<O)> Meltwater

Outside Insight

Publication: Saturday Star - Main Reach: 8263

Title: Taxpayers foot R10.3m bill for ministerial .
., residences, R143 000 for curtains AVE:R 18474.46

al

Publish date: 13 Sep 2025 Author: MAYIBONGWE MAOHINA

mayibongwe.maghina@inl.co.za
Page: 4

EXPENSES
Taxpayers foot
R10.3m bill

for ministerial
residences,
R143 000 for
curtains

MAYIBONGWE MAGHI!
maybongwe maghratin co.za

TAXPAYERS have footed a bill of
R10.3 million for the maintenance of
ministerial residences since the forma-
tion of the Government of National
Unity (GNU) after the elections last

year.

This figure, revealed by Public
Works and Infrastructure Minister
Dean Macpherson In response to
parllamentary questions, Includes
R143 000 allocated for the replacement
of curtains at one of the residences.

The inquiry was sparked by MK
Party MP Visvin Reddy, who sought a
detailed breakdown of expenses related
to maintenance projects such as
Kitchen refurbishments, pest control,
curtain installations, and generatar
servicing at ministerial residences in
Bryntirion Estate, Pretoria, and Groote
Schuur Estate, Cape: Town, since April
2024.

According to Macpherson's find-
ings, a total of R7.3m was spent on
maintenance in Cape Town, while
R3.Sm was allocated to the Pretoria
residences. Notably, the minister con-
firmed there were no kitchen upgrades
or pest control services rendered at
Bryntirion Estate.

Mxph—mm reported mm the

‘work carried out in Preto-
ria m:ludrd various repairs m ceilings
and floor coverings, door repairs and
lock replacements, fixing water-dam-
aged cupboards, replacernent of dam-

wooden floors, wall crack repairs,
and painting, as well as replacement of
a water-damaged ceiling.

“The total amount spent Is
R 582 160.54," he said.

Additional expenses included
plumbing repairs. of R1 310 64182,
generator servicing costing R364 125,
and RSS8 040 spent on mechanical
services, which inchuded servicing fire
extinguishers, servicing of kitchen and
laundry equipment, repairs of gates,
and servicing of air conditioners.

A total of R9S6 682.54 in costs was
incurred on electrical services such as
servicing the mini substations, repair-
ing damaged underground electrical
cable, repairing street lights, wall plugs,
and dead light bulbs.

Only one set of curtains was
procured for a house assigned to an
Llﬂllimd deputy minister.

ria office has only procured
wmm\ 1‘01 one house alumln! w0

a deputy minister at an amount of
R143 000 due to the extent of damage
suffered to them,” Macpherson said

He said the total amount spent on
Bryntirion Estate was K3 591 649.90,

Turning to Groote Schuur Estate,
Macpherson indicated that there were
also no kitchen upgrades or curtain
installations.

However, the pest control ser-
vices were rendered at a cost of
RI2 320, with five generators serviced
for R478 907,

The mzlmtnan(t of grounds and
ganden was conducted at a cost of
Ri 454 ml nlxmguh cleaning fees
of R185 200,

Additional charges for electrical
repairs totalled RS9 598.40, plumbing
repairs were R36 920.75, and fees for
ire shers and hydrants were
st 722.68, while automated garage

oors and gate motor repairs were
Rnl zu! 17.
herson said the largest sum of
&S IJ.“ 761.13 was spent on structural
repairs, which included roof repairs,
damp wall fixes, waterproofing, paint-
ing and varnish, repairs to wooden
storm water drainage, and laun-

dry equiy t.
“The total amount spent is
&7 368 453.13, Work was approved by

the maintenance team.”
Meanwhile, the minister has dis-
closed the value of the 119 ministerial

In a reply to ActionSA MP Malebo
Patricla Kobe, Macpherson said the
total book value for Cape Town resi-
dences is R81 824 575, and for Pretoria
residences, R44 439 054,

He also said the total market value
for Cape Town residences is R324 641
000, while that for Pretoria residences
was R91 336 000.
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