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Farewell to our Senior Editor Welcome  to  this  year's  last  copy of WorxNews. We open  this  issue with  an article on  the handing over of yet another bridge to a community in KwaZulu‑Natal, where Minister Patricia de Lille revealed that these bridges bring life‑saving infrastructure to communities who need it most. When you go through the copy, you will also read about the Department’s commitment to continue to develop scarce  skills in our country.Also read about how the Department is planning to help DPWI bursary holders cope  with the transition from secondary school to tertiary life. The profile of a DPWI colleague who moved from Cleaner to Supply Chain Management Degree graduate, as well as the article on the 16 Days of Activism for No Violence against Women and Children campaign are also pieces of information you will engage with in the current issue of WorxNews. Also read, in this copy, the short stories by some of the Heritage Day story writing competition winners, written in various official South African languages.With this issue, the current WorxNews Editor Mr Petrus Sibiya ends his long term with the official newsletter of the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure. The Chief Directorate: Communications and Marketing is grateful to Mr Sibiya for his enormous contribution to this publication. He is the finest editor with whom anyone could ever hope to work. He had the foresight, the imagination and was a source of a number of ideas that helped improve this newsletter.He is an accomplished communicator who combined a deep knowledge of his area of specialty with  strong  editorial  skills  and  an  abundance  of  common  sense.  He  was  dependable, competent and his attention to detail helped the WorxNews function smoothly. Thank you for sharing your skills and wisdom Mr Sibiya. Your departure is bittersweet. A bitter pill for us who lose you as a manager/colleague and a sweet one for everyone you’ll encounter as you move on. Although your absence will most certainly be felt, we would like to wish you the fondest of farewells. We hope your next chapter is a great one.The WorxNews team would like to also wish all other colleagues who plan to embark on new paths, many moments of happiness and success. Stay safe colleagues. Remember that even when you are vaccinated against COVID19, you still need to wear your mask at all times in public spaces; wash your hands often with soap and water or use an alcohol‑based hand sanitiser. If you are indoors or using public transport, keep the windows open for fresh air. Continue with social distancing in workplaces and at events. We wish you a safe and joyful festive season despite these difficult times. The sacrifices you have made this year to serve South Africans, were worth it. May this holiday season be a time for you to rest and reflect on all that you have achieved.Thank you and enjoy the reading!
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The Mona community  in Ndwedwe, north of Durban, finally has a bridge to help them cross the local river and safely access amenities.  The  bridge,  installed  as  part  of  the Welisizwe Programme  was  handed  over  to  the  community  by  Public Works  and  Infrastructure  Minister  Patricia  de  Lille  and KwaZulu‑Natal (KZN) MEC for Transport Peggy Nkonyeni on 29 November 2021.Head of Infrastructure South Africa Dr Kgosientsho Ramokgopa and Ndwedwe Local Municipality Mayor Cllr Mzamo Mfeka are among officials who were at the handing over event.The KwaZulu‑Natal Department of Transport committed funds for  the  installation  of  14  bridges  in  KZN  based  on  the  cost estimates  that  were  provided  by  the  Department  of  Public Works  and  Infrastructure  and  the  South  African  National Defence Force. Eleven (11) out of the 14 bridges have now been installed.Speaking at the event, Minister de Lille said the remaining 3 bridges to be completed are between 50% and 70% complete. She urged all stakeholders involved in the installation of these bridges to move with haste in order to complete the remaining bridges  in  the  province,  to  ensure  that  the  remaining communities who need this life‑saving infrastructure, get it.Before  officially  opening  the Mona  Bridge, Minister  de  Lille visited  Inanda  Police  Station  in  KwaZulu‑Natal  where  she 

