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Five million positions
I d for: { but

ment and other employment

existing EPWP workers
vent frustration

ZIYANDA ZWENI and
APHIWE DEXLERK

As President Cyril Ramaphosa
promised five million jobs to
Eastern Cape residents on
Wednesday, hundreds of wark-
ers in the erowd protested over
the expanded public works
programme he was touting.
Ramaphosa was in East Lon-
don to celebrate 20 years of the
BOVEIMMENT'S jobs programme.
He told thousands of people
at the Buffalo City stadium that
over the next five years the
programme would create a mil-
lion jobs a year across the coun-
ry.
"W are confident that phase
five of the EPWP will grow:
“We are targeting having five-
million participants in the next
five years in the phase we are
entering, compared with 14-
millicn in the past 20 years.
"We believe creating five-mil-
lion jobs _.. in the next five vears
is possible, going on the recard
that we see in all our provinees.
We want It to be more focused,
we want it to be better because
we now have experience.”
Ramaphosa said the new
phase of the EFWP would focus
on more targeted exit strategies
for  pamicipants,  including
training,  enterprise develop-

"We have seen that EPWF is
not justaside programme, itis a
[eritical] programme which we
need o wilise w create op-
portunities —  opportunities
that will train our people, that
will also help a number of peo-
ple to start their own busi-
nesses.

“We have heard testimonies,
we have seen that it has the
capacity and the ability to do
o

The government would treat
the EFWP as an impactful and
critical  government  pro-
gramme that would ensure the
money allocated would not be
abused.

It would also ensure nepo-
tism was blocked.

The EPWP programme is
mainly used by municipalities
to clean up community living
spaces, patch potholes, clear
bushes and curt grass.

For years, opposition parties
have criticised the programme,
claiming it is used by the ruling
party to give jobs to members
and supporters.

But while Ramaphosa was
delivering his speech, hundreds
of disgruntled EPWP workers
held up placards protesting
against a new government pol-
icy which would see them out
of work after two years.

Some said the new policy
contradicted  Ramaphosa's
2018 promise thar EPWP waork-
ers should be absorbed by mu-

PROMISES, PROMISES: President Cyril Ramaphosa addresses a crowd at the 20th
anniversary of the EPW programme in East London on Wednesday. #o.ro= 2150

nicipalities.

They said they wanted to
remain on the programme until
retirement age, not just for two

vears.

Deputy public works and in-
frastructure minister Bemnice
Swarts tried to calm the dis-
gruntled workers as Rama-
phosa was speaking.

Thobeka Faltein, a commu-
nity health worker, told Swarts
some EFWP workers in health
institutions in BCM had been
working for about 20 years

without  proper  jobs  or
benefits.

She has been an EFWFP work-
er for 12 years.

*Our pleas fall on deaf ears.

“When we ke our
grievances to the health de-
partment, they refer us 1o pub-
lic works and back and forth.

“We don't know who we be-
long to.

“1 started out earning R1,500.

We were at the forefront of

Covid-19. HIV & Aids and TB.
“'we tested positive we went
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and sat at home for three
months without pay.

“We can't even get RDP hous-
es because we [don't qualify).

“As we stand here, we are not
sure we will be paid this
month.”

Mpumeze Graxa, 44, who has
been working for BCM solid
waste since 2017, said their
salaries were laughable.

“We are on contract.

“We are paid R2,700 that is
taxed.

“Why is it only us here who

are earning 5o little money?
“In Ggeberha, EPWF workers
eam more than R5.000.
“Our overtime has been

scrapped.

“We have been hearing ru-
mours that we will be per-
manently employed, but peo-
ple who came after us are get-
ting permanent jobs.

“When are they employing
us?”

Addressing the workers,
Swarts lambasted them for
causing a seene while the pres-
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at the Buffalo City Stadium during

ident was speaking.

She acknowledged the EPWP
‘was not full-time employment.

But the workers fired back
that in Gauteng EPWP warkers
were employed permanently.

“First of all we must deter-
mine where you are working
and what your contracts say in
the clinics where you woi
Swarts said.

“If they are sending you to us
it is incorrect because as public
works we oversee the whale of
government ..

“According to the Labour Act,
‘we must now determine when
the contracts end and when
they renew them, what the con-
ditions are,

“Many people are unhappy
with the amount they are paid
because EPWF doesn't have a
standard amount.

“That is why we say with
phase five being launched by
the government today. there
must be no EPWP worker
working without having a cer-
tificate that certifies what they
dow

“All these problems you are
describing should have been
sorted before & programme
starts.

i “Theseare the things we must

%

“The only thing 'm against is
that, as the president was talk-
ing, you didn't keep quiet and
sing afterwards*

Swarts asked rthe irate work-
ers o send their grievances to
her department.

Also speaking at the event,
Eastern Cape premier Oscar
Mabuyane used part of his
speech to assure Ramaphosa
that he would be re-elected as
president of the country with-
out being in a coalition gov-
emment,

Speaking about the EPWP
programme. he saic “The East-
e Cape has contributed more
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