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As two people linked to a pri-
vate vehicle-testing centre in
George appeared in court —
nearly 12 years after a fatal bus
crash in which 14 pupils and
the driver were killed — the
mather of one of the vietims
spake out about her trauma.

Andre Ricardo Hobanie,

40, and Christo Lourenso,
58, appeared in the George
Magistrate’s Court yesterday,
an charges of fraud and
corTuption.

Their case was postponed
o April 4 for a formal bail
Iearing.

According to the Hawks, the
cormpany they worked for al-
legedly issued a fake roadwor-
thy permit, despite the African
Express Tata school bus not be-
ing roadworthy.

The bus later plunged into
Kasat-se-Drift, oursicle Knysna,
on August 24 2011,

The children and the driver
all eame from the small farm-
ing community of Rheenendal
and soon became known as
the *Rheenendal 157

“I'would have lost two of
my kids on that school bus, but
God did not allow ir,” Kathleen
Wessels, 55, said.

One of her children died in
the horror crash,

Family members of the
schiool bus victims gathered in-

“@

We never received
any closure for
the death of our
kids, and my son,
who is now afraid
of driving, lives
with the trauma
of seeing the
lifeless body of
his sister’

side court as the two accused
briefly took to the dock.

The bus had been serviced
by T| Private Vehicle Testing
Station.

Hobanie and Lourenco
were finally arrested on March
17, after investigations led the
police to believe they had is-

sued roadworthy permits to ve-

hicles that were not roadwor-
thy, including the bus.

Wessels's daughter, Rayleen,

wiuld have tumed 24 on
March 22.

“We never received any clo-
sure for the death of our kids.
and my san, who is now afraid
of driving, lives with the trau-

ma of seeing the lifeless body of

Tnis sister.

“He never received any form
af counselling,” Wessels said,

“My daughter used to assist
mie with Sunday school
activities.

“She promised to take cane
af me when [ am old,

“Instead, | now have a dis-
ability and depend on a grant
o survive,

“We need to be compensat-
ed for our losses”

Hawlks spokesperson Zinzi
Hani said the investigation into
the alleged fraudulent activities
at T Private Vehicle Testing
Station emanated from the fa-
tal aecident in 2011,

The arrests wiere made after
ajoint intelligence-led opera-
tion between the Hawks' seri-
aus corTuption investigation
team, based in George, crime
intelligence, public order polic-
ingg, members of the local crim-
inal record centre, as well as
the officials from the depart-
mients of transport and public
works.

The twio accused remain in
custody.

LASTING ANGLISH: Hathleen
‘Wessels at the scene of the
accident where she bost her
daughter, Rayleen Photagraph.
SWERNER HILLS

WeekendPost

Page 1 of 1

www.ineltwater.convza | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg; +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright © Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.


https://www.meltwater.com/za

