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The COVID­19 is still among us so let us continue to Stay Safe!   As South Africa continues to administer the COVID‑19 vaccine, in this copy of WorxNews you will read about the worrying rise in the COVID‑19 infections in our country. We also share with you steps to getting vaccinated. 

Thank you and enjoy the reading! 

All workers in the healthcare sector including the cleaning, security and other support staff,  administrators,  health  research  personnel,  community  health  workers  and traditional health practitioners are currently being vaccinated. People who are 60 years old  and  above  are  also  being  vaccinated  as  of  17  May  2021,  under  Phase  2  of  the vaccination rollout plan. 

In  this  copy  of WorxNews,  we  also  share  with  you  Minister  De  Lille's  plea  to  the Departmental managers to beef up performance. The minister was speaking during her visit to the Durban Regional Office, where she said we cannot use COVID‑19 as an excuse for poor performance, revealing that while the third quarter (2020/2021) performance of the Department was at 23%, the lowest ever,  it was perplexing that the Department's spending during the same quarter however, sat at 72%. Read more about this on Page 6.Find out in this WorxNews issue, how and where to report fraud and corruption and know what action is taken after you have reported.  We also bring you an article on retirement planning in order for you to properly manage the delay between your final pay cheque and your first payment from your pension. These are just some of the articles you will find in this copy.The WorxNews team once again appeals to all colleagues to continue to wear a face mask, sanitise and or regularly wash hands and practice social distancing, to help curb the spread of COVID‑19.

We open this issue of WorxNews with the article on the visit by our Minister Patricia De Lille ‑ to the Saldanha Bay Harbour development project in the Western Cape. The project aims to bring the harbour to its greater operational efficiency. When you go through this issue you will also read about the handing over of more than 700 hectares of land to the Covie community in Bitou Local Municipality in the Western Cape.
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Minister De Lille says projects such as this one have been gazetted in terms of the Infrastructure Development Act to ensure expedited implementation  which  in  turn  also  assists  in  growing  investor confidence and bringing the benefits to local communities much quicker.
‑     Dredging has been completed at Struisbaai, Gansbaai, Gordons Bay and Hout Bay. Dredging is in the final stages at Lamberts Bay and St Helena Bay Harbours respectively.

The programme identified the following scope of work in each of the 13 PFHs where it was applicable:

‑    The  repairs  to  slipways  and  shore  crane  replacements  were packaged as one contract and have been completed at all of the harbours with the exception of Saldanha Bay slipway which is currently underway.The primary purpose of the programme is to bring the harbours to a greater  operational  efficiency  to  assist  the  Department  of Environment,  Forestry  and  Fisheries  (DEFF)  to  carry  out  their mandate effectively with the enabling infrastructure provided by DPWI.

The Small Harbours Programme has created a total of 611 jobs and empowered local Small, Medium and Micro Enterprises (SMMEs) to the value of over R61 million with the bulk of the SMMEs being a Level 1/2 BBBEE Level, at over 10 harbours that include Gansbaai, St Helena Bay and Saldanha Bay, among others. This is according to Public Works and Infrastructure Minister Patricia De Lille. The Minister along with the Deputy Minister, Noxolo Kiviet and Dr Kgosientsho Ramokgopa, Head of Infrastructure Investment in the Presidency, visited one of the Department's Small Harbours Repairs and Maintenance  projects  at  the  Saldanha  Bay  Harbour  in  the Western  Cape.  They  inspected  the  work  at  the  Saldanha  Bay harbour and engaged the contractors and some of the local workers who have already been working on the project. The  Small  Harbours  Programme  has  also  been  gazetted  as  a Strategic  Integrated  Project  (SIP)  as  part  of  the  Infrastructure Investment Plan approved by Cabinet in May 2020. 

“To date, the programme in its entirety has created a total of 611 jobs and empowered local SMMEs to the value of over R61 million with the bulk of the SMMEs being a Level 1/2 BBBEE Level at all the harbours mentioned above,” says Minister De Lille. 

Removal of sunken vessels, dredging of the harbour basins, repairs to  slipways,  shore  crane  replacements,  security  infrastructure upgrades, civil infrastructure upgrades and electrical infrastructure upgrades. 

