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SA’s problems will not be solved overnight — Steenhuisen 
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The DA will use its cabinet 
posts as a vehicle to drive its 
promises to the electorate, 
party leader John Steenhuisen 

said. 
Steenhuisen, who was 

appointed agriculture minister 

on Sunday, said the DA's priori- 
ties would continue to guide 
the work its deployees did in 
government. 

“This includes the urgent 
need to grow the economy and 
create jobs, to bring an end to 
the energy crisis, to combat 
corruption and maladministra- 
tion, and improve the quality 
of services such as education.” 
he said. 

“As the DA takes up our 
rightful place at the cabinet 

table, the same priorities will 
continue to guide the work 
we do.” 
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President Cyril Rama- 
phosa’s cabinet announcement 
on Sunday night ushered in a 
new government, with the DA 
taking the ministries of agricul- 
ture, basic education, public 
‘works and infrastructure, envi- 
ronment, forestry and fisheries, 
home affairs and communica- 
tions and digital technology. 

The party also assumes 

deputy ministry posts in the 
portfolios of finance, trade, in- 
dustry and competition, higher 
education, energy and electrici- 
ty, water and sanitation and 

small business development. 

Steenhuisen admitred the 
task would not be easy and 
said they would not be able to 
turn the tide overnight. 

“We must not get carried 

away by the significance of the 
moment. The truth is the road 
ahead will be difficult. 

“None of us should expect 

the problems to be resolved 
overnight. 

“None of us should expect 
the entrenched problems to be 
solved by politicians alone.” 

He urged South Africans to 
work with the DA ministers, 
saying collaboration should go 
beyond political parties and 
should include citizens. 

“While the historic events of 
the past month have chal- 
lenged political leaders who re- 
spect the constitution to step 
up like never before, the chal- 
lenge must also be met by the 

rest of society. 
“Where the DA is in govern- 

ment, you will be welcomed 
with an open door and open 
hand. We know the time for 
confrontation is over,” he said. 

“The time for collaboration 
has arrived. But the collabora- 
tion is not only between politi- 
cal leaders. 

“Collaboration is also re- 
quired between the govern- 
ment of national unity and the 
people who voted to create it.” 

Steenhuisen defended his 
party's negotiation tactics 
which led to delays in the an- 
nouncement of a new cabinet. 

“The DA was never in this 
for positions for its own sake, 
‘which is why we refused to 
accept watered-down compro- 

mises, and why we drove a 
hard bargain at times to ensure 
the portfolios we get are of real 
substance.” — TimesLIVE     
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