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The future looks bright for Pretty Khuma-
lo, 29, from Mpumalanga, who recently
qualified as a bricklayer.

Khumalo saw an advert on social media
and grabbed the opportunity to make her
dream of becoming a qualified bricklayer
come true.

She started a learnership as part of the
artisan development programme, which
covers trades including electrical, brick-
laying and plumbing.

The programme is part of the depart-
ment of public works's expanded public
works programme (EPWP).

Armed with her bricklaying certificate,
Khumalo said SA needs more women ar-
tisans and is determined to make her
mark in the male-dominated bricklaying
industry.

“Bricklaying is not only about laying
bricks: one can also work as an inspector
and do other things,” she said.

“T have always believed in myself, that I
can do anything that men do.

“I believe women are capable of doing
what men do; they should start dominat-
ing the men’s world.” said Khumalo.

“What men can do, women can do too:
they can do it far better than men. Women
need to believe in themselves.”

Khumalo, who lives in Pretoria, plans to
start her own construction company soon.

She was among the 37 graduates who
completed their three-year training.
During the training, the participants
received a monthly stipend of R3,000.
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The EPWP, through the National Youth
Service (NYS) office, recruited partici-

pants who showed
an interest in the
programme during
the first phase of
their NYS training.

These  partici-
pants were upgrad-
ed and placed in
the artisan develop-
ment programme,
which is fully fund-
ed by the NYS.

Public works and
infrastructure de-
partment  deputy
minister  Noxolo
Kiviet, who
officiated the grad-
uation ceremony
recently, expressed
her pride and
encouraged the
young graduates to
look for
employment in the
formal sector.

“I am strongly
convinced that you
will live up to your
calling as artisans
in various fields of
the huilt environ-
ment to the very
best of  your

abilities,” said
Kiviet.
She said the arti-

san development
programme is a
key  government
initiative aimed at
affording the youth
better employment
prospects.

“It is important to
note that the EP-
‘WP plays a critical
rale in the work-
force and in the
provision of scarce
and critical skills in
South Africa,”
Kieviet said. - GCISs
VukUzenzele

Page 1 of 1

www.meltwater.comvza | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg: +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright © Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.


https://www.meltwater.com/za