She  says  work  is  currently  being  executed  in  the  following Proclaimed  Fishing  Harbours  (PFHs);  Kalk  Bay,  Gordons  Bay, Hermanus, Gansbaai, Struisbaai, Arniston, Lamberts Bay, Laaiplek, St Helena Bay, Saldanha Bay, Pepper Bay, Hout Bay and Stilbaai. 

‑   The removal of sunken vessels programme has been completed with a total of 29 vessels removed at various harbours, with 15 of those being removed at the Hout Bay Harbour. DPWI grasped the  opportunity  at  the Hout  Bay  harbour  removal  of  sunken vessels project which allowed 9 informal divers (many of whom were former poachers) including 1 woman being trained as Class 3 Commercial Divers to assist with the work for the Hout Bay Harbour  removal  of  sunken  vessels  project.  The  removal  of sunken vessels project in Hout Bay alone created a total of 110 jobs and empowered 11 SMMEs to the value of approximately R4,5 million.
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OVER 700 HECTARES OF LAND TO CHANGE LIVES OF THE COVIE COMMUNITY, FOR EVER! By Worxnews Reporter,  pictures by GCIS

The  Deputy  President  said  the  Covie  community  could  now begin  to  independently  determine  their  future,  secure  their livelihoods and regain their human dignity.The land handover to the Covie community is as a result of a restitution claim that was lodged by past and present residents of  the  Covie  village.  The  restitution  claim  will  provide opportunities  to  a  number  of  groups  including  the  claimant community with their historical connection to Covie and direct 

experience  of  dispossession,  as  well  as  the  broader  Bitou community who live in the surrounding areas.Minister De Lille said she was honoured to be part of the day of celebration for Covie residents, after a long restitution journey. She  revealed  that  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and Infrastructure transferred more than 700 hectares of land to the Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development Department, to finalise this particular restitution claim.She said the Covie community  lost  their  land and  land rights under the apartheid government in 1978 and that Government was  happy  to  finally  be  handing  back  the  land  rights  to  the rightful owners.

The Department  of  Public Works  and  Infrastructure Minister Patricia De Lille joined Deputy President David Mabuza and the Minister of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development Thoko Didiza on 30 April 2021 to handover land and title deeds to  the  Covie  community  in  Bitou  Local  Municipality,  in  the Western Cape. Leading  the  handing  over  ceremony,  in  his  capacity  as  the Chairperson of the Inter‑Ministerial Committee on Land Reform ‑  Deputy  President  Mabuza  said  in  handing  over  the  land, Government  was  restoring  the  human  dignity  of  the  Covie community  that was  stripped off  through  colonial  conquests and apartheid policy of segregation.



Public Works and Infrastructure Minister Patricia De Lille made a plea to DPWI officials to beef up the Department's performance and improve on monitoring and evaluation. She made the request during a visit that she and her deputy Ms Noxolo Kiviet made to the Durban Regional Office at the end of the 2020/2021 Financial Year. During the visit, the Minister, the Deputy Minister and a team of accompanying officials met with the Durban Regional Manager Mr Nkosi  Vilakazi,  senior  managers  and  support  team  from  the Regional Office, as part of the executive's plan to visit all the DPWI regional offices. The ministry was also happy to witness two of the projects  delivered  by  the  DPWI  through  the  Durban  Regional Office;  the  Durban  Point  Family  Court  and  the  completed Chatsworth Magistrates Court.While the Minister was proud of the prestigious projects executed, she used her visit to the Region to appeal to all DPWI officials to improve  the  performance  of  the  Department,  saying  the  third quarter performance of the Department was at 23%, the lowest ever. The Minister said the worst thing was that while the performance was at 23%, spending was at 72% which makes one question where the money was  spent when  the  performance was  so  low.  “We normally have a lot of fiscal dumping at the last quarter because now we just want to spend. The Department is a mess and I don't have another way to explain it,” said the Minister. She said poor performance could no longer be tolerated. “We are now using COVID‑19 as an excuse for everything and that is very sad and in 90% of this is a lie, we must not hide behind COVID‑19. We all know the protocols of COVID‑19,” the Minister added. She said we could blame each other for poor performance but that we were all in this as a collective. Minister De Lille reiterated that 

