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‘Malfia’ riots shakedown

ANC caught up in

row over Rom demand
from tenderpreneurs
who say party backed
their claim for ‘riot
protection’ fee

By NQUBEKO MBHELE

@ “Construction mafia” bosses in KwaZuli

Natal are demanding R5m for foiling an elab-

orate plot to bomb the Durban City Hall,
Teservidrs, transport infrastructure amd oth-
er key Installatlons during the 2021 riots.

And they say iop ANC officlals are pres-
suring e council (o make the payment out
of public funds, which the ity is refusing o
do. Th ini ivipality says noguch
arrangement was made.

Bhamuza Mnyandu, a reformed former
eriminal and president of the Amadelangnk-
ubona Business Forum, insists he s owed
R5m.

“They [foters] were given a mandate o
bring the ity to its knees. [ had (o come o
the rescue as 1 know that we survive on
tenders and also we do projects with eThek:
winl_ If | had let that happen, where would
we find our next source of income?* said
Myandu,

“We were risking our lives while they
were sleeping and living cosy in their homes,
But we continued as we hoped for what we
would get alter our hand-camed work.™

Amadelangokubona is a group of tender-
preneurs whao have organised themselves in-
to @ forum that demands a 30% share from
confractors working for government and
private companies in Durban.

Bul this is not limited (o Durban, Experts
say the disruption of construction projects
has cost the economy more than RG3bn
since 2019,

While public works minister and former
KN premier Sihle Zikalala has taken a hard
line on construction mafias, even stating that
theie was a proposal that the army be de-
ployed at building sites, senior KZN ANC offi
cials are said 1o have plaved a role in sefling
up a meeting between Amadelangokubona
leaders and city council officials, leaning on
them to pay.

The row casts fresh light on the scourge
that lias been identified by law enforcement
and business as an impediment 10 infra
structure development and  imaintenance
and its relationship with the ruling party.

It also provides seme isight into the
ANC's factional baitles and how they played
OUE I Ehe days thak KEN enupted inan orgy of
violence and looting after former president
Jacob Zuma's arrest.

It was at the meeting facilitated by the
ANC that the city allegedly caved in Lo party
pressure i pay the group R5m out of muni-
cipal funds Lo protect key installations.

The clty s denylng such an agreement ex-

sis.
But Mnyvandu s insisting on the payment,
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suying his group alone saved the city

“During July civil unrest in 2021 in KZN,
there was information leaked 1o me that
there was a group from the political battles
hetwean two groups of former president lac-
ob Zuma and of President Cyril Ramaphosa,
They were sent [ohomb all the assets of €Th-
chwini metro. 1t is alleged thal group was
given R3IGm w execute the plan of vandal
isingcity properties.”

He said that at Hpm on July 10 2021 he re-
ceived a call from a person identifying him-
self as one of those who were paid o destroy
eThekwini metro infrastructure.

“We were busy making sure hat Check
Seve supermarkets al Umlasi were not
touched as they were our responsibility, The
person asked me if they destroy those areas
lahout which they had recefved advance
warming], would they be touching our territ-
oy as they know we are doing various pro-
Jjects with the municipality.”

He said b calld eThekwini hean of se-
curity management Dumisani Bhengu afier
pofice and security companies had deserted
the locations. Bhengu referred the Sunday
Times to the metro’s communications team
when approached for comment.

When the city refused to pay, saying there
was no such deal, Mmyandu said he asked
ANC leaders 1o intervene on his behall

ANC leaders then summoned top e Thek:
wini metre officials w a meeting held at the
ANC provincial offices, Pixley Ka Isaka Seme
House In the Durban CBI, to discuss sedtling
the dispute.

Details of the meeting were revealed o
the Sunday Times by Mmvandu, who ex
pressed his frustration with (he municipal
ity’s delay in effecting the payment despite
an ultimatum from ANC leaders.

It took place in the second week of June.

Mnyandu says ANC leaders instructed top
munkcipal officials, including city manager
Musa Msliele, to make the payment.

ANC provincial sectetary Bheki Mino this
week confirmed meeting Mayandu once. He

‘Matia’ riots shakedown

Muyandu. Also present were Mbhele, Bhen-
B, CFD Sandile Mnguni and speaker of
council Thabani Nyawose.

