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For over two years, patients at the Louis Trichardt Clinic have had to use buckets to flush toilets because of a water shortage affecting the entire gover complex, which h several
departments. Photo: Thembi Siaga.

Louis Trichardt clinic patients use buckets as water runs dry

BY THEMBI SIAGA Development, Agriculture, on the clinic. “The problem was restored some time ago, aware of the issue only after partment of Employment and
Forestry and Fisheries, and  started two years ago,” he said.  the government building the town had already been Labour to intervene as this vi-
FOI' more than two years,  the Louis Trichardt Magis-  “The clinic is clean, but there’s  remains without water. Neil experiencing a water crisis. olates occupational health and
patients at the Louis trate’s Court. no water. It's a big problem. Shikwambana, spokesperson ~ “VDM promised to provide safety laws. If nothing is done
Trichardt Clinic have had to The clinic serves dozens of ~ We have to travel and pay R3  for the Limpopo Department ~ water tankers as a temporary  within 60 days, we'll escalate
make do without running wa-  patients daily from the town to use public toilets. I come of Health, said the building solution,” he said. “But even the matter to the Office of the
ter. The shortage affects the  and nearby areas, such as here every month for my heart ~ was owned by the Department  after water was restored to the ~ Premier and the Minister of
entire government building Tshikota. condition, and nothing has of Public Works, and the rest of town, this building has ~ Water and Sanitation,” he said.
housing the clinic, includi Sixty-year-old Jonas Eras- changed.” Departments of Health, Home  remained without running Municipal spokesperson

the Departments of Social mus is one of many who rely The Public Servants Affairs, and Justice were only ~ water for years.” Moses Shibambu said the

Association (PSA) tenants. He added that staff and the  issue, affecting the building
has condemned the “The entire building does public shared buckets to flush  and parts of the CBD, would
water shortage as a not have water. Those whodo  toilets. “At the clinic, the same  not be resolved until three
health hazard and a receive water do so through bucket is shared. It's a serious  new boreholes — at the car-
breach of occupational ~ special arrangements with health risk,” he said. avan park, the tree park, and
safety regulations. VDM, which delivers it to Muvhango said the depart-  President Steyn Street — were
The Vhembe District ~ them,” he said. ments and the VDM were operational. “According to the
Municipality (VDM) Lawrence Muvhango, Lim-  blaming each other, with no contractor, the boreholes might
initially supplied water popo organiser for the PSA, clear plan to resolve the issue.  be completed by Thursday, 25
tankers, but the stop-  said the union had become “PSA has asked the De- September,” he said.

gap measure has long

since failed.

Without running
water, staff and pa-
tients use buckets to
flush toilets. An anon-
ymous worker said
many people queuing
at the Department of
Labour for UIF faced
the same problem.

“There’s no water at
our offices. VDM won't
send a tanker. The
only water point is at
the old police station,
but it only serves the
cells and kitchen. Even
the admin offices there
don'’t have water. Our
building can’t support
tanks, and there’s no
space for them either,”
she said.

While most of the
town’s water supply
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