we needed to change as the Department. She revealed that the DPWI Deputy Minister would be driving change management in the organisation and had worked on proposals on how we could change our attitude on service delivery and on how we serve the people of this beautiful country. “We also have to work as Batho Pele principles dictate  (Putting people first not putting ourselves first) and the whole management must go for retraining on the Batho Pele principles. We are going to be led by the Deputy Minister to basics,” said Minister De Lille. She urged all officials to reflect on what we are doing. She said Facilities Management was among the prioritised areas, adding  that  the  Department  was  underspending  in  Facilities Management and remained reactive instead of having scheduled maintenance  plans.  The Minister  said  the  second  issue  was  at Supply Chain Management, especially on the payment of suppliers within 30 days. “As government we want to build the economy and also support the small medium enterprises, so do we realize the impact if the small business is not paid on time? That's why on a weekly basis I publish  the performance of  every Region and Head Office with regards to the payment of suppliers.”The Minister also  requested  the Durban Regional Office  to also prioritize land reform, saying that she would like to know if there was any land restitution linked to the Durban Regional Office. “It's been 27  (twenty  seven)  years  into our democracy. People have applied for restitution in 1998 and it can't be right that some are still waiting. I am therefore asking for your help that we put land reform  on  top  of  your  agenda  here  in  the  Regional  Office,” concluded Minister De Lille. 6

“LET US BEEF UP OUR PERFORMANCE,” MINISTER DE LILLE PLEADS WITH DPWI OFFICIALSArticle by Tshuluzi NkoanaPictures by Tshuluzi Nkoana and Thokozani Ngema



SOUTH AFRICA MARKS FREEDOM MONTH WHEN THE COUNTRY IS ABOUT TO EMBARK ON A MASSIVE VACCINATION DRIVE

7

Government has used the commemoration of Freedom Month in April 2021 to reiterate the message that 'vaccines save lives.' This as the commemoration came at a time when South Africa was  about  to  embark  on  a  massive  COVID‑19  vaccination programme. The country embarked on the rollout of phase 2 of its vaccination programme on 17 May 2021, for people over 60 years. Government says vaccines represent our best chance to return to our normal way of life.Celebrated under the theme: “The year of Charlotte Maxeke: the meaning of Freedom under COVID‑19”, Freedom Month was also used to honour the 150th anniversary of struggle icon and human rights campaigner Charlotte Maxeke. She and other selfless women of her generation fought against oppression at a time  when  such  defiance  was  met  with  unrelenting  force. Government reminded South Africans not to forget the terrible past from which we have come, nor forget the many sacrifices made  by  patriots  to  ensure  the  country's  democracy  and freedom. 

According to the statement dated 12 May 2021, South Africa has  a  daily  surveillance  system  which  monitors  the  key indicators  for  resurgence  and  the  main  indicators  that  are monitored are mainly: 1) Daily positive cases, 2) Positivity rate (positive  tests  divided  by  total  tests  done),  3)  Hospital admissions and 4) Mortality.

The National Department of Health said  it was working with provinces to update their resurgence plans to ensure that these are activated, and these plans mainly focus on the following;  Case management,   Contact tracing,   Oxygen availability,   Bed capacity (general beds and intensive care beds),   Respiratory support equipment and  Human resources.
The Health Department reveals the country is on heightened vigilance as the COVID‑19 positive cases rise rapidlyMeanwhile…
As South Africans are being urged to pull together and continue to fight the coronavirus, the Health Department has issued a statement revealing the country was on high alert as the COVID‑19 positive cases rise rapidly.

The statement reveals that there was an increase in new cases from 8 593 cases in the preceding seven days (26th April – 2nd May)  to 12 531 cases  in  the  last seven days  (3rd – 9th May) constituting a 46% increase. The 14‑days comparisons also showed that the cases increased from 17 017 in the preceding 14 days to 21 124 cases in the last 14  days,  an  overall  24%  increase.  All  provinces  showed  a positive percentage increase with the Northern Cape showing a 68% increase  in the  last 7 days followed by Gauteng at 63%, Limpopo at 47%, North West at 42% and the Western Cape at 39%.