viewed  the  anti‑Gender  Based  Violence  &  Femicide  (GBVF) billboards recently installed by the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure. The placement of these billboards is part of government's  communication  efforts  to  reaffirm  its  stance against  the  killing  and  hurting  of women  and  children.  The Minister  said  these  billboards  publicise  the  number  of  the national  GBVF  command  centre  that  victims  can  call  to  get help.For assistance and counselling on GBVF matters, call the GBV Command Centre on 0800 428 428. Callers can also request a Social Worker from the Command Centre to contact them by dialling *120*7867#  (free)  from any cell phone. Report  to a local police station or call the toll‑free Crime Stop number on 086 00 10111.Minister de Lille also revealed that during the joint sitting in the National  Assembly  on  18  September  2019,  she  made  a commitment that the DPWI would allocate unoccupied state‑owned properties  for service delivery purpose, especially  to provide shelter to victims of Gender‑Based Violence. She said so far, DPWI has made available 12 properties for shelters for GBV victims, 6 of these shelters are in Gauteng and 6 are in the Western Cape.
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MINISTER DE LILLE URGES STAKEHOLDERS TO MOVE 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REMAINING 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PROVINCEby Thokozani Ngema, pictures By Thokozani Ngema, Shudufhadzo Mudau and Bukiwe Cimela



THE DPWI CONTINUES TO DEVELOP SCARCE SKILLS IN KIMBERLEYby Shudufhadzo Mudau
Fifty‑five (55) young people in Kimberley in the Northern Cape are  being  trained  in  various  artisan  trades,  thanks  to  the Department  of  Public  Works  and  Infrastructure's  (DPWI) mission to continue to help develop scarce skills in South Africa.The Department's Professional Services branch recently hosted the  Progress  Monitoring  Session  for  the  Apprenticeship Programme  in  Kimberley.  Thirty‑five  (35)  of  the  55  trainees enrolled into the 3‑year‑programme are young women. The programme is being run across the country to address the shortage of qualified artisans  such as electricians, plumbers, carpenters and professional painters, among others. At the end of their training, the apprentices will take a trade test practical final exam before becoming qualified artisans.Professional  Services  Acting  Director  Donald  Baikgaki  has emphasized that the 55 trainees are not the first group to be taken  under  the  programme.  “The  programme  has  been running  smoothly  for  some  years  now,  and  we  have  been producing qualified artisans in different fields. Some of them are being absorbed by the Department and some are holding management positions as  I am talking  today, not only  in  the Department  of  Public  Works  and  Infrastructure,  but  also  in other  government  departments  and  in  the  private  sector,” explains Baikgaki.

One  of  the  trainees  who  is  learning  carpentry  skills,  Lesedi Mokgoro said she was grateful for the opportunity given to her by the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure. She has added;  “I  can  proudly  say  the  Department  is  one  of  those departments that are reviving hope to the hopeless youth of South Africa and I will make sure that I complete this training in record time so that while I save money for the Department, I'm also opening up space for those who will be coming into the programme after me.”A  trainee under Electrical  Engineering Tidimalo Matsipa  said the content of this programme is one of the best because they learn theory first in order to revive what they had studied at school and thereafter go for practical sessions. “Since I became part of this programme, I've realized that the things I thought I couldn't do as a woman in this field are easier than I had initially thought. I want to encourage the youth of this country not to look down upon colleges because with the skills gained from such institutions, it is easy to be self‑employed,” said Tidimalo.Chief Director Professional Services Ms Vangile Manzini gave the  trainees words  of  encouragement  and wished  them  the best in their training programme. 5



The Department of Public Works and  Infrastructure has established the Buddy Program, aimed at closely monitoring and providing the necessary support  to  DPWI  bursary  holders  at  different  institutions  across  the country. This as the Department has noted a lack of interactive support for 1st year students leading to some learners asking for help when it is too late. The  common  challenges  that  DPWI  bursary  holders  face  in  different institutions  include  adapting  to  a  new  environment,  managing  their finances, managing their time and handling pressure. Other students have also  dealt  with  challenges  related  to  accommodation,  allowances  and textbooks' budget.Chairperson of the Buddy Program Mr Khensane Kwala is the Candidate Construction Project Manager at the Johannesburg Regional Office and the 

