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100 learners benefit from bursaries

ntombikayise Sibeko
ntombis@caxton.co.za

Minister of Public Works
and Infrastructure Sihle Zi-
kalala visited the Kopanong
Hotel and Conference
Centre recently to award
100 bursary recipients from
various provinces.

The selected beneficia-
ries have enrolled to study
various built environment
courses, such as construction
project management, occupa-
tional health and safety and
quantity surveying at univer-
sities across the country.

Zikalala said during the
award ceremony, attended
by various dignitaries, this is

the 10th year that the Depart-
ment of Public Works and
Infrastructure has offered
these bursaries to address the
challenges of the skills pipe-
line and transformation in the
built environment.

“Our university bursary
scheme is one way through
which we respond to the
country’s occupation skills
in high demand as gazetted
by the Department of Higher
Education and Training.

“We support our valued
bursary beneficiaries finan-
cially throughout their ter-
tiary studies until graduation.
Upon completion of studies,
bursary holders join the
department’s internship pro-

gramme wherein they gain
relevant technical experience
for 24 months in line with
their contractual obligation
to the department and by the
DPSA-regulated internship
period,” said Zikalala.

The minister added the
estimated budget per student
is R177 500. This amount
varies based on the institu-
tion and study programme.
The department has allocated
nearly R18m for the 2024
academic year's new intake.

The bursary covers all
university costs, including
tuition fees, accommodation,
meals, textbooks, projects,
excursions, and a month-
ly allowance.
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