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Contractor woes
mean spent cash
can't be recouped

By Tshwarelo eseng Mogakane

The Mpumalanga government
has spent more than R700-mil-
lion on a school that was meant
to rescue impoverished chil-
dren on farms in the Mkhon-

tion. Instead, it has become a fi-
nancial sinkhole that threatens
to swallow over R748-million,
with zero return on investment.

A confidential report present-
ed to the provincial executive
committee on April 3. 2025.
and seen hy Sunday World,
shows that by March thisyear,
R703.805.453.19 had already
been spent, yet the school re-
mains incomplete.
Construction began in 2018
with an initial spend of just
over R51-million.

Each year since. more mon-

ey has poured in: R213-mil-
lion in 2019/20, R134-million
in 2020/21, R79-million in
.and another R169-mil-

lion in 2023/24.
The 2024/25 budget ring-
fenced an additional R78.8-mil-
lion, of which only 75.6% has

job proved to be too big.

CCB was previous una-
ble to complete the infamous
R500-million Mpumalanga

spokespe
Annerie Weber called the de-
bacle a taxpayer betrayal.
“This delayed construction
has become a burden to tax-
payers and probably another
cash cow for ANC comrades,”
she said.
“Construction was supposed
to be an 18-month project. But
by April 2025, the project is

blocked an official
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submit their applications.
“This unreasonable require-
ment imposes a financial bur-
den on unemployed residents
and effectively excludes local

said Thoko Mashiane, Action-

lenmodmstly
ated a fair, transparent hiring

Bongani
person for the Department
of Public Works, Roads and
Transport, confirmed receipt
of a detailed media enquiry and
promised to respond.

timistically projected that the
project would be completed by
April 5. it also listed major de-

subcontuctou and recruit-
ment-linked

Yet, with almost three-quar-
ters of a billion rand already
gone. accountability remains as
incomplete as the school itself.
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