Deputy Chairperson Ms Athenkosi Njoba is a Professional Architect based at the Cape Town Regional Office. Kwala and Njoba are both former DPWI bursary holders who will now check how  the  new  DPWI  bursary  holders  are  coping  or  adapting  with  the challenges in their tertiary academic journey.Some of the proposed interventions that the Buddy Program will look into include student‑to‑student team link up e.g. linking 2nd year or 3rd year students with the new students (DPWI bursary holders), establishing more review and feedback from the Departmental side, setting up more sessions with mental health practitioners and increasing of textbooks allowances. 6
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“‘Whoever  you  are,  whatever  you  are,  whatever  you've  been through, it's never too late to start over’ – I quote from American Author Joyce Meyer. I am grateful to God for enabling me to finish this course, though it was not an easy journey, to be a working mom and be a part‑�–[me  student,  I  feel  so honoured,  favoured and blessed to have accomplished this milestone.”Ms  Sarah  Raisibe  Letlere,  a  former  Cleaner,  now  working  as  a Procurement  Clerk  from  Polokwane  Regional  Office  has  just graduated with a Bachelor  in  Supply Chain Management.  Sarah takes  us  through  her  journey.  “I  was  born  in  a  village  of  Ga‑Mmalepetleke, in Limpopo. I am a single mother of two children, aged  18  and  23.    I  completed  my  matric  in  1992  at  Alfred  B Makapane Secondary School. “My  dream was  to  further my  studies  and  become  a  qualified teacher,  however,  due  to financial  constraints,  I  had  to  look  for 

other means of survival. I found a job at a shoe‑making company as a shoe‑maker, immediately a�er comple�ng my matric. I later got a job  as  a  dress‑maker  and worked  for  the  company which  later liquidated.“In 2003, I started working for the Department of Public Works as a Cleaner, sta�oned at Modimolle Magistrate's Office and was later transferred to Mookgophong Magistrate's Office in 2006, where I con�nued working as a Cleaner. “I  worked  as  a  Cleaner  at  the  Department  un�l  2009  when  I volunteered  to  join  the  Accelerated  Career  Development Programme at the Polokwane Regional Office where I was placed under the Supply Chain Management Unit. I remained under the Programme un�l 2011 when I was appointed as an Admin Clerk within the SCM Unit. While working as SCM Admin Clerk, I realised that this work was more of a passion than just a job. “Seven  years  later  s�ll  under  the  programme,  the  SCM  Unit adver�sed posts  for which  I  applied, but was unfortunately not shortlisted. When  I  enquired  I was  told  that  I did not meet  the minimum  requirements  which  was  an  NQF  level  6.  I  was  so frustrated because even with my seven years of experience within SCM I could not be considered for a promo�on due to the lack of requisite educa�onal qualifica�ons. That was when our Regional HR Manager Mr  Jackie Khotsa  told me about  the Departmental bursary,  how  to  apply  for  it  and  encouraged me  to  further my studies.“I had mixed emo�ons because at the �me I was 44 years old, and I thought to myself, a degree takes 3 years so by the �me I complete I will be 47, that felt like such a long �me. But I also remembered how before this Programme, I had come to believe that I was only good enough to be a Cleaner. This Programme not only gave me an experience in office work, it gave me an opportunity to realise my capabili�es. “In 2018, I chose to enrol and started with my ter�ary educa�on. On the 30th of October 2021, I graduated with my B.Com Degree in Supply  Chain  Management.  Allow  me  to  once  more  send  my sincere  gra�tude  to Mr  Jackie  Khotsa,  and  the  former  Regional Manager  Mr  Dzivhani  who  set  me  up  for  success,  and  I  am honoured by their leadership. “This  qualifica�on  means  everything  to  me,  but  more  than anything else, it has proven that: 'where there is a will, there is a way and that only the sky is the limit'. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the Department for gran�ng me the bursary and the opportunity to enrol for the degree in B.Com SCM.   I've been postponing to study for some �me due to lack of finances, but through the bursary scheme, I was able to register and further my studies. “I  urge  all  employees  of  the  Department  to  not  lose  hope  in pursuing their studies since the Department has a bursary scheme ini�a�ve which caters for every employee within the Department. The bursary scheme has assisted me accomplish my dream, it can also assist anyone who has a dream to study. The road to success is to focus on goals rather than on obstacles.”
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CLEANER 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Heritage Day is not about the celebra�ons, it's not about par�es or the day off work.   It is about remembering who I am, where I came from and what I stand for.  It's a �me for introspec�on, a �me to look at my life and the path my family took to get to this point. My celebra�ons are very much an  internal process of remembering where I came from.  So many of us who move up the social ladder into different social strata try to forget where we came from, forget our roots, try desperately to act like we are now wealthy or different but alas,  we  must  always  remember  where  we  come  from.    That  is something to be very proud of.

