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Millions of rand are coming 1o
Nelson Mandela Bay through a
water crisis relief fund that will
mainly be used to refurbish
infrastructure.

‘This is according to the Di-
vision of Revenue Bill released
by finance minister Enoch
Godengwana vesterday durin;
Tis 2023/2024 budget speech,

The metro has been allocat-
wd R348m for 2023/2024,
R250m in 2024/2025 and
R390m in 2025/2026 to avert
the water-supply crisis.

“The programme includes
fixing water leaks, upgrading
the water treatment works,
borchole exploration and de-

years. The equitable share has
‘been increased to R1.419bn
from last year's R1.3bn, with a
combined R3.2bn for condi-
thoreal grants meant for differ-
ent projects in the city,

The increase in the equi-
table share will have a dramat-
ic effect on the metro's Assis-
tance to the Poor (ATTF)
programme.

The programme subsidises
weater. sanitation, refise ser-
vices, electricity and property
Tates for the city's most indi-
pent residents.

Odendaal said he was pleas-
antly surprised by the condi-
thonal grants allocations com-
pared to previous years,

“We are satisfied consider-
ing the city has underspent ex-

and i

bulk water pipeline,” the bill
states.

The metro has also been
ghven an additional B119m for
its equitable share, which may-
or Retief Oddendaal described as
a fair allocation considering the
city's “exponential” under-ex-
penditure in previous financial

on some of the al-
locations in the past®

He said the main concern
‘was that it could be penalised
for under-expendinure because
it had lost up to R300m worth
of grant funding in previous fi-
nancial

“We forfeited all that fund-
ing to the national fiscus but it

looks like we are going to get a
wery fair ion, which is

ture.” Odendaal said. "We spent
abour Coega's biofil-

why it's important that we fix
our intemal inefficiencies so
that we're able to spend the
grants that come to the city
and don't have to returmn any-
thing to the naticonal fiscus."
Sarah Baartman municipali-
ty received a R108m allocation
for its equitable share, Makana
B12im, Sundays River Valley
Ri10m and Kouga R130.5m,
The Bay, meanwhile, has
been battling an ongoing wa-
ter-supply crisis that has been
‘worsened by the city's inability
to curb thousands of leaks.
With the new allocation for
thee water crisis relief fund,
‘Odendaal said the metro's fo-

tration water treatment facility
and that's the biggest in the
country.”

But Odendaal said the price
tag for the project had in-
creased from the initially bud-

® Energy Efficiency Grant —
R9m: and

® Expanded Public Works Pro-
gramme — RE.3m.

Though the city received
R349.6m for the upgrading of
informal settlements, it is still
struggling to spend some of its

geted R250m due to
it was now due for completion
next month,

“Ifwe invested the R250m
and fixed the pipes, we might
have saved |many] more litres
of water than just the 10
megalitres we get from the
facility."

The conditional grants for
the metro are:
® Urban Sertlements Develop-
ment Grant — R614.9m;

cus would be on ish @ Informal Settls Up-
the existing infrastructure. grading Partnership Grant —
He said the city had spent R349.6m;
about R1.2bn on water aug- ® Public Transport Network
mentation projects to ease the Grant {IPTS) — R346m;
effects of the drought. ® Neighbourhood Develop-
“I's money well sp ment P ship Grant—
However, [ think the city has R29.7m and an additional R2m
spent too much on water aug- fior technical assistance;

mentation and too little on re-
furbishing existing infrastruc-

@ Infrastructure Skills Devel-
opment Grant— R13.7m;

R334m from finan-
cial year.

Odendaal said it was bat-
ting to spend the allocation
because of a broken supply
chiain management system
which his coalition was trying
its best to get in order.

“I'm confident that we will
be able to spend a majority of
our grant, if not all of it, be-
cause we've gt plans in place
o excel in our expenditure.

“The issue is that our infor-

® Water crisis relief fund to be used to fix leaks, upgrade a bulk pipeline and treatment works and for borehole exploration
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mal very un- grants th finance minister
and are in des- ¥ Y 3 ADRIAGN

perate need of upgrades across
the metro, with aspecial focus  disappointed that the ity con-  and agriculture directorate based on our reporting to the
on the ones along the coastline  tinued 1o recelve a low alloca- would investigare how to un- natlonal government because
and the ones on the periphery  tion though it had the highest lock more funding for the the more you spend, the more
of the Motherwell area.” unemployment rate of SA's programme, allocation you get, and we are

However, on the Expanded MEtTos. “If you compare this metro shooting ourselves in the foot
Public Works Programme allo- He said the Bay’s econo- with others, we geta fartoo lit-  with the way we report our
cation, Odendaal said he was mic development, tourism tle allocation and | think it's financials."
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