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Elderly forced to spend pensions 
on water as village taps run dry 
  

  

Deputy president to lead ness development  minister 
delegation to Eastern Stella Ndabeni will visit the I ls e s e st | N0 to Fossil Fue 
challenges including itation Agency at Kaplen vilage - 
water supply in Mthatha on Thursday. e — ] — 

Later, the deputy president 2      ZUBENAM MHLATHI will join water & sanitation 

  

and ASANDA NINI ‘minister Pemmy Majodina at 
‘water infrastructure projects in 

Seventy-six-year-old Nozolile Qunu. 
Nelokwana says she no longer On Tuesday, abaThembu se- 
remembers whatit feelslike to nior traditional leader Nkosi 
open a tap and see waer PAUL MASHATILE Mfundo Bhovulengwe Mtirara 
splash out. said one of the biggest chal- 

“I've lost count of the years lenges in the area was unem- 
since I last saw a tap that drips  nity .. elatingto.amongother  ployment. 
water in our community” she  things, lack of adequate water  “Qunu is Mandela's home 
said. and sanitation, electricity, ac- and attractsa lot of tourists, but 

For Ntlokwana and other  cess roads and infrastructure.  there's not even a decent B&B 
residents of Ngolo village, se- “The visit offers the oppor- i the area, or any other 
curing water is a constant  tunity for the government to  tourism-related project. 
struggle. Rainfall is unreliable, ~address service delivery chal-  “People feel the department 
and many households are lenges affecting the commu-  oftourism hasdone nothingfor 
forced to spend what litte nity of Qunu. and will be a the area, despite it being a 
they have on buying water,  platform to evaluate progress tourist attraction. 

For pensioners, that means  achieved in the rollout of the  “The nearby Mghekezweni 
usingtheirsocial grantstocov-  district development model”  village has been identified as a 

  

er the cost of water for drink-  Khoza said. national heritage site, but there 

ing, cooking and washing. Mashatile was expected 1o is not even a decent road lead- 
“We rely on rain and weare  be joined by premier Oscar  ing o 

forced to buy water with our  Mabuyane and several mem- Nearby villages had constant 
elderly grant money,” Ntlok- ~bers of President Cyril Rama-  water challenges. 
wana said. phosa’s cabinet to “interact Mthatha businessman and 

“If we run out of water mid-  with local stakeholders, and  Eastern Cape Chamber of Busi- 
month, | go into debt to buy  visit key projects in sectors mess president Vuyisile Ntla- 
water again. Those who can-  such as agriculture, water and  bathi said he doubted any sig- 
not afford it, fetch from the sanitation, small. mediumand  nificant change would come 
rivers where livestock drink”  micro enterprises, which con-  from Mashatile’s visit 

‘These and other service de- tinue to drive job creation  “Hewill come,andmakea ot 
livery problems in the OR initiatives, enhance economic  of promises, like all others, but 
Tambo district have drawn the  growth and help to eradicate  leave us with nothing.” 
attention of the national gov-  poverty”, Khoza said. Mthatha Ratepayers & Res- 
emment. Aspartofthe Mashatilevisit  idents Association spokesper- 
Deputy president Paul Ma-  buildup progrmme. sport,  son and municipal councillor |  The Red Rebel brigade of Extinction Rebellion Cape Town and Greenpeace Africa members protest outside the African Energy Week conference at the Cape Town International 

shatile will visit former states-  arts & culture deputy minister  Madyibi Ngxekana said:“I have | Convention Centre on Tuesday. The Red Rebels are highlighting the compllcity o the fossilfuel Industry n the climata crisis and caling on conference delegates to embrace a 
man Nelson Mandela's home ~ Peace Mabe will visit the loststrength in speaking about |  mew-emergy future. pcure GAL0 MACES, BENTON CEA01       village of Qunu on Thursday, ~ Mthatha Arts Centre, while the service delivery challenges 
about 35km from Ngolo, to  public works and infrastruc-  we face. 

        

assess service delvery. ture deputy minister Sihle “All 1 can say is the deputy 
Mashatie will lead 3 high-  Zikalala will formally hand president has arrived herevery  Provincial co-operative gov- challenges in the OR Tambo  Quarries, which has donated ity of the water shortages. and drilled five boreholes. 

level delegation of cabinet overownershipoftwobridges late. as the term of local gov- emance & traditional affairs district, “especially in Qunu, four Jojo tanks, each holding  -Oneofthemain pressureson  Not one has produced a sus- 
ministersonafactfindingmis- i Port St Johns. emment nears its end. People  spokesperson PheelloOliphant  Libode, Ngqeleni, Maanduli, 5,000 ltres. our network s that many tainable yield 
sion 10 establish service de-  Mashatile and small busi-  are tired of empty promises”  said pressing service delivery and many other villages [in-  The tanksare filled weekly.  households have been upgrad-  Despite these efforts, resi- 
livery challenges faced by com- cluded nol water, the terrible  “They donated the fojotanks, e illegally. moving from the ~dents said they had been hear- 
munities in the area state of the roads, absence of  and we fetch water from there  original RDP standardsupplyto  ing empty promises for more 
On Tuesday, Mashatiles . clectricity, poverty, lack of  when the municipal tankshave  high-level houschold connec-  than a decade. 

spokesperson  Keith Khoza @0 If we run out of water recreational facilitiesforyoung  not been filled.” Ntlokwana tions. Zama Ntanjana said the com- 
confirmed the visit as part of people, poor connectivity and  said. “This has resulted in a far  munity was tired of waiting. 
~government efforts to streng- mid-month, | go into debt to job opportunities”. ‘Transkel Quarries communi-  higher demand than the system  “We are ired of the munic- 
then the capacity o deliver Some Ngolo villagers said  tylaison officer AfikaSodosaid  was designed o carry” ipality's empty promises. 
public services to communi- buy water again. Those who they spent thousands amonth  the initiative was to ease im-  Kolwane said the municipal-  “We were promised bore- 

i on water from private tankers  mediate hardships while the ity had deployed 18 waterstor-  holes, but we never got fecd- 
The working visit by the cannot afford it, fetch from the o bought small containers of municipality worked on age tanks, extended and re- back. These tanks are not 

deputy president takes place water for about Ri00 each.  longer-term solutions. paired water reticulation pipes, enough for the community” 
in response to service delivery rivers where livestock drink The communify recendy  OR Tambo district municipal 
concems raised by represen- found some relief through 3 spokesperson Neebalazi Kol- 1 dlaillydispatch.co.za 
tatives of the Qunu commu- partership with Transkei  wane acknowledged the sever- 
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