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Report confirms warnings were ignored
before George building collapse

@ This tragedy should never have happened, says minister

The
Herald
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tered professional implicated
in the collapse with five viola-
tions of the codes of condhuct

Mnyobe collapse. i vi- Cone Penetrometer) test results of a multi- and practice.
mnyobes@iheherald co.za brations in the concrete slabs were missing from the site’s disciplinary These include failure to act
and even visible holes in the A health and sa geotechnical repart. team's with due care and diligence,
A detailed investigation by the  basement walls. agent had resigni Inspectors from the Nation- technical endangering public safety and
Council for the Built Environ- “Two days before the inci- dllﬂl‘lg the Pmleﬂ al Home Builders Registration reporton breaching multiple national
ment has confirmed that criti- dent, a contractor reportedly ing it " Council (NHBRC) were also the George laws and engineering stan-
cal safety concerns raised noticed significant building saying It was found to have misrepresented building dards,
manths before the catastroph-  movement and roof slabvibra-  iMPOssible (o Protect e condition of the water- collapse The individual was found
ic collapse of the 75 Victoria tions. workers amid logged construction site. were guilty on all charges, stripped
Street building in George were Cracks resemblingpunch- — ongoing violations Public works & infrastruc- presentedat  of registration. fined the maxi-
ignored — despite visible signs  through patterns appeared at ture minister Dean Macpher- mum i under the Ad-
of structural failure. the base of a column, and con- son, who attended the briefing, Pictuse justment of Fines Act, and re-
Speaking at a media brief- cerns were raised about nar- capacity. Concrete specified for  condemned the failure of au- wiRNERHILS  ferred for criminal investiga-
ing at the Protea Hotel on Sat- row supporting columns and the stabs should have had a thorities and construction pro- tion.
urday, council CEO Msizi wide spans between them. strength of 19 to 25 megapas- fessionals to intervene despite Ecsa confirmed that the re-
Myeni findi A cals, but enly 13-megapascal multiple warnings. spondent had misrepresented
of a mult Y team’s iy as 2023 that concrete was delivered and “These were not minor its professional competence
technical report. cracks in the basement were used, Myeni said. oversights.” Macpherson said. and failed to adhere to engi-
The report paints a disturb-  severe enough to see Moreover, a health and safe- “They were systemic failures neering best practices.
ing picture of neglected wamn- But instead of halting con- ty agent had resigned during — failures of planning, over- Macpherson urged commu-
ings, substandard materials struction, the site manager had  the project, saying it was im- sight, enforcement and culture. nities to rally around the vic-
and wids gulatory s d that the cracks be possible to protect workers "At every red flag there was tims and their families and em-
failures which led 1o the patched with sand, cement amid ongoing violations. achance to turn back, but the  would personally deliver the Survivors of the collapse Some of the survivorshad ~ phasised that accountability
deaths of 34 people and left 28 and mortar. weak i report’s findi told the minister before the lost limbs and were unable to  must follow,
others injured when the par- The report found that the had also been inadequate — meant there was no incentive “felt it was important that briefing that they i work, but were “This should never have
tially built structure collapsed initial failure had occurred in in the basement — or obligation — to do so.” they hear directly from me. not to face challenges, with the tumned away and told toreturn  happened,” he said.
on May 6 last year. the basement and ground- area had been ignored. and es- The minister said he had through the media or social it of labour alleged- with documents. “We owe it to the victims
Myeni said workers had floor slabs, which collapsed sential data such as trial pit lo- jpromised survivors and the media, why this tragedy hap- Iy failing to assist them ade- The Engineering Councilof  and their families to ensure it
raised alarms long before the under insufficient load-bearing  cations and DCP (Dynamic families of the victims thathe ~ pened.” quately: SA (Ecsa) has charged a regis- never happens again."
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