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DPWI IN MMABATHO REGIONAL OFFICE VISITS EPWP/ARGISETA ARTISAN LEARNERS Article and pictures by: Maanea Maselesele

The Department of Public Works and Infrastructure (DPWI) in Mmabatho  Regional  Office‑North  West  last  month  visited EPWP  par�cipants  who  are  being  trained  as  ar�sans  at  the Royal  Bafokeng  Ins�tute.    The  visit  was  led  by  the  Deputy Director for EPWP Training in the region, Mr. Jimmy Mbhokota.The 10 learners who were visited were recruited to be trained as ar�sans  through  the  EPWP/Agriseta  Ar�san  Development Programme and they have been placed at the Maile campus 

(Royal Bafokeng Ins�tute school of construc�on). The learners have been exposed to both theore�cal and prac�cal training. The  learners  are  being  trained  as  bricklayers  and  plumbers.  Upon comple�on of the theory and prac�cal training they will be placed at different workplaces and construc�on sites to gain more technical skills. Once they finish the workplace learning they will be prepared for trade tes�ng for a period of 3 months and  upon  the  comple�on  of  the  training,  the  learners  will receive the Red Seal cer�ficates at NQF 5 and trade test. This appren�ceship  started  in  February  2022  and  will  end  in February 2025.The EPWP Ar�san Development Programme is an ini�a�ve of DPWI, Department of Higher Educa�on and Training as well as the  Agriculture  Sector  Educa�on  and  Training  Authority (AgriSeta). The EPWP‑AgriSeta Ar�san Development Programme is one of the key programmes that was designed to address the technical skills  shortage  in  the country. These  learners are part of 400 par�cipants  who  are  being  trained  as  ar�sans  through  this Programme in the country.

In its quest to achieve the goals of the EPWP branch in contribu�ng to its mandate of allevia�ng poverty and unemployment, the EPWP has the business plan which serve as a roadmap towards accomplishing these goals within the specified �meframes, targets and budget alloca�on. The below business plan for the 2022/23 financial year give an insight into the EPWP Branch opera�ons per Chief Directorate
EPWP 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