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Vukosi Maluleke

Gauteng premier Panyaza
Lesufi said in a recent tweet
that delays in salary pay-
ments for the province's
Green Army could be due to
inactive bank accounts re-
quiring reactivation along-
side other administrative
issues.

“The majority were pre-
viously unemployed, either
receiving the R350 grant or
other grants that needed to
be stopped before we can ef-
fect payments,” said Lesufi.

The premier also said
there were delayed registra-
tions with third party insti-
tutions affecting payments.

“We are advised all these
challenges will be eliminat-
ed promptly,” he said.

The Gauteng Green Army
programme was launched
in May this year as part of
the Extended Public Works
Programme.

A total of 6 ooo workers
were recruited to collect
waste and clean public plac-
es throughout the provinee.

Lesufi vowed to extend
the employment contracts
if the cleaners worked
diligently.

“I want to give you this
promise - if you do what
you're [hired] to do, 'm go-
ing to add six months to your
contract,” he said to thou-
sands of hopefuls during the
campaign launch.

“Are you going to clean
our informal settlements?”
Lesufi asked as the crowds
chanted a resounding “yes”
inresponse. “ am giving you
six months extra now, so you
can go and work in our com-
munities.”

It is a couple of months
into the project but it seems
administrative challenges
could be interfering with
the agreement.

According to a “report”
shared by Lesufi online:

» 3 287 officials were ap-
pointed and paid;

» 907 were to be paid on
Wednesday last week; and

» 646 employees didn't
submit the required
documents.

Lesufi’s sereenshot also
indicated that the Gauteng
department of agriculture
and rural development
would confirm the number
of mandates to be submitted
to government before the
next salary run.

6000

is the number of

people employed in
the Green Army.
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