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KWAZULU-NATAL Public Works and 
Infrastructure MEC, Martin Meyer, 
has warned contractors doing shodd 
work for the government that they wil 

Ml;:‘klltllm“i he hand of eaking at the handing over of a 
nMyrdurghhcd building at RK Khan 
hospital on Friday, the MEC expressed 
his din{pomhmnl that the R58 mil- 
lion refurbishment would have been 
long completed if the first contractor 
had finished the work, waming that 
the provincial government has taken a 
decision to black list all contractors that 
would abandon projects or fail to finish 
work on time and in budget. 

He said under his | ip as the 
new political head of the department 
he would make sure that contractors 
finished the work they've been assigned 
or face black-listing. He also warned   
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those that fail to finish within the 
budget allocated that there will be no 
additional funds made available, and 
there would be uences for fa 
to finish on time within the budget that 
was allocated. 

“Gone are the where contrac- 
tors would pull cut from the projects 
and come back to do more ml for 
this ment. This is a new Public 
Waorks and Infrastructure and things 
have changed. All contractors must 
finish work or face black-listing. I need 
them to finish the projects on and in 
budfifl." said Meyer. 

¢ also warned contractors about 
almbad weather as an excuse for 
finishing projects on time, and said that 
by now everyone knows we are living 
under the current conditions brought 
about by climate change, Ihatfnrr:‘l.fi:y 
must plan accordingly. 

The public hospital in Chatsworth 
south west of an was ravaged by 

2022 floods which resulted in the clo- 
sure of two wards and a theatre. This 
forced the hospital to transfer patients 
to the n;:&?ounns hospitals. 

The MEC also revealed that recently 
he went through a document that gov- 
ernment uudaltl\ predict wut)mfi~ 
terns over the coming decades and that 
document showed the province will 
see 150 millimetres of rain in a lll\fle 
day, in a 50 year cycle, however, the 
rnw‘ma has seen such occurrences at 
least 5 times this year alone. 

“This means that when planning 
for delays in a project, adverse weather 
conditions must now be factored in. 
This also means building hospitals 
differently in a way that makes them 
more resilient to the changing exter- 
nal environment and thereby maki 
them better e to save lives/ Conclded MEC Mepe. 
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