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partnership to tackle one of
the biggest threats to rural
food production: the coun-

State, farmers
join hands to fix
rural roads

ments of public works & in-
frastructure and transport to
run a data-driven pilot pro-
ject in the F m‘m..ainnd at

try's collapsing how fi y
work, lh-irvn.lmu'
Agri SA and Agbiz have ISA chief director for ex-
teamed up with the depart- rsmlldlliommdmmmu

nications Nombulelo

athela confirmed that hUp—
level and technical meetings
had taken place, and a col-

jcal agricultural transport
routes.

Agbiz CEO Theo Boshoff
told Business Day the project

wunuabw:slm—u-nnﬁx
es such as patchi

‘was un-
der way.

“This work is at very early
stages ... So far, the Centre of
Excellence Team at Infrastruc-
ture SA is performing com-

after floods, but about tack-
ling decades of underinvest-
ment and systemic neglect in
critical rural infrastructure —
acrisis he said was costing the
agricultural sector “billions”,

“[There are] agricultural
businesses that spend up to
R50m per year to maintain
jpublic infrastructure,” he said,
tddmg that this was undrr

“From the silo, it moves on
to consolidation points, like
millers or animal feed man-
ufacturers. So you're dealing
with an entire network.”

This includes the roads that
m;;:tkmpommbum

plex ic modelling on
this work. It is too carly to
indicate the pipeline at this
point,” she said.

After the data phase, mu-
nicipalities will need to be
brought on board, as these
roads fall under their juris-
diction,

Though the primary focus
is on roads, the scope may
expand. Boshoffsaid they had
met transport minister Bar-

“Her suggestion was to in-
clude railways.”

This, however, would make
the model more complex, he

said.

“What's beautiful to me is
that we're working together
and walking this path side by
side. Both [ministers] agreed
it made sense.

“It's not just about one
farmer complaining that his
road is in bad shape — it's
about the bigger picture.” said
Kotzé.

“We have a mountain in
front of us, but instead of
fighting with each other, we

look at the mountain togeth-
er and figure out what needs

to be done.”

praised the
initiative, calling it pragmatic
and

tional.

“Our agriculture sector
holds great potential for
South Africa, not only en-
also to grow our economy
and create thousands of new
jobs,” he said.

“This initiative — for-
malised under the Strategic
Integrated Project for Agri-

Macpherson said while ru-
ral roads might not tradition-
ally fall under the direct man-
date of his department, “this
initiative exemplifies exactly
the kind of cross-sector part-
nership we are championing
to deliver tangible impact on
the ground”. — BusinessLIVE
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