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NICOLA DANIELS “A subcontractor warned of cracks "If criminal ing is estab- 
nicola danietsgsnl oz starting to as carly as 2023 to  lished, those ible must be pros- 

the extent that one could see ecuted without delay. We must ensure 
TWO days before the deadly George  them while in the basement.  that people are held accountable for 34 
building collapse which claimed  The site instructed these  souls losing their lives. No contractor, 
the llvu of 34 a contractor  cracks to be with a mixtureof  engineer, or official should be beyond 
observed uni movements  sand, cement and mortar” the reach of the law" 
and vibrations on the roof slab. The health and safety agent also He said the concrete used in the: 

Cracks were also noted around g construction slabs did not meet required specifi- 
the base of a column on the that it was " ible to safeguard the  cations. 
floor that resembled punch- im:ruu the dient and contrac. “Where l9w25 ascal were| 
patterns, Concerns were safety needed, only 13 of concrete 
mudlmrddnmnw-m lhcCBEuld.'l‘heECSAfimh:rfiwnd were 
columns and the large spaces mengmeu}ni.ltyfnrmnlmun Mmmmmmrflgh& 
them. ventions including misrep These are sy 

These and other damning find-  of academic or i enforcement, und 
ings came to light after Public Works  tions and failure to give due regard to  culture, Whll ned here more 
and Infrastructure minister, Dean  and prioritise the health, safety, and  than a year ago was a lethal conver- 
Macpherson, released the outcomes of  interests of the , among others, E:my of these failures which resulted 
investigations into the George building “The Tribunal has decided to the deaths of 34 people. At every 
collapse, at a media briefing in George  impose the sanctions, a max- there was a chance to turn 
on Saturday. imum permissible fine in terms of the but because of the weak regu- 

He was joined by the Council for Fines Actand cancellation  latory environment, there was T 
the Built Environment (CBE) as well  ofthe it ionandthe  no incentive or requirement to do so’ 
as the Enginecring Council of South  removal of their name from the ECSA  Macpherson said. 
Africa, who found a long list of issues  register,” the regulator Police spokes) 
behind the tragedy which claimed 34 Macpherson said the would Spisamfim)ed investigation was 
lives and left a further 28 people seri-  also form part of the police investi-  still w - 
ously injured, last year. gation. To Page 2 
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Investigation into 
construction site 
collapse in George 

“An nm}ucn dodm wn opened at 
the time of the incident by the George 
police. The investigation s at an 
advanced stage. The case docket will 
be referred to the National Prosecuting 
Authority for a decision upon the con- 
clusion of the police probe. The police 
are not at liberty to dwulgt any other 
information at l{\u stage” Spies said. 

Over the next three years, the min- 
ister said new regulations, legislative 
amendments, mandatory standards 
and emergency protocols will be imple- 
mented, among others. 

GOOD party councillor in George, 
Ch:mlelllc Kyd rllltl'd 'f:; the CBE 
report, along with all other reports to 
heplnagled ‘mscouncil. G 

“We must act decisively to ensure 
that evcry municipality, including 

1o stren; aver- 
slg}ul auefi rmd d dm‘l’:;: gaps 
exposed by this collapse. The planning 
department must review the findings, 
lnl:rd'ml rolclene; must be interro- 

where necessary, corrective 
f’::ions must be taken. If we fail to act 
now, we fail every worker who enters a 
construction site tomorrow,” said Kyd.       
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