  for,  she began selling second‑hand clothes, however she was soon without an income and ended up staying at her husband's home.She says she, her husband and her son eventually moved into a rented home in Gouda and she relied on her husband's income. Here,  she  explains  her  journey:  “Unemployed  and direc�onless,  I  went  to  the  Gouda  Library  and  asked  for volunteer work; the staff did not hesitate and received me with open arms. Andrid Pieters and Camille Lewis trained me in the basics and Gouda Library became like a second home for me. A�er volunteering for a year, I was offered an EPWP contract by the Drakenstein Library Services ‑ under the mentorship of the Wellington Library. 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