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BUILDING COLLAPSE
Construction
sitesin
Knysna face
inspections
after George
tragedy

GENEVIEVE SERRA
genevieve heunis@inl co.z0

A YEAR after the George building
collapse, which claimed the lives of 34
people and left 28 injured, the Depart-
ment of Employment and Labour
continues oversight on_construction
sites in towns such as Knysna, which
saw multiple undocumented forei
nationals faken nto cust the
sites closed Iempon\n‘lz.

In a statement, the riment con-
Hbniadrhiat Adrling & midiNaplioaey
and unannounced inspection held on
June 3, they visited the construction
and hospitality sector in Knysna, where
several undocumented workers were
found.

“At one construction site, gross con-
travention of labour legislation was
discovered, which led to the temporary
closure of the site!” said the department

“Multiple undocumented foreign
nationals were taken into police cus-
tody on site, all thanks to the swift work
of the joint venture between the depart-
ment's Inspection and Enforcement

s the lo: nysna
olice office, as well as Home Affairs’
rder Management hority.

“The blitz inspection forms part of

the department’s service delivery cam-
paign in Knysna, #Yazini #Delservices
#workersrig]
Teboho Thejane, chief communica-
tions officer, said as it was a multidisci-
thur blitz, they could not comment
ormally on undocumented persons,
when asked how many persons were
detained.

“As the labour migration act is out-
side our scope we do not effect arrests,
but we look at, Basic Conditions of
Employment Act,(BCEA), National
Minimum Wage Act, (NWM), Labour

jons Act, ( LRA), Emp
Equity Act, (EEA ) and, Occugallullil
Health and Safety Act, (OHSA) to
mention a few.” he said.

vices (IES) nationally does have proac-
tive and reaction inspection in different
sectors, inclusive of contraction. Con

struction is one of the sectors under our
radar. Because such blitz inspections
include other role players ... when
they are arranged and finalised we will
inform accordingly”

In January, the Department of
Employment and Labour carried out
a similar blitz in Camps Bay where 10
illogal imenigrants were found working
at restaurants, and their employers hels
accountable, with one arrested.

The Department of Home Affairs's
David Hlabane did not respond to
queries.

Just last week, the Minister of Pub-
lic Works and Infrastructure, Dean
Macpherson, received the final report
from the Council for the Built Envi-
ronment (CBE), through its body
Engineering Council of South Africa
lEgSA). surrounding the tragic George
uilding collapse.

e said the department will care-
fully study the report ta develop a path-
way forward to ensure such a collapse

never h: ns again.
farlicr, the George Municipality
also confirmed that lhle final report
the i 1
investigation of the site, which was
commissioned and undertaken by the
Engineering Design Services (EDS),
has been handed over to the police.

Human Settlements Minister.
Thembi Simelane, said via a report
that the municipality was at fault for
approving the apartment block’s plan
when it was already in the process of
construction.

The municipality clarified that
they were audited with no signifi-
cant findings and that the plans were
agprov:d in line with regulations and
that they did not have evidence that
the construction went ahead despite
the approval being processed.

Simelane addressed the media on
April 8, in which she revealed that
five officials from the National Home
Builders Regulatory Council (NHBRC)
were suspended and could face crimi-
nal charges. including that of the devel-

rs behind the construction, Neo

ictoria Developments, and that there
were no arrests at this stage.
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