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By ZIMASA MATIWANE

@ Former Bwadolu-Matal MEC of public
| works Dr Niuthuko Mahlaba was demie (o
| the department of sports, aris & culture on
| the day he wis to wvell 50 posters bearing

s firce across the provinee.

Strangely, Mahlaba's reshullle and the ap
| podntment of his successor Sipho Nkosi was
| announced by acling premier and health
| MEC Momagugu Simelane- Sl

Premier Nomusa Dube-Neabe's office
| sald the head of the executive was in Kenya
| o Tuesday when Smelane-£uln announded
| the changes. She retumed a day later. Her of-
| fiee did not respond when asked wiy the an-

nouncentent could not wait another day,

Mihkiba's redeglovment i widely seen as
| o demodion because the sponls department
| has a much smaller budget and does not gve
| the principal & much exposure as te public
| works & human settlements pontfolbe
AN insiders say the reshulfle was on in-
| straction Trom provincial leaders after an al
| beged fallout between Mahlaba and  bis

former allies provineial secrelary Bhekd

Mtole and chair Sihoniso Duma, ANC leaders
| say Dube-Neube's shsence on the day was
deliberate as she did not want to be caught in
| the paveer struggle,

Dube-Neube's office denled this.

KEN party leaders the Sunday Times

BizaTre KZN

‘eshulfle

MEC Mtuthuko Mahlaba, recently transferred from human settloments & public works to sports,

& billboard that was going to be unveiled
bearing the image of Mtuthulo Mahlaba,
who was human settlements and public
works MEC. Picture: Supplied

spake [0 said Mahlaba's detraciors accise
him of having lobbied Luatuli House to dis
Bandd the ANC provincial executive commil
tee (PECY ahewd of a visit by the national
working commitee (NWC).

Mahlaba’s removal his heen traced hack
0 cracks in KZN's ANC leadership that re-
cently culminated in a sirong pash for dis-
bamdrment of e PEC.

PR

Mahkaba was conspicious by his absence
at the announcement of the provincial cab
inet changes on Tuesday,

He told the Sunday Times he was on daty
when the announcement was mace,

“1 was on my way to meet amakhosl In
Ulundl on the day of the cabinet changes,
When [got back (he judige had 1elt ~ | was 10
et vy,

He refused o comment on how much e
posters cost and whal would happen o
them

Sever] PEC members who spoke to the
Sunday Thmes sakd the initlal decislon was 1o
remave Mahlaba from cablned.

“That was reversed because he has the
ear of the nitional lemdership and removing
Tuiom withoul reson is dangerous, Aller hese
NWE visits, (he national leadership will
miake a decision.

“Ctting il of him before withowl reason,
when there's an outstanding decision from
mational aboul what fo do about KZN, only
reinforees rumaeurs et Mislo is a bully mis
treating others,” an insider said,

Mahlaba is said 10 have formed alliances
with members who are dissatisfied with
Mtoby's leadership style.

Minlo 15 sald o be 3 “bully®, “harsh® and
“difficulr to deal with™ by some whi belleve
Tee is taking the ANC on a destructive path

Speaking 1o the Sunday Times this week,

arts & culture, says it was a strategic reshuffle. Pctire Sandle Ndiow

Mol sl there was no croth o such alkega
Hons, He dended there was ever o decision to
remove Mahlaba, acding it was untrue that
Mahbaba was leading a dishandment cam
palgn against the PEC,

He attrlbuted such a narrative o a “few
individuals who are bitter about the oul-
comes of the provineial conference, whi
Tiasee nod recovered Trom that democraric
process of our movement and are dodng
evervihing in their power o discredit our
Teadership, but they will fail™.

Mahlaba sald he was not campalgning
against the Meobo-led PEC. Nelther was he
unhappy abisut s move 1o arts and culiure,

“People must nod think there is a fight in
e ANC — arts and culture is & siraegic de
partmment and my deployment there is o el
evate L

“Thave never spoken to anyone at nation
al against the leadership 'm part of Speak-
ingd 1o natlonal 15 the responsibiliy of the
provincial secretary and we ane satisfied
with his represenlation,” he said.

Mahlaba also denied [alling outl with
Miobe, “Anyone will tell you 1 was chairing
the caucws that bed to the election of Duma
and Miolo; we ane still together, we are Ane.
We are unbted towands winning the elec-
tions. Peaple are trving 16 create & narmative
that is outside the ANC, but we are working
well togerhver, we are united,” he said
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