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‘locked to extract 
money from poor’ 

@ Extortionists stand accused of demanding 
‘payments for essential public services, 
ncuding access 10 water and sanitation,at an 
informal setlement in Cape Town. 

ity officals sad extortionists had ocked 
aps and tofletsin Cathkin Village, demanding 
‘payment from esidents as preconditon for 
access o free basic services. 
Zahid Badeoodien, the cly’s member of the 

mayoral committee for water and saniation, 
sald i directorate had been aerted 10 
ncidentsin Cathkin Vilage where taps and 

foilets had allegey been locked, 
IS unacceptable that cxtortonists are 

trying to make money by resticting 
wulnerabie fesidents access o free basic 

services unles they are prepared 0 pay an 
Hlega fee.” Badroodien sad. 

“The city has zer tolerance for 
extortonists. Residents are unged 1o call the 
clty’ ip-off line to report these incidents 
‘anonymously. The information provided can 
assist Law enforcement i taking action (o 
hold those responsibe accountable™ 

However,some Cathkin Village resdents 
his week denied the claims, accusing 3 fellow 
resident of *spreading les” 

Farinaas Lackay, who identfed herself as 
the settement’ “manager”, insised that 
no-one had been forced o pay for water. She 
Said the setiement's 13-member commitiee 
ad decided 0 lock the communal tap — 
situated outside the settement — between 
pm and 7am 1 prevent 
wastage. 

“These taps are open fron 
People vandalise them, and we have 10 fix 
them because we need the water, We Initally 
had three taps, but we cosed the others. Drug. 
users come, steal the taps and sl them.” she 
suid 

Lackay suid about 73 people ived in 
Cathkin Vilage, stablished on department of 
public works land in 2018, Residents use. 
portable toilets provided by the city. 

Cathkin Vilage commitiee member 
Samantha van der Rheede suggested a dispute 

over legal ees n respect of pending eviction 
proceedings played a role n the allegtions 
reaching city oficials She believed a 
disgruntled resident was (0 blam. 

“That resdent doesnt contribute 0 egal 
fees, which we all pay foe We have a court 
case. She doesa' paricipae in anything, s 
ke she's g on an island.” said Van der 
Rheede. 

Van der Rheede clalmed the resident 
approached wand councilor Anthony Moses, 
‘who then took the mater 0 Badroodien. 

“Every resident contributes RI00 3 monih 
for legalfees. Thar's not for water” she said. 

“On March 11 th palice were here (0 
investigate and found nothing On March 12, 
law enforcement oficers amived - one van 
and three cars. They were supposed o find 
Tocked toilets and taps, but there weren't any™ 

But Moses says h fas “writen oo™ 
residents are being extored. 

“There are much deeper ssues which | 
ave asked (0 be investgated.” said Moses. 
don't ake these allegations ighty. I's 
uman rights volaton. The ditrbution of 
water and sanitation are non neggiable. | 
have even asked the staion commander o 
ntervene.” 

Moses sid that as the deputy chairpersan 
of the A Local Government Association n the 
Western Cape, e was inundated with similar 
‘complaints acros the province. 

    

    
  

Reach: 125000 

AVE:R 135751.00 

Author: PHILANI NOMBEMBE 

Page10of1 

www.meltwater.com/za | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg: +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright © Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.