My grandfather passed away when my father was only five, back  in 1937. This meant that my grandmother, a young boy and his 9 month old brother were  le� des�tute.    Back  then,  it was  impossible  for  a woman to get work, but my gran had to find work. The only work she could get was as the bookstall keeper on Salt River Sta�on.  She would have  to  get  up  at  03h30  am  to walk  to  the  bookstall  because  she couldn't afford a train �cket. She worked un�l 19h00 in the evening come rain or shine, and she never complained. Oh no, she struggled through bringing up her two sons with no help from the State or any other ins�tu�on. Both my father and his brother got work a�er school. There were no bursaries and my father being the elder, le� school in Standard 8 (now known  as  Grade  10)  to  become  an  Appren�ce  and  eventually  an Ar�san so that he could pay for his brother to get a Standard 10 and study  further  in  the medical  profession.    He  never  complained,  he worked hard.  For 40 years, he worked as an Ar�san, no promo�on, no eleva�on, nothing, he only missed one day (sick) in just over 40 years. That's remarkable.  Even when he was ill, he went to work because he had two sons of his own who he had to put through school.  And he did it without complaints, without trying to be a vic�m.  Now that is what I try to think about on Heritage Day; my humble roots and  I  pray  that  I  will  never  forget  those  roots  and  those  humble beginnings.  I am proud to be who I am and where I come from.

MEET SOME OF THE HERITAGE DAY STORY WRITING COMPETITION WINNERS AND READ THEIR STORIES Brian Stander

Bantwane ke Barolong ba gotswa Botswana, gona bjanong ba nna ko mootseng wa Ntwane  ko Dennilton,  Limpopo.  Bona ba  ka  tlase  ga Mma Kgoshi Mohlamme wa Boraro.   Polelo ya rena ga e gona go tse lesometee tsa Afrika Borwa. Bantwane re keteka bohwa bja rena ko 

Nyakwaneng koo ba gorogetseng ko teng, ke moo goleng badimo ba Bantwane.  Ngwaga  omong  le  omong  gwa  itsagala  gore  kgwedi  ya bohwa  goiwa  ko  Nyakwaneng,  dipeakanyo  tsa  thoma  go  lukiswa mathomong  a  kgwedi  ya  bohwa. Magoro  a  bantwane  a  ngwadisa batho bao batla kgonang goya ko Nyakwaneng. Ka tsatsi la bohwa dinamelwa di leba Nyakwaneng, kamoka go aparwa Sentwane, banna ka makgeswa basadi ba  thankgela    ka dintepa  le ditheto, dikgarebe ka dintepa  le makgabi gwa gahlwa ka dipheta  le metwalo. Ge go fihlwa go tshollwa maphoroma a bjala gwa begelwa badimo gore ba teng batlohlwa le bona. Ditjo eba motogo wa �ng ka ditlhodi,  diphaphatha,  semphemphe, mogodu, merogo  le  nama  ya kgomo eya hlabiwa.  Go ba le phadisano ya go reta kgoro ya gago ye e kenelang ke bana ba mengwaga ye lesome. Phadisano yengwe ke ye e kenelang ke malapa ka go apeya dijo tsa Bantwane. Ngwana o a re�lego ka bokgwari o tseya  sefoka  sa moshate  sa  sereto  sadula  gabo  gofihlela  letsatsi  la bohwa la ngwaga o latelang gomme leina la gagwe la ngwala leswikeng la dire� ko Moshate, lapa la go apeya ditjo tse botse di hweja tshelete ya go reka dijo tsa kgwedi kamoka. Ko moketeng go binwa dikosha tsa Bantwane tshatshu, gwaba le nako ya diputsiso le dikarabo ka setso sa Bantwane. Bao ba iphidisang kago rekisa  dilo  tsa  Sentwane  bahlwa  ba  rekisa  dilo  tsa  go  tshwana  le dintepa, ditheto, magogo, maswielo, mekgope, le dipheta. Ge letsatsi le phirima ba goroswa malapeng a bona.10

