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PRISON

Calls for
foreigners to
serve sentence
in own country

THEOLIN TEMBO
theolin.tembaBint co.za

CHAIRPERSON of the Portfolio Com-

llwmni)ﬂ'dfn;:gnmtkmmmthe

country’s prisons, and ideally wants them
to serve out their sentences in their own

countrics. N .
Ramolobeng was addressiny l
m:dlnnndmkj!ddns g
Security Cluster Cmmmxlte()mrpct
sons’ briefing on Monday, July 7.

Ramol began her address by

m';ldlcldl nsitmlﬂaalimumlt;:lmm
provide input on areas ieve
should be amended or strengthened,
including Section 73 nflhe Act, which
deals with the rnamgemmldfnmgn
national inmates in the
debate
were

“We heard during the
that the minister indicated
24 000 foreign national inmates in correc-
tional centres across the country, which
costs the state R11 million per day.

“The committee is seriously con-
cerned that our correctional facilities

The commirtee has raised concerns

they've witnessed during oversight visits
to some uflhcsc facilitics,

4 _‘pamcuhrly
mtqiﬂenepmmmmuk\m
and Infrastructure (DPWTI) and the con-

dition of the kitchens.
"The DCS has informed the commit-

tee that DPW1 has devolved maintenance
of infrastructure to the DCS, However,
this is done without bu
allocation to DCS. informed
comnittee that a total of R&42 125349 was

auspices. of User Charges Allocation in the
2024/25 financial year,’ Ramolobeng said.
She stated that the committee has
since resolved to request that the Min-
ister of Public Works and Infrastructure
Tpearbehmhecommmwm 15 July to
iscuss this matter and other infrastruc-

have so many foreign nationals, but cur
country has not entered into an inmate
exchange programme with any country.

“We intend to review this provision

ically as it relates to the Incarceration  PRISONERS at Goodwood Comrectional Centre during an an oversight visit. | BRENDAN MAGAAR Independent Newspapers Archives
of foreign nationals. We want to provide
fr foreign nationals serving life sentences
1o serve their sentences in countrics  facilities, which costs the department mmlmﬂ.mﬂxnmmnrm
of origin due to the costs associated with ~ R482 per day and over R13 000 hly jon of our
housing foreign inmates in correctional  for cach detaince. m&w“wkwwﬂ'ﬁlmm

said. “Taking into consideration the press-  tainable sol while also addressi

“We encourage the minister toconsult g issue of overcrowding in our correc- theumrlendedw‘lsaquenceddwﬂm
further with the Minister of Home Affairs  tional facilities, many remand detainees hwugaga!moﬁmdmha«dondmt
regarding the intention o review this  are in the centres for months and years  socio-economic status,” said.
pmﬂs nmplyhemmﬂr)cannmaﬁudmpez She explained that there are two leg-

slob g also add d bail, which at times is as Jow as R300,”  islative provisions intended to assist wi
mnmdmguﬁhnilmwlhbﬂi.ldlns said, i ing in correctional
than Rl 000, where she said that the "We cannot have a system that fur- faulmcs.gutmmhtrtlrympmdxmag
of Correctional Services thcrycrpcmmﬁrmmhmthatom very minimal results.
S) reports a total of 166 008 inmat The nalmn:nmgmlhc
centres nationwide, com- thmnummume Dcpvunenlnfmmam

prising 104 117 wmmwdimnmand the Judicial Insp for P as well as other key stake-
61 891 detainees. Correctional Services for their efforts to hid:rs.tnlak:smotdym:dnm

“ detainees are the biggest  undertake a feasibility study on a pilot bail wnhﬂwmx'bmxﬂmdusdmf
contributor to overcrowding in correc-  fund for a do not emanate from DCS not
tional centres. We are concerned about  bail amount of R1 000 delivering on its mandate”

keepi

the staggering cost of keeping and main-
taining remand detainees in correctional

"Allhaugi this is a band-aid to the
1L of 3
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about the state of correctional facilities

ture challenges faced by DCS.
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