<{OD> Meltwater

Outside Insight

Publication: Witness - Main
Title: Police living in fear of criminals at Alexandra barracks
Publish date: 03 Feb 2025
Page: 1

ZAMAMYEZA

Police officers and their families in
the Alexandra Police Station barracks
are living in appalling conditions and
under siege from criminal vagrants
who have invaded portions of the un-
kept buildings.

The vagrants who live on the po-
[lice property are reportedly even
ing into the cars parked there
and stripping parts pipes from the
building.

‘With no clear accountability from
either the South African Police Ser-
vice (SAPS) or the Department of
Public Works residents describe an
environment where basic services
have collapsed.

Persistent water and electricity
outages, overgrown grass, and un-
collected refuse have turned the bar-
racks into an uninhabitable space,
residents said.

To make matters worse, officers
report that their monthly rent has
skyrocketed from R900 to R6000 in
just three months — without any
parent improvements to their li
conditions,

Adding to their distress, some of-
ficers were ordered to vacate the bar-
racks in July 2024, While some com-
plied, others submitted reasons why
[they could not leave and have since
been left in limbo, with services grad-
ually being withdrawn.

“Some of us left and others were
given the opportunity to motivate
reasons to remain and that was the
end of it. They stopped collecting the
refuse, we now rely on burning the
garbage. It is always smelling here”
said an officer, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The abandoned barracks are now
home to vagrants, who not only oc-
cupy the empty rooms but also ap-
parently engage in criminal activities
such as stealing water pipes and elec-
tricity cables. “They told us that we
need to leave because they wanted to
turn these quarters into offices. We
sleep with vagrants here. We park our
cars outside; they break the locks and
steal our car parts.

“A neighbour’s battery and wheel
caps were stolen recently. They have
stolen water pipes that supply water
to an entire block of barracks.

“The people that live in those bar-
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The Alexandra Police Station barracks have been left abandoned for the past three months. Grass has overgrown, refuse
ZAM,

has not been collected and vagrants have been

racks now have to walk to our side of
the barracks just to get water” the
officer added.

Despite reporting the issues to
their own police station, officers
claim that no action has been taken.

“No case was even opened. I live
with five of my ehildren, with one be-
ing four years old.

“I don’t have any other home apart
from the one I have here. Some of
us, those who can afford it, are still
building houses to live in but until
they are done these are the condi-
tions we have been subjected to,” an-
other officer said.

When The Witness reached out to
SAPS for clarification on the lack of
maintenance, the department shifted
responsibility to the Department of
Public Works.

“The maintenance of the said bar-
racks is done by the Department of
Public Works and Infrastructure, and
such they will be better suited to

some of the
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respond to your enquiry. However,
there have not been any new cases
of theft reported to the police which
happened at the said barracks,” said
KwaZulu-Natal SAPS spokesperson

Robert Netshiunda.

However, the Department of Pub-
lic Works refuted this claim, insisting
that the barracks are the police's re-
sponsibility.

Police living in fear of criminals
at Alexandra barrac

“I have been informed that the
SAPS manage the living quarters, en-
quiries should therefore be referred
to them. We do not get involved in
the operational matters of the SAPS
such as management of living quar-
ters,” said James de Villiers, media li-
aison officer and spokesperson in the
Office of The Minister in the Depart-
ment of Public Works.

With each department pointing
fingers at the other, police officers
and their families said they remain
caught in the middle, subjected to
worsening conditions with no ac-
countability.

“They at least need to communi-
cate with us and tell us what is hap-
pening. Instead, we are in the dark
and being thrown from office to of-
fice. These are our lives. One would
think that we feel safe and secure liv-
ing in a police station, but that has
really not been the case,” said anoth-
er frustrated officer.
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