KETEKO YA BOHWA BA BANTWANEMuntu Mathabathe 



Ke rata go bua ka Motswana, ke gopola ko Motswana a tswang teng. Motswana mo malobeng one are ge a batla sego sa metsi a simomolola ka  go  batla  go  tswalana  kapo  go  itse  baga  bo mosetsane  pele.  Ko 

Bophuthatswana  gona  le  motse  o  mong  o  bidiwa  Marapyane  ko kgaolong ya Moretele wa bobedi. Mo motseng wa Marapyane gone gona le Mosimane a bidiwa Pule le Mosetsana a Bidiwa Mosidi.Ka  letsatsi  le  lengwe    Pule  one  a  felegetsa  dikgomo  kwa  nageng  a kopana le Mosidi   kwa nokeng, mosidi a palelwa ke go gelela metsi ka lebaka  la  gore dikgomo ele  tse  ntsi  ko  nokeng.  Pule  a mo  leba mo matlhong a utlwa a tlala lerato. Pule one a thusa Mosidi ka manontlhotlho go tlosa dikgomo, morago a ipala mabala a kgaka mo go ena.  Mosidi le ena a moleba ka monyebo go bontsha gore ona le kgatlhego. Mosidi one a leboga Pule mme a itelekela gae. Morago Pule one a kopana le Mosidi gape ebe ba bua dikgang tsa bona tsa marato. Gaufi le Noka gone gona le setlhare sa Mphuru.   Setlhare se sene se rata go jewa ke Batswana mo malobeng. Pule le Mosidi ba ne ba lemoga gore gonna mo setlhareng sa Mphuru go a ba dia botoka ke go kopanya masika a mabedi. Pule one a a�sa go gelela Mosidi Mphuru fa ba le ka fa tlase ga setlhare, gonne basimane ene ele bona ba kgonang go namela setlhare.Go ile ga diragala gore masika a mabedi a kopane ba fetsa ba utlwane ka lenyalo. Gone ga apeiwa bojalwa, �ng ga tlhabiwa kgomo lenyalo la tswelapele la �ia losika la oketsega. Lenyalo la bone lene le le monate ka ntlha ya gore ne go apeilwe dijo tsa setso kappa tsa Setswana.

MOTSWANA WEE… GA BO MOTHO GO THEBE PHATSWAMmule Mokubyane

Kusuke kusindwe ngobethole emcimbini wokubungazwa nokugujwa kosuku  lwamasiko  esigodini  sakubebhuze  ngaphansi  kwentaba uMkhambathi  maphakathi  nesifundazwe  saKwaZulu‑Natal.  Basuke bebulala  inyoka  abantu  bephuma  mbobozonke  zesifundazwe. Abadala  nabancane  bezohabula  kumancishana  owavutshelwa okhokho  besizwe  samaZulu,  kwazise  ukuhabula  kulomancishana kuyonothisa  nezizukulwane  ngolwazi  ezingenakuluphucwa  muntu. Abantu basuke bephume ngothi lwabo benyusa imihosha bebhekise amabombo  kwinxuluma  yomzi  wakwaZulu  osenhla  nesihosha. 

