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We force Deeds Office action

= Impractical to fix
existing building so
interim measures are

being implemented.

Thando Nondywana

he department of pub-

lic works has six weeks

to identify and approve

a new temporary loca-

tion for the Deeds Office
following an urgent intervention
by the director-general of the de-
partment of rural affairs and land
reform, under whose auspices the
office falls.

The intervention happened af-
ter The Citizen detailed the dire
situation at the Johannesburg of-
fice, which is said to be an unsafe
and unfit work environment.

The relocation comes amid on-
going infrastructure challenges
that have disrupted operations at
the Johannesburg office for the
past two weeks.

During a visit to the building on
Monday, director-general Mooket-
sa Ramasodi and his team, includ-

ing the chief registrar of deeds,
acknowledged that the building’s
conditions were unsuitable for
work and approved the relocation
of 175 employees to new premises.

Public  Servants  Associa-

tion (PSA) provincial organiser
Sibusiso Ndzala confirmed that
though a permanent building is
expected to be ready in 2026, em-
ployees will move into an inter-
im facility due to the urgency of

the situation.

Itis understood that during the
meeting, public works initially
suggested renovations.

But the director-general reject-
ed the idea, citing high costs and

UNSAFE: DIRECTOR-GENERAL GIVES DEADLINE OF SIXWEEKS FOR JHB OFFICE TO MOVE

impracticality.

However, an agreement de-
tailed that over the next few
weeks, the staff will temporar-
ily work from the ground floor,
with a rotation system allowing
examiners to work from home
while a task team comprising
management and organised la-
bour has been established to
oversee the move and ensure the
new workspace meets proper
standards.

“Previously, we successfully
relocated Treasury and e-Gov-
ernment offices under similar
circumstances. The priority is
employee safety.

“During this transition, work-
ers will rotate shifts due to space
limitations, ensuring service de-
livery continues. It is the employ-
er's responsibility to implement
strategies that maintain opera-
tions despite the move.”

Karla Strydom, a committee
member of the Johannesburg
Attorneys Association property
committee, welcomed the direc-
tive by the DG but expressed con-
cern over the backlog at the Deeds
Office.
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