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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

 ENVIRONMENTAL  AND SOCIAL ASPECTS TO BE CONSIDERED
Issues to consider with regards to the future Environmental policy for PWD:

SITE SELECTION:

Could the proposed development have a significant impact on, or be constrained by any of the following:

Degradation of atmosphere i.e.

Levels of air pollution

Production of offensive odours

Structures and sites of architectural, cultural or historic heritage, i.e.

Site or areas of religious or spiritual significance. The integrity of cultural resources.

Prominent landscape/geological features, i.e.

Conservation or recreational value of rivers, streams, lakes, wetland dams or islands.

Survival of rare or endangered animals/plant species, i.e.

Diversity of animal communities

Natural immigration of species

Compatibility with surrounds, i.e.

Aesthetic quality of the area

Need for additional recreational facilities

Land characteristics, i.e.

Natural drainage patterns

Water table

Ability to absorb run-off

Availability of or access to construction materials such as rock and gravel

Availability of topsoil or fill material

Water, i.e.

Level of water pollution/effect on irrigation schemes

Dolomite land
CONCEPT DESIGN:

Indoor air quality, i.e.

Natural ventilation/air movement

Maximum use of north/east orientation

Proper operation, maintenance, housekeeping

Building materials and methods

Acoustic, i.e.

Speech-privacy

Orientation of building with regards to roads etc.
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Water efficient design and appliances, i.e.

Luminous environment

Maintaining physical contact with nature, i.e.

Protection of indigenous trees and other natural features

Minimise visual impact

Promote open green spaces for recreation

Promote safe and appropriate routes and facilities for pedestrians and cyclists

Minimise interference with natural systems, i.e.

Earth removals or excavations

Storm water run off

Ground water

Social acceptability, i.e.

Interface with community structures

Use of local skills

Incorporate training schemes

Labour intensive process (appropriate technology and design)

Task based payment (Civil work)

Compatibility with surrounds, i.e.

Promote public transport

Effect on views, overlooking and privacy

Lifestyle, neighbourhood character

Access for elderly, wheelchairs
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