Abadala  nabancane  basuke  bekhiphe  ubhozo  ngemvunulo  yabo yomdabu,  kuphuma  nesinedolo  siyophakela  amehlo  ngobuhle bemvunulo yesintu lapho izintombi zibhince izigege nemizimba yazo isobala kwazise bayazigqaja ngayo.Omama  bebhince  izidwaba  nemiqulu  behlobe  ngemibalabala yobuhlalu  obuthi  ngibuke  bembethe  izinkwambu,  izindwangu ezihlotshiswe  ngezipeletu  nezinkehli  emakhanda.  Izinsizwa  zisuke zigiya  zitshakadula  kuhle  kwamankonyane  ebona  onina  nezihlangu zabo  zekhethelo,  imisiko  phela,  zivunule  ngamabheshu,  izinjobo, izikhumba zezingwe, amaqoyi namadavadi. Kusuka uthuli lwezichwe lapho  sekuqala  umcimbi  kwazise  phela  usuke  uphethwe  ichwane lesilo elisuke lithunyelwe endlunkulu.Isuke  iphekwe  ngomhluzi  wenye  esigcawini  lapho  amaqembu ahlukahlukene  engoma  esina  ededelana  kusukela  kumaskandi, izintombizomkhehlo,  omama  bejadu,  ijadu  lezinsizwa,  izinkondlo nombukiso wokutelebhela kwamahhashi ahlotshiswe ngemibalabala yesintu.  Akekho  ofuna  ukuphuthelwa  umyalezo  osuke  uphathiswe isilo  esizweni  samanyavu  kwazise  lesizwe  asiluthezi  olunenkume eSilweni.  Kubamnandi  lapho  sekwabelwanwa  khona  ngomlando onothile wesizwe samaZulu nobudlelwano bawo nezizwe ezisakhele.Uma  seliyangomtshawendoda  lapho  ilanga  seliyozilahla  kunina amabutho ahaya ingoma akhuphukele ebaleni ukuyokwehlisa izintuli kwazise lisuke likhipha umkhovu etsheni ilanga bengazange bakuthi mbibi  okuya  ngasethunjini  usuku  lonke.  Kusuke  sekufinywa ngendololwaneke  lapho  kudliwa  ukudla  kwesintu  ngibala  wena sigwamba,  mpontshane,  sijingi,  mcaba,  amadumbe,  ubhatata, isigwaqane,  incumbe,  umcuku  inyama  namadombolo,  kuphuzwe wena mahewu, umqombothi, umdokwe nakokonke ukudla kwesintu okusuke kuvumile ngalesosikhathi.Kubuhlungu  masekuhlukwana  kwazise  abanye  basuke  sebezakhele ubuhlobo nabantu abavela kundawo ngezindawo, abanye sebeqashe nezintombi. Umnotho kaZulu usemasikweni.11

UKUBUNGAZWA KOSUKU LOMGUBHO WAMASIKO EMANYAVINISibonelo Xulu



Letsatsi la rona Ma‑Afrika borwa le re ipelang ka lona, Boswa ke borona re  bo filwe  ke  badimo ba  rona. Naga  ya  rona  e  nnone  ka  ditso  tsa maleme a farologaneng. Ga re makale ditšhaba tse dingwe di ithuta go tswa mo go lona. Kgabo ya letsatsi, ka mebala ya meaparo ya ditso tsa rona tse di farologaneng, mebala ya tsona e tswanang le ya dirurubele di fofa di itumeletse monyo wa pula ya letlhabula, bangwe ba apere 

