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Safety violations were 
flagged days before 
George building collapse 

NICOLA DANIELS 
nicola danies .0 28 

TWO days before the deadly G 
building collapse, which claimed the 
lives of 34 people, a contractor observed 
unusual building movements and vibra- 
tions on the roof slab. 

These were among the findin ur 
investigations into George buil 

o it were revesied by Public 
Works and Infrastructure Minister Dean 
Macpheron ata media brifingn George 
on Saturday. 

Cracks were also noted around the 
base of a column on the ground floor that 

Macpherson was joined, at the media 
briefing, by the Council for the Built 
Environment (CBE) as well as the Engi- 
neering Council of South Africa (ECSA), 
who found a long list o issues behind the 

yhich claimed 34 s ad ket a 
28 people seriously year. 

“A subcontractor warned of cracks 
staring o appear s carly 352023 o he s o ok v them 
while standing in the basement. 
Tanager Instsucied these eracks 10 be 
patched with a mixture of sand, cement 
and mortar” 

The health and safety agent also 
resigned during construction. stating that 
itwas “iny 10 safeguard the interests 
of both the dlient and contractors amid 
continuous safety violations’, the CBE said. 

"The ECSA further found an 
gailty for several contraventions, inchuding 
m ation of academic or Siona] quaiications sndflare togive die 
rogard to and prioritise the safety 
and interests of the public, amang others. 

“The Tribunal has decided to impose 
the following sanctions, 3 maximum 
permissible fine in terms of the Adjust- 
ment Fines Act and cancellation of the 
respondents regraon aad the e 
of their name from the ECSA register” the 

said. 
Macpherson said the report would also 

form part of the police investigation. 
“If criminal wrongeloing s established, 

those responsible must be prosecuted with: 
ot delay. We s nsure that people are 
held accountable for 34 souls losing thei 
Tion o Contencio, nghes, o Sl 
shouid be beyond the resch of the 

He said the concrete used in the sisbs 
did not meet required specifications. 

“Where 19 10 25 megapascal were 
needed, only 13 megapascal of concrete 
were delivered. These are not minor over- 
sights. Thesear e Glures ey 
of plancing, oversigt, enforcement, snd 

happened here more than 
a year ago was a lethal c of 
these fallres which resulted in the deaths 
of 34 people. At every problem, there was. 
a chance o turn back, but because of the 
weak regulatory environment, there was 
either no incentive or requirement to do 

said. 

“The investigation is at an advanced 
stage. The case docket will be referred to 
the Natonal Proecuting Authorkty fo 3 
decision upon the conclusion of the police 
probe. The police are not at liberty to 
divulge any other information at this stage.” 
Spies said. 

Over the next three years, the min- 
ister said new. regulations, legislative 
amendments, mandatory standards and 
emergency protacols will be implemented. 
amang; GOOD party councillor in 
George, Chantelle Kyd, called for the CBE 

along with all other reports, to be 
in council, 

“We must act decisively to ensure that 
every municipality, including George, s 
squipped o srengthen ovenigh, ssess 

k, and close the gaps exposed by this 

rective actions must be taken. If we fail 0 
act now, we fail every worker who enters 
a construction site tomorrow” said Kyd.       
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