<OD> Meltwater

Outside Insight

Page: 3

Publication: Daily Dispatch - Main

Title: Government still mired in 2022 climate disaster
repair effort

Publish date: 27 Jun 2023

Reach:
10889
AVE:R
8967.68

Author:
Mike

Government still mired in 2022 climate disaster repair effort

MIKE LOEWE

Flond relief monies and repairs
are still mired in 20225 climate
disasters while 2023 has been
jusst as damaging, according 1o
the provincial department of
co-operative governance  and
traditional affairs.

The total flood damage bill is
R14Abn but only B320m (23%)
was paid by national govern-
IMEnL

Meanwhibe, the 2022 food
repairs costing over Ro30m are
barely halfiway to completion.
According  to am official
overview of flood incidents re-
leased g0 the Daily Dispatch
recently by the provincial Cog-
ta, efforts made by the provin-
cial government to reprioritise
R&33m from their own funds

resulted in B21%m of that mon-
ey being spent.

The allocations were:

& Transpor R16em (R78m or
46% spent);

& Human  settbemments  RETm
(Rddm, 51% spent);

® Health R6Tm (R34m, 51%
spent), and;

® Education R313m
20% spent).

The ransport section of the
report stares: “To date, 73 roads
valued at B7Bm have been com-
pleted”, 19 roads were fixed by
in-howse teams at a cost of
R52m.

The big picture shows that
outstanding flood repair money
(R1.4bn) sought for municipal
projects is:

& Oliver Tambo R450m;
# Amathole R338m;

{Ra3m,

@ Alfred Nzo B24%m;
@ Chris Hani R175m, and ;
& joe Gaabi B151m.

Rusiness, it seems, Is on the
Wil

Contractors will be pleased wo
levowy that “work packages have
already been drafted and the
service providers in all five af
fected districts have been issued
with appointments for specific
roads,” the report states,

Mearwhile, the pressure has
never been greater for the gov-
emment w spend R307Tm al-
located by the national public
works department on building
19 World War 2 Bailey type
metal bridges in ADM, Alfred
Mzo and OR Tambo munic-
ipalities.

The 54 Defence Foree will da
the work under management of

the national public works de-
partment under the banner of
the Welisizwe {“helping the na-
oM [0 CPOSS™) PrOgramime.

Thess  municipalities  are
gearing up to appoint people to
do the work via the extended
public works programme, steel
components are being con-
structed, procurement is under
way for non-steel parts and
construction equipment is be-
ing hired. But work will only
start in the second week of
January nexe year.

Projects being implemented
at & cost of R&Tm by public
works for the health depart-
MENE are emergency repairs to
48 hospitals and clinies and
other facilities in five munic-
ipsalities.

There are 11 contractors ap-

pointed. So far, R34m has been
spent, with OR Tambo spend-
ing all its R12m and Alfred Nzo
R595,000 of R1.2m. Bur ADM
only spent R1dm of its R46m
amd Chris Hani Ri%4,000 of
R3.5m.

In a revealing total, the ed-
ucation department has, over
time, had 116 schools damaged
by flends and other disasters
requiring R199m o fix.

Of this, R63m in own funds
has been spent. Public works
has completed work on 51 out
ot 68 schools damaged at some
stage, eight are under construc-
tion, two were cancelled and
seven are stll in procurement.

The further 48 schools were
damaged in the “second dis-
aster of 20217 and nine con-
tractors appainted,

Page 1 of 1

www.meltwater.com/za | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg: +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright ©

Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.



https://www.meltwater.com/za

	Daily Dispatch 2023-06-27



