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REVITALISATION
Ramaphosa targets
construction mafias as
he launches R1trillion
infrastructure initiative

SIYABONGA SITHOLE
Synbonga sahoieBin <oz

PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa has
given the construction industry the
green light ta initiate mega infrastruc-
ture projects to turbocharge the coun-
try's economy through infrastructure
dt\ck)plnr:lll

maphosa said his administration
has plumd the infrastructure devel
ment programme at the centre of Ige
country’s economic growth.

Ramaphosa, who is preparing to
welcome international leaders to the
G20 Summit next week, addressed the
2025 National Construction Summit
held at the Birchwood Hotel in Ekurhu-
leni yesterday.

He stated that the RI trillion
medium-term budget allocation by
Finance Minister Enoch Godongwana is
central in his administration’s bold plans
for the country, with all the involved
ministers also committed to seeing the
country being turned into a big con-
struction site.

On Wednesday, Finance Minister
Enoch Godongwana announced that
the government will allocate over R1
trillion 1o K;nblk infrastructure projects
over the Medium-Term Expenditure
Framework (MTEF).

The construction industry’s recent
job growth, as by the labour

force st 3 the favourable
allmnlmuvz- bolstered Pr:':::a::
Ramaphosa’s confidence.

He urged Inlerluﬂonal visitors 1o
observe the ongoing projects nationwide,
believing lhu \rm ility will stimulate
investment in the country’s infrastruc-
ture develoj programme, which is
crucial for the struggling econamy.

“The construction industry is a cru-
cial driver for the growth we envision for
our country. This industry has contrib-
uted I](Dﬂﬂla';{y\&sin the third quarter of
this year, and these new jobs reflect an
u[mmlg:n the industry.

e jobs are transforming com-
munities, contributing to a more inclu-
sive South Africa, and llﬂ is why we
are committed to RI 1 g
over the medium term. ‘I‘hns is the first
time since the dawn of democracy that
such large sums have been commitied (o
lllfr;ll:mslnrz. muum‘ -

e suminit, o the Con-
struction hulmu;.gcvdnpnxm Board
(CIDB), has brought together govern-
mentleaders, industry professionals, and
n;:ﬁ:alm in ldl:rld;‘ux confront ddmrz
c acceleraie performance, ans

"s‘i:ndmm for a more capable,
mchullw and future-ready construction
sector.

In his l:eymle address at the event,
Ramaphosa delivered a firm rebuke to
construction mafias and other disruptive
elemema

, he stressed, a
|hml w the rv:ry of essential infra-
structure services within communities.

“Visitors must see we are a country
at work. We will not negotiate with con-
struction mafias, and we will certainly
not yield to cable thieves, In fact, we
should say we have declared war on
construction mafias and they will not

e the p
are mamhn:ﬂ efcdlarndi

are in dealing with &-:-
want nms hdc.'";‘; said.

Minister of Public Works and
Infrastructure, Dean Macpherson, said
the department is winning the war

inst construction mafias after hav-
ing Ltn'ngﬂmntd collaborative efforts
between the department and law enforce-
ment agencics.

He md since the last summit, there
have been fewer construction site stop-
pages, with an increase in the number
of arrests made against disruptive forces.
hm"]l'-ulhnn’iug our Jast gn.;dnmn in Dur-

last year, we commit to restoring
h\r(dndy;‘\‘kfil our construction sites,
which have been riddled with the reign
of terror.

“We need to restore public confidence
in the construction sector if we are to
trn South Africa into a construction
site. Since our last summit, we have made
major progress against so-called con-
struction mafias, umlg\hmed partner.
d'npa across government and business”

Page 10of 1

www.meltwater.com/za | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg: +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright © Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.




