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FISHERIES

Hout Bay harbour to get
a new lease on life

Matthew Hirsch

Thi Howt Bay harbour will get an
upgrade inchiling a new fish
processing and packaging facill-
iy. plus the allocation of 15-vear
fishing rights in the Westem
Cape by Ociober “at the liest”,
in tme for the West Coast
lobester season.

The details were anmounced
at an intergovernmental com-
munity meeting in Hout Bay lase
woek that was attended by pib
lie- works mingster Sible Zikalkala,
officils from the depatment of
forestry, fisheries & the environ-
ment {DFFE], City of Cape Town
offictals. and community mem-
hers.

Fikakala, who has previously
annoursced that B300m would
be sel aside for regairs amd
maindenance of 3 harbours in
Lhis Western Cape, said the new
processing and packaging facili-
ty in Hout Bay will provide jobs
amnd create  opporiunides  for
fishers to market thelr catch,

Upsrades i the  harbour,
which has been blighted by
crime  and  vandalism,  will
Include  refurbishment of the
slipways, removal of sunken
vessels, security MEeasures, wn
upgracde and extension of the
fish-cleaning shed, as well as
electrical infrsst e
upgraces, he saidl

DFFE deputy  director of
small-scake fsheries manage-
ment Abongile Nggongwa sakd
small-scale fishers whe had 10
VEIrS OF Iore experience in
[ishing -refated industries will be
adale 1o Form co-operatives.

The co-operatives will be for
people who rely on fishing-
refated acthities, and “reside in
cornmumnities that are declared
a5 fishing commmnities”.

“Wie need 1o facilitabe support
prograrmies for the small -scale
lisheries sector” Nggongwa sl
wnckling that 707 of small-scalo
fshers have noeconomic ectivi-
by other than Ashing.

Allocating  fishing  righis
neads 10 ke into account that
aringe ressurees are declining,
he  said. “To menage  our
resourees wie need o make sure
thist they are sustainatle”

Professor Moenicha lsascs at
the University of the Western
Cape’s  Instituie  for Poverty,
Land  and  Agrartan  Stdies
(Flaas). said the  government
iriaie o decision lo support big
[shing comgenies becaese they
provided jobs.

“Ower the years _ these hig
oompanies have not increased
the jobs, they have downscaled.
A ot oof the people whio were ket
over have been absorbed into
srmall-scale fishers”

New look: Hout Bay harbour is to

g6t a new processing and

packeging Faciity, which will provide jobs. /Shelley Christians/ The Times

|=zascs sald that when it came
to the sustainability of fshing
stocks, the  government  has
heen “exiremely precautionary”
in allocating fishing rights, but
they've always Fvoured the hig
Companies.

“lf's the companies with the
hig trawlers that are taking the
stock, not pecessarily  small
seide fishers”

A fish production and pack-
ging fecility at the harbour will
b & step in the right direction if
running it and selling to the mar-

“I think: thet is a positive ini
tiative, Hout Bay is a waditional
market where you find a lot of

Max Owinsky, a boat owmer

defence & milltary veterans, said
it B easy to overdook the prob
lemes crested by the depanment
of public works in e
harbwour, That includes a [ormer
Ashmeal factory that has been
vacant and unprotected since
2021, resulting in the building
heing seripped by looters.
“ youd start in Pretoria think -
i ihat thesse are erinmnals, then
VoL ergiEe inoa particular way.
Al one stoge three years ago, the
wi departments dropped pam-
phiets complaining about crimi-
naliey, bt ot onee did they call a
meeting o engxge with the
corrimiity abour wihy that wis
happening e sl
Owinsky proposes 2 work -
shop Bor govermment ofliciaks
and the community o builkd
st
“We need the documents and
W pewd
¢ lrames  ihat
allow for community. paricipa-

tion. That doesnt mean officials
giving seven days for people to
responil 10 a business plan” he
saticl

Gireg Louw, the chair of the
operative, saicl the biggest prob-
lem for the commumity is the
lack of relaionships with the
FOVEFTINEN,

Lanw saicl while Facilities and
infrastructure such as the for-
mer fishmeal Gebory ave eased
to corporations, kocal fishers can
he giveen access,

“Stop booking af us @ only
good enough Tor employrnent;
we can also emiploy people, The
issue ol opportunities s very
important” Louw saicl

Likadaka sabd the department
i= aware Hout Bay harbour is
surrounded by historically dis-
advantaged communities.

“We are commitied o ensr-
ing that thev benelit from the
ceonony of the harbours™ he
saitl.

An assessment of Hout Bay
harbwoaar was conducted by the
S5A Police Service and the
deparmment had implemented s
recommendations.  he  said,
COTV  cameras, hoom  gae
upgrades, perimeter walls and
femwcinnge, and securiny lighting will
Formm et of the uperdes,

Mavoral commitbes menher
fior Uirban Mohbility amd Hout Bay
ward councillor Rob  Ouintas
said he |5 delgghted with the
commiment being shown Ty
the depsirment of public works
o see the harbour realise its
‘vonsiderable social and etmo-
nosnie potendtal”.

In a better to Zikalaka In May,
Cuintas said the City wanded 1o
work with the national govem
ment fo unbock the harbour's
poteniial < GreundLp
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