makgabe,  diope. Maoparo  nkwe  le  bone  ba  a  feletse  ka matlalo  a diphologolo.  Go  utlwala  dipoko,  diharepa  tsa  ditso,  dipina, meduduetsa e ile magoletsa ele Aree… Aree…Dikgosi  tsona  di  rena,  di  tlotlomadiwa  go  ya  ka  direto  tsa  bone. Kgotleng gone bo rara ba apere matlalo o sa itse gore a ke kwena kgotsa tholo. Basadi ba apeile merogo, mageu, bodila ele tleputlepu, borre ba tsholetsa phafana ya metsi‑masetlha, ba ntse ba re “ mabele mabelega Dikhutsana”, mmino go utlwala bo ramphetshwane fela bašwa bona ba ntse  le bo  tlhogoputswa ba  ru�wa dinolwane,”  ka  tlhaba Kgomo  fa madi  a  yone a  tshologela bolwane”.  go  tshamikiwa kga�, diketo  go lebetswe tsotlhe, re boetse ko re tswang, loapi le tletse ka kgalalelo.Mo bosigong jwa teng bo tlhogo pustwa ba tlhabela bana ditlhamane ba le fa isong go jewa digwapa ba reeditse bo se tla bošeng. Kana ke thuto ya fa gae. E naakang ngwana monagano. Ngwao boswa ke letsatsi la semphete ke go fete nona, tshadi go iwa moketeng wa motho mang le mang. Ma‑Afrika wee ka ditso tsa rona go tswa jaaka di ikadile ka bophora jwa tsona di aga setšhaba se se kitlaganeng le go ntsha baeteledi pele ba ba tlhwatlhwa godimo mo setšhabeng ebile ba tshopegala go nne ba �ele bale thata.Ke rialo nna morwa gadi bape yo o reng a ngwata dinama, a ngwate marapo dinama a di sikologe. Matlhapa ka lebese a iphohora ka tlhoa Aree Aree…Halala

KETEKO YA MOLETLO WA NGWAO BOSWASamuel Mosadi 

Ndiyabho�sa  kubobonke  abasemagunyeni,  ndiyabulisa  kubo  bonke abaselulawulweni, ndisithi yanga  Inkosi yoxolo  ingaqhubeka yehlise ingubo yoxolo phezu kwabo ukuze bazokuyitsala phezu kwezwe lethu iAfrica.  Ndiyabulisa  kootata  noomama  bonke  besizwe  sikaPhalo, ndisithi  siyabulela  ngokusincedisa  ekukhuliseni  umlisela  nothinjana wezwe  loo  Bawo  bethu.  Iphinde  yafika  inyanga  yoMsintsi  iphinde yafika  inyanga  yamagugu,  apho bekufudula  kusilwa umqombothi  – hayi  ukuba  kunxilwe  koko  kudliwe  imbadu  ngasebuhlan�  abadala bedlulisa amava obomi koonyana bezwe sethu.Oomama  bahlangane  neentombi  kusinywa,  iintombi  ziqhayisa ngobuntombi bazo –  kaloku kujongwa  indlela ebeziziphethe ngazo, kuphinde kuthiwe caphu!  zisutyelwa kuvimba, zifumbathiswa zinikwa 

