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Power to the puppet

ur reluctant president made a rare appearance at the

Uniom Buildings o sign a docunsent that had been
gathering dust - a proclamation assigning powers to the
minister of load-shedding, Kgosicnishio Ramokgopa, almost
three maonths alter e wis appointed, IE ook a tweel by
puppel Chester Missing o sum up the state of the nation
under MeBuffalo: “Ramaphosa just gave the minister of
electrcity actual power. That's how bad load- shedding is,
even the actual minister of power had no power”
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Strategic outrage

owm in the kingdom of the Zulu, King Misuzulu's prime

milnisier, Prince Mangosuthu Buthebezi, was stirring up
a revelt against his majesty. Shenge called a meeting of
armakhosi and IFP mavors o complain that the King reluses
Lo fake his advice on the appointment of the boand of the
Ingonyama Trust. The nonagenarian of Mahlabathini then
dangled a threat to guit as prime minister. “It is not my wish
1o step away from this king, bat if the king refuses to hear my

plea for the Ingonyama Trusi. | cannot continue o serve,” he
said, OF course, he had no intention of resigning. He simply
wanted the amakhost i beg im to stay — the age-obd
strategy he used (o stay at the helm of te IFP for decades,
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Closed-circuit selfie

Tdd Hog and felbow seribes got an invite to the unveiling

of a CCTV camera deep in Diepsloot on Friday — a new
strategy In premier Panvaza Lesull's crime-fighting inltiative.
Lesufi was accompanied by two members of his executive —
codimmnity safery MEC Faith Mazibiko and Cogta MEC Mzi
Ehumialo = who took time off [rom what they ane paid to do
Lo wilness the historc evenl. Let's hope the OCTV camera
captured the moment because no self-respecting scribe
woibd fall for such a lame PR sfunt.
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Flights of fancy

t a meeting of the Natlongl Assembly programme

committee this week, senbor MPs iraded verhal hlows,
“dehating” an excursion to the UK. Wiy Ta study how the
House of Commaons holds its prime minister o acoount, as
they dic with Boris, The EFFs Natasha Ntlangwini drew the
wrath of speaker Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nogakula when she
dlemanded the free ride w Londen be canmed, She said the
[ripwas & waste of money amd theee were alher wiys o
study Boriss lormer howse, Tor instance, deskiop reseanch,
Bt parligment’s political head would not have it =On this
one, I'm not backing down,” the speaker shouted hack. “Ifa
party feels uncomiortable with the trip and feels ir's a waste
of money, the pary may withdraw lis member from the rip”
Next day, the speaker jetted off to the Sevehelles for an exco
meeting of the pafiamentary forum of the Southem Alfrican
Development Community that does Lond knows what.
Cliearly MPs e making up [or travel 1ostto the lockdown,
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A questionable account

his week the EFTF Issued a press statement announcing

that parliament had finally agreed 1o establish a
commities o hodd the president o account, The pary
claimed this as its victory, saying it had been 2 leading voice
in calling for broader aceountability by the Presidency on the
work that it does " In reality, parliament only established a
committes to oversee the planning, monitoring & evaluation
depariment. Had the Keds bothered o do some research they

waouhd have known it°s the depaniment led by mindster
Maropene Ramokgopa that will be answerable to this
committee, and it's nothing new s it las been accounting o
e public service & administration portolio commitiee
since the fifth parliament.
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Patriarchal pest control

nuil then there's Bemice Swarts, tie deputy minister lor

the free spending stabe landlord aka the department of
parhlic works. During a parliamentary debate on the
department’s spending plins on Tuesday, Swarts called on
cash-strapped South Africans o show sympathy for their
pampered ministers. it was all in defence of the stmningly
wasteful spending of R400,000 on pest control at one
minister’s pisd, and R14m on Kichen renovations al another
minister’s digs. “We call wpon all South Alricans to join e
department and play their part in restoring our value of
uhuntu and ending patriarchy and sexism, and b create a
South Africa that does not leave the vulnerble behind. South
Alfrica works because of public works. God bless Afrlca. God
IHess South Africa, | thank you”
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