Insiders confirmed Mnyvandu's version,
saving the ANC delegation svmpathised with
Amadelangokubona and the meeting agreed
that payment be made.

The dispute has now escalated to.a war of
words between Mayandu and Mbhele, who
had a heated 16X message exchange two
weeks ago afer the municipality missed a
June 28 deadline to setile the R5m. Moyandu
threatened Mbhele for ignoring his calls,
while the city manager dismissed
Mnyandu's threats, saving he was not intim-
idkated.

Mnyandu aid when he tried o reach the
city manager for a follow-up,  Mblele
showed him the middle Anger.

“Mbhele was arrogant towards me. | got a
shocking response from him saving he is
busy with serious stuff as his house was
washed away during recent KZN flonds. He
won't discuss work maters while he s at
home dealing with his erisis”  added
Mmyandu

“After these threatening messages | re-
ceived a from the men in city's in-
telligence. [They] asked me why | am threat-
ening Mbhele? | sent them the messages
‘where he was swearing at me. [ heard that he
opened a case against me. | also opened a
case ol intimidation three days ago in Chats-
worth police station.”

Mnyandu alleges Mbhele threatened him
during a telephone call, saying he would

send people to kill him.
“The reason that made me o
e 4 case agalnst im is that
1know these people are evil,
He will e Killex by s en-
emies and 1 will be a

said he referred Mnyandu m ANC eThekwini prime suspect.”
reglonal secretary Musa Neiki, who facilit- South African Police
Service KZN 5 3

ated a meeting berween Mnyandu and city
officlals,

“Because [Mnyanclu] solicited the inter
vention of the ANC, 1 then directed the re-
giomal secretary [Neikil w0 facilitate the
meeting _. which ... did 1ake place with the

people are

spokesper-

son Col Rohert Netshi-
unda confirmed that a
case of crimen injuria
hat béen opened. "IUs
about two people who ex-

::‘:y mNachLm in“r}‘l:dm;ll. Mﬂm 1;:; v::;l o | evil. He will B"dlang:c[ wards over a phone
the A e .. What ha 10 his claims beki]ledbyllis eall”
wonukd be better known and responded o ty eThekwinl municipality sald this
lhl’,ﬂl}; Ilselﬂf:ld:l&lom . enemies and 1 will m:k‘ ﬂhe_raetns;:mma:‘l:‘:::;mdip;:e
olo said the na retarionsl . and a meeti sl ta clarify
with Anadelangokubona. " bea prime suspect fmatlers. eTﬁkwini never instructed ani'
Al that meeting a decision was taken that - o husiness forum to guard its assets. One of the
the city settle the amount as hy " it forum [members] approached the city 1o be

compensated for efforts they had put in to
Buard some of city’s buildings.”

Neiki had not responded W questions at
the time of going to press.

Nvawose confirmed attending meetings
with Mnvandu. *I've attended many meet-
ings with them, but there are many ssues
that are heing discussed. There's no specific
Issue like that that | remember.”

When asked whether the forum was oon-

tracted o protect the city's infrastrecture
during the rids, Nyawose said: “Baba, 1've
amswered We confirm. no.”

Mnyandu insists he is owed money be-
cause of an agreement he reached with
Bhengu when the riots happened.

“These listed assets 10 be bombed and
destroyed were the Durban City Hall, all ety
Meets, depots, water reservoirs from Umbazi,
Umbumbulu, Amanzimtoti, Umgababa and
It  athErs.® Narind said

cipality sites amund Umlas, Umbumbul,
Winkelspriut, Doonside to lovo, Ungahaba
o Umkomaas, kwaMakhutha, isipinge and
South Region,

He said security companies appointed Lo
provide services in those key areas for the
metro had pulled out, fearing for thelr safety

his men and con-
tacts from hostels, taxi associations around
Durban and husiness fonums 0 protect the
cily's assels,

‘Nc;-nne ‘was on the sites; they were vul-
nerable and empty,” he sabd.
~Aditional reporting by Kgotharso Madisa
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