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EPWP 
Community 
information 
sessions 

in Central 

Karoo 
he Department of 
Infrastructure (DOI) hosted 

aseries of Expanded Public 
Works Programme (EPWP) 
community information sessions 
in Beaufort West, Murraysburg, 

Nelspoort and Merweville from 19 
to 20 February 2025. A separate 
event for individuals and small, 
medium and micro enterprises 
(SMMEs) who are interested 
contractor development event took 
place at Rustdene Community Hall 
on 20 February 2025. 
These initiatives formed part of 

DOI's build-up to the State of the 
Province Address (SOPA) taking 
place in Beaufort West on 26 
February 2025. 
Atthe information session events, 

participants found out more about 
EPWP work opportunities 
available to people residing in the 
Central Karoo. 

“The Department invited work 
seekers living in the Central Karoo 
District to attend one of four 
information sessions on short-term 
EPWP training opportunities in the 
fields of waste management, and 
roadworks and building 
maintenance. 

These sessions provided a 
platform for work-seekers to 
enquire about the programme, and 
to assist attendees with 
sayouth.mobi online registration. 
The Department aims to steadily 

roll out similar information 
sessions in other parts of the 
Western Cape,” said Adv. Chantal 
Smith, DOI Head of Department. 
Individuals and small businesses 

interested in contractor develop- 
ment who attended the event at 
Rustdene Community Hall were 
invited to participate in a skills 
survey and needs analysis process. 
DOI plans to use the information 
generated through this process to 
more accurately align its EPWP 
contractor development activities 
to the needs of people on the 
ground. 

Provincial Minister of Infra- 
structure Tertuis Simmers said, 

“The Western Cape Government is 
committed to enable a growing 
economy that creates more job 
opportunities for the people of the 

province. 
Initiatives such as the EPWP 

community information sessions 
equip and empower our residents 
to enter the job market and build 
prosperous lives.”   

  

  

Rosy Jackson at the launch of her book. Rosy is a member of the well-known Jackson-family of the farm Baakensrug in the 
Nelspoort district. The farm has been in the hands of the Jackson family since the early 1800's. Sir John Molteno, then Prime 
Minister ofthe Cape Colony, left his Karoo farming land, of which Baakensrug was a part, to his Jackson family after he became 
involved in politics. In her book, a very personal account, Rosy describes the journey from a fun-filled c| 
farm to accepting and dealing with the diagnosis of a bi-polar mental condition. Her first marriage ended in rejection, and her 
second implodes when her iliness took over after the birth of her third son. In a story that is sometimes hilarious, sometimes 
heart-rending, she paints an honest picture of a life teetering and then drifting out of control, until at last she finds the help she 
needed. Rosy's book s available at Good Hope Café in Beaufort West. 
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