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Millions spent
to keep lights

on for cabinet
ministers and
deputies

1y THABD MOKONE

® As South Africans suffer under load-shed-
ding, ministers and their deputies have been
shielded from blackouts by the government
spemding more than R7m to buy generators
and inverters for them @l their official
homes.

It emerged In parliament this week that
the depariment of public works has been
“procuring and installing alternative power
supply systems” at ministerial homes in Pre-
toria’s affluent suburbs such as Waterklool
ab a cost of RY.(dm since 2009,

These alternative power supply svstems
Inchude generators, solar systems and invert-
ers that keep the lights buming and appli-
ances on for ministers and their deputies
while ordinary taxpayers remain in the dark
dluring load-shededing.

This was revealed by new public works
minister Sihle Zikalala in response to written
questions by DA MP Leon Schreiber,

Fikalala’s revelatlons are at odds with the
stance taken by minister in e Pregidency
Khumbudzo Nishavheni, who said last week
in response 1o an accusation il mingsterial
Touses were nod subjected to load-shedding:
“That is a fallacy.”

Mishavheni on Saturday referred ques-
tlons o Zlkalala,

Zlkalala, who was appeinted to his posi-
tion  last month, yesterday  questioned
“whether this benefit should have been giv-
e 1o Wb ministers or not”,

He saiil South Alricans were correct 1o be
outraged by the installation of generators
and imverters at ministerial homes and he
would announce 3 new government posithon
i the matter in the coming weeks.

“Yes, " a point. It's a valid one. It needs o
e considened, we shoubd all ensure that we
save all resoures,

“IUs a ery that should be noded, especially
in the current situation; i's @ cry that we
shioubd nod downplay,” said Zikalala,

“We should =ay, based on what's happen-
ing now, what s needed and what needs to
b rexduced o save costs for the government,
And that's why | would nol wani o play o
e gallery and say these will be terminated
oW, 17 saving ghve us i few days Lo comdiiet
a well-informed report and then be able o
address the nation on that®

As If the spending on minstertal generat-
ors and inveriers was not eru.nu:h. minisiers
and deputy ministess  enjoy  laxpayer-
sponsored water and electicity at their
state-allocated homes in Pretoria, al a cost o
taxpayers of R m since 2019,

A further R25m was spent during the
same period on water and electricity bills
racked up at ministerlal homes in Cape
Taowwm.

In addition, B3 4m was spent on “security
upgrades” at the homes of ministers and
deputy ministers in top Cape Town suburhs.

Each of the 29 ministers and their 37
deputies is allocated two official houses, one
in Pretoria, the seat of national government,
and another In Cape Town, where parlla-
ment Is located,
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I terms of the ministerial handbook, taxpaver-
sponsored electricity and waier bills for ministers
and their deputics are capped ab R5.000 per month
per house, and they are personally lable for any
amount excecding that

President Cyril Ramaphosa last vear attempled o
serap that stipulation of the handbook.

e quickly withdrew his revised handhonk after
public outrage over the provislon of free water and
Ell‘(‘[ﬂ(‘ll}" o ministers at a me when Eskom tarifls
weere sparing anmid debilitating load-shedding,

Ramaphaosa has since ordered a review of the min
isterial handbook and referred it 1o the Independent
Commmission for the Remuneration of Public Office
Bearers, which determines the salaries of ministers,
MPs and other politicians.

Hard-pressed citlzens are due for vet another huge
ebectricity price increase of 18.4% on Friday,

A cablnet mindster who asked not 1o be named
conflimmed ilat generators kick in at ministerial
hoamnes duiring load-shedding,

Wayne Duvenage, CEO of the Organisation Undo
ing Tax Abuse, said he was “not happy at all” that
ministers were supplied with gencrators and invert
ers while citizens were subjected o darkness.

“One has o ask on what basis does government
see fit for ministers o recelve such benefits at the cost
of the taxpayer. These are lwairies they should pay for
themselves. This issue, along with so many others,
points o a self-centred government that 18 not cit-
Eeen-centric and continwes 1o fail the people of South
Alrica”

Druvenage said the review process of the ministerd
al handbook should allow the public e ~have a signi-
ficant say in the extent of perks received [by] minis-
fers”.

He slammed the government for slishing the
hudgets of crucial public entities such as the Electoral

Commisslon of South Africa (IEC) while prioritising
“luxuries for ministers”,

“The money can be pil o mich betler use. The
Treasury has recently reduced funding (o the [EC ina
year that beads up o the most imponant national
elections since democracy. This money would be well
spent there, o ensure voler turnoul is ncreased,
along with improved election integrity,

“When it comes to relning In an errant and ego-
centric government, the best thing citizens can do ls
1 have the current leaders removed at the next elec-
tioms, some 15 manths away.”

No aliemative power sysiems were bought for
ministerial homes in Cape Town

Schreiber said yesterday the government “abases™
the ministerial handbook o “spit in the faces of the
peophe of South Africa®.

“While South Africans suffer the devastation of the
Inad-shedding crisls caused by the ANC cabinet,
those same ANC minisiers and deputy ministers are

‘Rock star ministers lounge around their luxury mansions’

abusing the hard-eamed taxes of South Africans o
insulate themselves from the consequences of their
decades-long corruption and mismanagement,

“While the people sulfer, the ANC's rock star min-
isters bounge around the swimming pools of teir ux
ury mansions receiving an uninterrupted supply of
powver, free waler and electricity, and an impenet-
rable wall of security — all funded on the back of a
country where over 30-million people live In desper-
ate poverly and face violent crime on a daily basis,”
said Schreiber,

“We are currently collecting more information on
odher abuses perpetrated through the handbook
abhead of further action we are considering. abolish
ing this obscene waste of money onee and for all. We
undertake o provide complete ransparency o the
peapleof South Africa on the extent to which they are
abused through the handbook, and to continue lead-
ing the fight 1o end the wastage and comruption that
Beave brought our country (o i knees.”
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