amava obomi ngokushiyana kwazo.Bekufudula  kungelonyala  ukunganxibi  ngoba  ubuhle  bentombi ibikwinciyo nentsimbi yayo – kodwa hayi ngoku ungaqalisa nje  zazi ukuba udlengulwe,  kwaye amanani ndakuwajonga ayenyuka  imihla nezolo.Kaloku  sikhule  sipheka  imigqusho,  imiqa  nemifino,  kwayo  ezozinto beziphekwa  phaya  phandle  ngenkuni  namalongwe.  Indlala ubungasoze uyibone.  Kusukiwe kwizithethe zezwe lethu kwangenwa kwaphelwa  kumasiko  asemzini.  Ngoku  kufundiswa  ukungabaluleki kwebala  elinyama  –  kuboniswa  ubuhle  nokubaluleka  kwebala lasemzini.    Nditsho  isiXhosa  ezikolweni  sele  lufundiswa  ngolwimi lwasemzimi.    Owam  umbono  uthi  “ukuba  siyakwazi  ukubamba ukhuphiswano lwezibalo kungani na! singenokubanalo ukhuphiswano lwencubeko, sibonise amasiko nezithethe zezwe lethu?”Hayi!  Konakele sizwe sikaQamata.Besihlangene  singumzi  kaPhalo,  besihlangene  isizukulwana sikaMpondomise,  siphekile,  sihlabelela,  sisela,  sisina  kwaye  sisitya. Khange  sikwazi  ukulonwabela  kakhle  olusuku  ngenxa  yeCOVID  19. Kodwa imibhiyozo iqale kwangololwesine apho oomama bebebhaka izonka  kwaye  sisoja  namaqhashu.    Abafana  ebuhlan�  besombela, ngoba bebexhela inkomo neegusha belungisela usebenzi womkhululo obuzakuba  ngolwesihlanu.  Kuvukwe  kwaphekwa  kamnandi  zonke iindwendwe  zisamkelwa  ngolusu  nesonka  ene�.  Abafana  bafike babeka ebabo iimbiza ebuhlan� bekhekha isifuba, kwelinye icala yabe iphumba inyama eyojiweyo. Nabo oomama babeka ezabo iimbiza – imigqusho,  imifino,  impampa,  imifuno  kunye  neentlobo  ntobo zenyama.    Ngeloxesha  ayahamba  arhewu  nomqombothi  ukuba kuselwe.Liye laqala  itheko ngentsimbi yeshumi elinesibini, emini emaqanda.  Liye  lavulwa  ngomthandazo  omfutshane  kwabe  sekunikezelwa kwikhaya.    Kuqale  abafana  ngengoma  besombela,  belandelwa ngomako� basina.    Zanikwa  indwendwe  iqonga  zombesa.   Hayi  ke emveni koko ibinyityha nje…….  Sikhumbula endulo.12
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16  Days  of  Ac�vism  for  No  Violence  against  Women  and Children  Campaign  is  an  annual,  United  Na�ons  (UN) endorsed, awareness‑raising campaign that begins on the 25th of  November  each  year  and  runs  through  �ll  the  10th  of December. In South Africa, this campaign began in 1998 when the country adopted it as one of the strategies towards crea�ng a society free of violence.  The  campaign  con�nues  to  raise  awareness  amongst  South Africans about the nega�ve impact of violence against women and children. It has brought together civil society organisa�ons, government  and  business  to  raise  awareness  in  elimina�ng violence against women and children.  The  16  days  period  also  highlights  other  significant  dates including Human Rights Day on 10 December, World AIDS Day on the 1st of December and Interna�onal Disability Rights Day on 03 December. The campaign serves as a useful pla�orm to highlight the plight of vulnerable groups that suffer from this scourge.In commemora�ng the 16 days for No Violence against Women and Children campaign, the DPWI embarked on a number of ac�vi�es  including  the  unveiling  of  3  an�‑Gender  Based Violence & Femicide (GBVF) Billboards at the following SAPS Sta�ons  in  KwaZulu‑Natal:  Plessislaer  in  Pietermaritzburg, Inanda, north of Durban and Empangeni in the north‑eastern part  of  KZN.  These Billboards  do  not  only  create  awareness 

about the GBVF scourge, but also publicise the contact number of the na�onal GBVF command centre that vic�ms can call to get help. Since the outbreak of COVID‑19, emerging reports have shown that  several  types of  violence against women and girls have intensified.    There  have  been  reports  of  domes�c  violence, sexual harassment etc. under lockdown.  The implica�ons of COVID‑19 for mental health and substance abuse is a concern as most people are not coping with stress which leads to increased depression, anxiety, distress and low self‑esteem,    which  in  turn  leads  to  substance  abuse  that contributes to poor mental health.  It requires courage to seek help or report a sexual harassment case  for  both  the  vic�m  and  the  alleged  perpetrator.  The Commission for Gender Equality (CGE) and AKESO Clinic was invited  to  hold  a  virtual  webinar  with  all  DPWI Men  on  02 December 2021 in order to protect and promote the rights of women and our girls.  The Minister  for Women, Youth and People with Disabili�es (DWYPD) in the Presidency has also expressed that everyone has  a  responsibility  to  end  Gender  Based  Violence  and Femicide, and that it cannot be the responsibility of the DWYPD alone to deal with the scourge, as it requires a concerted effort by all stakeholders. It  is  against  this  background  that  the Minister  of Women  is taking  this  campaign  to  Parliament  for  members  of  the execu�ve authority to account.

DPWI COMMEMORATES 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM FOR NO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & CHILDRENby Mankwana Masemola
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