“As the country we are on high alert and we know that the main drivers of the new wave will either be the resurgence of new variants  and/or  the  fatigue  from  adherence  to  non‑pharmaceutical  interventions  (NPI).  To  counter  these we are working closely with our genomic sequencing team to ensure that we are able to pick up the new variants earlier. For NPIs we are continuously communicating with communities to adhere to NPIs.“So we want to assure South Africans that we have not yet hit the third wave, however we are at risk hence we need to be on heightened vigilance as a country,” read the statement. 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SALDANHA  BAY PROJECT VISITPictures by Shudufhadzo Mudau



THE MINISTRY’S VISIT TO THE DURBAN REGIONAL OFFICE AND THE DURBAN POINT FAMILY COURT Pictures by Tshuluzi Nkoana & Thokozani Ngema



On 30 March 2021, the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure (DPWI)  a�ended  the  workshop  on  the  launch  of  the  North  West Provincial Government Language Act that was organised by Pan South African Language Board (PanSALB) provincial office in Mafikeng.The workshop was in pursuance of the Cons�tu�on of the Republic of South  Africa,  1996  direc�ve  through  Sec�on  6(2)  that  recognises  the historically  diminished  use  and  status  of  the  indigenous  languages  in South  Africa,  and  that  urges  the  state  to  take  prac�cal  and  posi�ve measures to elevate the status and advance the use of these languages. The launch is also in line with Sec�on 6(3) (a) that directs that the na�onal government and provincial governments may use any par�cular official languages for the purposes of government. This taking into account the usage, prac�cality, expense, regional circumstances and the balance of the needs and preferences of the popula�on as a whole or in the province concerned.It is on this basis that the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure a�ended  the  gathering  in  order  to  lend  support  to  the  provincial departments of public works and also to comply with the cons�tu�onal requirements.The launch was a�ended by various provincial government departments, municipali�es and other language stakeholders from the South African Sign Language Development Unit. The audience were empowered on the methods to be used to promote the use of all official languages including the South African Sign Language.
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DPWI JOIN HANDS WITH STAKEHOLDERS TO ADVOCATE FOR ELEVATION AND USE OF INDIGENOUS LANGUAGESBy Mashite Mogale
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•  What  happened?  Describe  the  act  and  the amount involved if applicable.
•  How did it happen?•  Where did it happen? •  When did it happen? Provide dates, time and how often. 
•  Who committed the fraud? Give the name(s) of the perpetrator (s), and rank. Was he alone? Who else is implicated?

Prevention and Combating Corrupt Activities Act no 12 of 2004 requires a person in position of authority in both public and private sector to report corruption, and other crimes involving less or more than R100 000, to the police. If  you  knowingly/ought  to  had  known  but  fail  to  report corruption, you will be guilty of a crime.THE DIRECTORATE ANTI­CORRUPTION AND FRAUD AWARENESS  ENCOURAGES  OFFICIALS  TO REPORT FRAUD AND CORRUPTION
•  To report allegations of corruption, please provide as  much  information  and  detail  as  possible, including who,  what,  when,  where,  why  and how.  For example, if you are reporting allegation of  fraud, state:

The Code of  conduct  for Public Service  requires every  employee irrespective of position to report corruption to the appropriate authorities

WHAT TO REPORT

CODE OF CONDUCT 

You can also use TALK TO MINISTER/ TALK TO DEPUTY MINISTER/ TALK TO DIRECTOR GENERAL on the DPWI Intranet 
 Closed reporting:Anonymous  ­  0800  701  701  (National  Anti­Corruption Hotline) It's a free call ­ make it ­ Blow the whistle on Fraud and Corruption. 

The  Unit  receives  reports  through  Walk­in,  emails, telephone via ADDG: GRC: Mr. Lwazi Mahlangu @ (012) 406 1977 / Lwazi.mahlangu@dpw.gov.za. Director: ACU Mr. Matomo Mabotja @ 012 406 1328  / Matomo.mabotja@dpw.gov.za. 

WHAT ACTION IS TAKEN ONCE REPORTEDThe  Anti­Corruption  and  Fraud  Awareness  Unit  (ACU) maintains a register of allegations reported to the Unit for investigation. All cases reported are allocated a reference number for tracking purposes.  Allegations reported to the Department  are  screened  /  assessed  by  Allegation Assessment Committee to establish whether they meet the minimum  elements  of  fraud,  corruption  and/or  serious maladministration and to determine on a preliminary basis the strategy  to act  in  response  to  the allegations made. Officials/members  of  the  public  can  acquire  progress update/feedback  from  ACU  once  the  allegations  have been reported using the reference number provided when the matter was reported to the ACUFORMS OF REPORTING
 Open Reporting:

mailto:Lwazi.mahlangu@dpw.gov.za
mailto:Matomo.mabotja@dpw.gov.za
mailto:Matomo.mabotja@dpw.gov.za


