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‘Most intense storm’ wreaks
havoc in the Western Cape

@ Major roads to Cape ‘Town closed

Lindiwe Tsobo
and Danene Erasmus

Lawrge parts of the Western Cuge
suffered severe damage over the
long weekend s widespread
Tooding. landslides and mockfalls
forced the closure of all magor
vondls leading into Cape Town,

Heavy ralndall on Sumday ancd
Sonday foreed several rvers (o
break their banks. destroying
infrastrecture,  causing electri-
cliy pantages and Dooding homes
and fwmland in Grealer Cape
Towam and the Overberg, Over
strand and Winelands regions,

s denwnipours continued ke
on Monday, proviecial authori
ties arwld chisuster momagement
were reacling 0 emergency
situations ws they arose and said
assessments of the extent of the
camage would be carried o
“wihen It s safe in do so”,

Over a 24-hour  period
Beiween Sunday and Monday,
parls of the Overberg region
received up to ITOmm of rain
Sielienbosch in the Winelands
district recorded  133mm, and
92mm  of precipilation  was
wecoded at the Royal Yacht Club
in Cape Towm

Cin Suncay the Western Cagse
govermment activated e
Prowincial Disaster Management

Cenive after an update from the
SA Waeather Service conlivmed
that the  approaching  stomn
would be more severe thian had
previously been communieated.

The weuther service upgracl
ed its warning from level G o an
orange level 9, warning of dis-
ruptive  rain and - gale-force
winds, the highest the provinee
has yed seen. A stalus ornge
warning is given belore expect -
wcl weather condilions that could
significantly affect people. prop
erty and activity in an avea. The
highest warning level used by
e weather Service is 10

FARMING

“Wee e still ehealing with the sit
i .. the [ocus ooy’ B on pre
wventhon, safety and saving lves
where necessary.” Cape Town
spokesperson Woater Kibel said
an Mondkay.

“Dimige  asscssmend  and
cnsts will be caleulated later”

A Western Cipe CEO Jan
nie Stydom said it will ke o
wieek ar bwo o sssess the dam-
age done to farms,

It ts difficuli at this stage 1o
estimate the extent of the dam
age. For now It seems most of
the darmape s 1o infastreciune
such as buildings, dirt roads and
Jovw it brickpes ™ he said.

Girain farmers in the Western

Cape. whio procduce about half of
all the wheat grown in 84 are
approaching the harvest season.
Strydborn sakd the barley and
wheat harvests are sl about
T o five wieks smaay in most
regions. He hopes that the dam-
sge 1o these crops is mingmal

and that it will not be necessary
o posipone harvesis.

He Is miore concerned about
the canola harvest. Insome parts
of the province fameers have
alveady started cutting canala so
thint it can ey e for harvesting
The quality of these crops could
e sedversely alfected if famers

are unable to scoess the Aelds
wilhin the next week or two.

“We have also recelved some
reponts of keses of small siock.
It s lambing and shearing sea
=on 5o the cold, wel weather
poses @ real danger for the
sheep” Strvdom said

Western Cape ranspont. &

A view of a
damaged
road batwean
Bobrivier and
Caledon an
Maonday after
bty rains in
the Western
Cape, Several
rivers broke
their banks,
destroying
Infrastructure,
caUsing
electsiciby

farmiand in
Capa Town,
the Overberg,
Oweerstrand
and the
Winelands

/ Reaitirs

public  wiorks
spokesperson landre  Bakker
tobd  Business Day  thar  full
assessments will follow once
the weather system passes, but
the road closures will vesult In
significant — abditional el

department
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FROM PAGE 1
‘Most intense storm’ causes havoc
Himes. via alternatve routes and On hand: a5 thiese has also been dermnon-
cause  maffic  comgestion  on Imkiaz srated  in bow we  have
certaln rowtes, *The most signifi Soaliman says  tesponded,” he said,
cant challenge s the N2 o his I Sookiman of Gift of the
Botrivier, which has wished organisation, Givers sait the organisation has
awary and is imipassable” Gift of the been asked o help provide Bood

In a media briefing on Mon- Givers, has assistance where roads  have

tay afternonn, Provincial Disas-
ter Management Cendre acting
head Schalk Carstens sald the

been asked bo - been washed sway and com-
help provice mumnitles evacuaed.
foad “The Baotrivier has hurst is

cepire and all fis entities have assistance banks, with parts of ihe N2
been preparing davs in advance, wherne roads wisshid avway, keaving a bail of
Wi have newer hacd a stoem like hawe besn dlestruction.” be said.
this before,” Carstens said. washed away “Bredusdorp. Goliath Estate
He sairl thit all informed set- = and informal setilement in Kraal-
tlements in Greater Cape Town comrmumities fonteln, Sewende Laan in Sand-
hirve been affected by Booding 1o avacuated wlel, Sir Lowry's Pass Village,
sonmee chegree, focusing on saving lives /File Lwandle, Mbekweni, Mew Rest
Western Cape development “The bard work of our eams indoermal settement and Gustay
& planning MEC Anion Bredetl  over & number ol years in informal setlement have been
sail  emergency ams @ prepaning for emergencies such cormpletedy Nooded”
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