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A cabinet
for change

= 54 embrarks on a new pofitical journey with its govem-
ment of national unity {GNU). the eyes of the natinn — and
Indised the world — are watching clossby.

The GNLU lsnt merely a coalition; s a symbaol of hope, a
prowmise of change and the prtential Dluepring for govermance fhat
iranscends ivaditional party nes. Bui for this government te be
e than a reshullling of seats in the eves of volers who callod
for this change, the new cabinet must embody a reimagined
governance, where power is not concentrated bul shared. and
where policymaking benefits from a chorus of diverse volces.

Yes, the ANC's historical gravitas as the dismantler of apart-
Tewd & undenkable, Even so, s prolonged Incumbency has been
tainted by cormuption scandals and inefficiency. Last month’s
election oulcome, with the ANC sulering its worst performance
wer is exhibit A of the public clamour for change — a change that
could be actualised trough a GNU that genuinely reflects SAs
diverse political landscape.

For such a governmend 1o be suthentic, it's crucial that Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa allocates consequential ministerial roles o
GNLI parmers. This goes bevond (okenistic gessures; it s about
enirusting key portfolios — energy. health, education, and rade &
industry — o coalition parners. These arenil just buscauctatic
entities: they ave the engines of policy and reform. By sharing
these pivotal reles, the ANC can demonstrate ils commitment oo
collaborative ant inclusive approach o governance.

This week's formation of KevaZulu-Notal's multparty govem-
ment under Premier Thamd Nrull an IFP leader serving o the
prewvinetal government with the ANC and DA serves as a prime
exaniple of how to meake 3 GNU a reality. The provincil calinet,

which prioritises crime reduc
tion and service delivery, em
IT'S CRUCIAL THAT bodies the collsborative spirit
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ALLOCATES healih, education, ransport and

CONSEQUENTIAL  human setlements portolios
ROLES TO The DA will lead Mnance ami

pulbdic works, The National Free
GNU PARTNERS dom Party (NFF) will be the
custodian of social development.
Thex IFP hiss foar MECs. This mode] promoees shared governance
that is substantive, setting thie right ione that should inspire rans-
formative redmagining across various levels of government.

Fusthermore, the ANC must stand i on its promise to
reduce the size of the cabined. This pledge s as much about cost
cutling as il i aboul streamlining decision - making and demon
siruiing readiness (o make substantive irade-offs i power
sharimg. Walking back on this promise would not only. betray
puthilic: trust but also signal 2 relectance 1o embrace genuine col-
laborutive governance.

A diversified cabinet has the potentlal to be a catabvst for tack -
ling SAs most pressing ssues, such as unemplyment, which
stands at a sagggering 330, and economic stagnation, with GDP
srowih hovering around 1% The inclusion of opposition parties
such as the DA and IFP can inject fresh idess into policy dis
course, potentially leading to more effective solutions.

The benelits of such an armangement are manifold. For one
thing, it can dilute the concentration of power that breeds com-
placency and cormuption. For another, it can foster acoountahilioy
as ooalition pariners serve as checks on one ancther, Impor
tantly, it can restore faith in govemment instiutions - a com
imsodiy thist s inshoet supply but essential for national cohesion

OF course, this set-up is not withoul its dallenges. Coalition
governments can be fraught with the discord of ot being man-
aged effectively. For evidence of that, look no further than the
clrrs in Gaumteng's metros, the control and governance of wiich
have been hanging in the balance as political parties vie for domi-
nance. The key lies in establishing clear governance structures,
fnstering munal respect among cealiion members and ensuring
that navthord interests supersede party politics.

For SA 1o theive in a complex global ladscagse, it must evolve
politically. The ANC will abways be an integral thread in SAs
political tapestry: it need not be the sole weaver of our nation's
dhestimy. A true unity government in which the ANC shares sub-
stantial poower through meaningful mingsterial allocations and
adheres 1o s promise of a leaner cabinet could be the cormer-
stone an which SA builds its future success.

As we ook forward 1o this new era of govermance. let's
remember that begitimacy is camed throogh aotions that alim
with pubdic sentinment. The GNU has an unprecedented opportu-
ity to redefine SA politics by demonstrating that unity is not just
about sharing seats: it's about sharing vision, responsibility and,
above all, reflecting the will of every citizen in the halls of power

Page 1 of 1
www.meltwater.com/za | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg: +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright © Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.


https://www.meltwater.com/za

	Business Day 2024-06-20



