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BOOST TO EMPLOYMENT

R240m PSYCH HOSPITAL FOR S COAST

THOBEKA NGEMA
thobeka.ngemainl.co.za

A NEW 28-bed mental health inpatient
and outpatient state-of-the-art psychi-
atric hospital in the pipeline for Port
Shepstone on KwaZulu-Natal’s South
Coast, will not only be a boost for
healthcare in the region, it also prom-
ises economic growth and jobs.

The project, which will be under-
taken by the KZN Departments of
Health and Public Works and Infra-
Islrnclure, is expected to cost R240 mil-
1on.

The facility is designed to address a
critical service delivery gap and prom-
ises to provide much-needed special-
ised care for mental health users.

KZN Public Works and Infrastruc-
ture’s (DPWI) Infrastructure Main-
tenance and Technical Support chief
director, Nokwanda Geaba, confirmed
the new 28-bed facility.

“The value of the project is R240 mil-
lion. These are only construction fees,”
Geaba said.

She said the project team includes
GVK-Siya Zama, a Grade 9 contractor,
as the successful bidder, a project man-
ager, safety officer, Expanded Public
Works Programme (EPWP) officer,
architects, quantity surveyors, electrical
engineer, mechanical engineer, civil

gi structural engi and the
Operational Health and Safety (OHS)
agent that have been appointed.

“In terms of the project team...
we want you to be comfortable that
we've dealt with the social facilitation,
which we believe is very critical for
the successful implementation of this
project,” Geaba said.

She said the team includes Public
‘Works (head office and regional office),
Department of Health (infrastructure),
Port Shepstone Hospital management,
Ray Nkonyeni lpcaIPMunicipa ity, Ugu
istrict Municipality, project steerin;
committee, GVK-Siya Zama and local
business,

“We will be building a 28-bedded
unit. In terms of outpatient, we will also
do the admission area.

“There is a male ward which will
accommodate 13 beds. We also have a
female ward, which will accommodate
seven beds,” Geaba said.

“We have clinical support areas;

we'll also build staff ﬁarkin g, erect fenc-
ing, (install a) backup generator, we
obviously understand that the hospital
cannot function without electricity.
There is a lot of demolishing that will
be happening because we'll be tak-
ing down the old infrastructure and
rebuilding it”

Geaba highlighted that the project
was expected to take 30 months to
complete.

“As part of the scope and the size
of the project, including the value and
the period that were going to spend
on this site, the Department of Labour
expected us to apply for work permits,
We did, and it was then approved,”
Geaba said.

She said that in terms of work
opportunities, they were targeting 228
(jobs) strictly for Expanded Public
Works Programme (EPWP) workers,
but will create more jobs for skilled
labour.

“We'll be looking at the demograph-
ics in line with phase five, which targets
60% for women, youth 55% and 3%
in terms of people with disabilities,”
Geaba said.

She said the project will also allow
for local contract participation goals
and the Construction Industry Devel-
opment Board (CIDB) Build pro-
gramme.

“In terms of the CIDB Build,
we've set aside 5%, which equates to
R1.2 million. In this R1.2 million, we
are strictly dedicating it to students
from higher institutions that are look-
ing for in-service training, students that
are coming from TVET colleges.

“We will be engaging with the
municipality, as well as the TVET col-
leges sur ding the Port Shep
area,” Geaba said.

KZN Public Works and Infrastruc-
ture MEC Martin Meyer said: “At over
R240 million, this is the first big new
project we will undertake as the new
DPWI. This is where we will prove to
people that we deliver quality infra-
structure, on time and on budget.

“We are also bringing hope to this
community in the fight against unem-
ployment: over 100 jobs will be created
on the building project, along with 228
EPWP opportunities.”

W Tell us! WhatsApp 071 485 7995

AN ARTIST'S impression of the psychiatric hospital, designed to provide specialised care for
mental health users in the Ugu District. | Supplied
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