Make Sure You Receive Your Retirement Bene�ts On TimeAs  you  enter  re�rement,  one  of  your  biggest  risks  is  that  you experience a �me delay between your final pay cheque and your first payment from your pension. This is true in both the private and public  sectors  and  managing  this  transi�on  should  form  an important part of your re�rement planning. While there are steps you can take to mi�gate the delay – you should at least be prepared for it by building up some cash reserves prior to re�rement that can �de you over for a few months.To  ensure  a  smooth  transi�on  and  receive  your  first  pension payment  when  you  re�re,  you  need  to  start  working  on  your documenta�on at  least six months before your re�rement date. The state is the largest employer in the country and the GEPF has 1.2 million ac�ve members with more than 450 000 pensioners and beneficiaries making it the largest pension fund in South Africa. It is not  uncommon  for  there  to  be  glitches  in  the  process,  so  it  is important to understand how the process works and where the bo�le necks occur.Most of the problems occur at the employer/department level. HR departments  may  delay  submissions,  make  mistakes  on  the documenta�on or more frequently provide inaccurate informa�on on  years  of  service.  Members  need  to  exert  pressure  on  their employers  (government  departments)  to  submit  accurate  and complete documents to the GEPF.Once you have filled in and signed all documents check with the employer that they have in fact submi�ed the documents to the GEPF. You will know whether the agency (GPAA) has received the withdrawal documents as a communica�on via email or SMS will be  sent  to  no�fy  you.  This  also  applies  where  documents  are returned to the employer department due to errors. Remember to check that the GEPF has your email and your mobile number  in order to receive SMS.

  Make sure you have no departmental debt.  Go to SARS and make sure your tax number is correct and make sure  you  owe  them  nothing,  and  if  you  do,  make  payment arrangements.
What you need to do six months before re�rement:

One of the more common errors is the difference between the date on which  you  started working  for  your  employer  (employment 

date)  and  the  date  on  which  you  joined  GEPF  (contribu�on  or pensionable  service date).  This  can happen,  for  instance,  if  you started out working on a contract (during which �me you did not qualify  for  GEPF  membership  and  therefore  you  were  not contribu�ng) and later you became a permanent employee, paying monthly pension contribu�ons.The easiest way to keep track of your GEPF service date is to keep your first pay slip showing contribu�ons to GEPF, which has the service date printed on it. Check the membership cer�ficate you receive  and  query  anything  that  does  not  agree  with  the informa�on  at  your  disposal.  If  you  are  unsure,  speak  to  your human resources representa�ve.

It is important to stay abreast of the process, not only to ensure you receive your pension income �meously. Once the GEPF has all the necessary and correct informa�on and documents, it will take not more than 60 days to process your claim.

If you have not received the SMS, go back to your HR and ask for an update.  Employees  also  need  to  be  proac�ve  and  check  all documenta�on before it is sent to the GEPF. Failure to submit all documents,  or  submi�ng  documents  with  errors  such  as  not having  signed  the  correct  documents,  where  cer�fica�on  has expire,d as well as outstanding tax affairs will delay the process. Upon receipt of clearance from the bank your payment is allocated to a payment  run. The payment  runs  takes place on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday of every week.

  Get cer�fied copies of your bar‑coded ID as well as those of your spouse and children. Also obtain a cer�fied copy of your bar‑coded marriage cer�ficate.

For  More  Informa�on  Contact  Us  On  0800  117  669    twi�er: @GEPF_SA email: enquiries@gepf.co.za   visit gepf.co.za
If you would like help in working out the value of your benefits, contact your human resources department. Alterna�vely, you can use the benefits calculator on GEPF's.website at www.gepf.co.za;

   Update  your  will  and  take  that  to  your  human  resources division. They need to fill in your executor details on WP1002. Ask  for  the  Re�rement  choice  form  from  the  employer department and get advice   on the best op�on that suits your needs.  Complete the medical  scheme membership  form Z583  (you must have been a main member of a medical aid  for the last 12 months before re�rement)  Confirm with the checklist that everything is correct. Once the GEPF has all the correct documenta�on it will verify the date of enrolment  (when a member started contribu�ng). Once this has  been  confirmed  and  the  total  benefit  due  has  been calculated, the agency sends your documents to SARS to verify your tax deduc�ons. On receipt of SARS Tax direc�ve, the GEPF then send the payment for bank verifica�on.
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