<O> Meltwater

Qutside Insight

Reach: 14410
AVE:R 18370.97

Publication: Business Day - Main
=~ | Title: Khoisan occupation at Grabouw no longer our problem - forestry

Publish date: 20 Apr 2023
Page: 3

Author: Liezl Human

KN

SKRAAL

Khoisan occupation at Grabouw no longer our problem — forestry

Liezl Human

The departinent of lerestry, lish
cries & the emvironment his
alficially bowerd oul of managing
& Kholsan settlement named
Knoflokskraal near Grabouw,
Western Cape.

The department had been
mianaging activities at Knofloks
feramal sinee ke 2020 GroundUp
first reported on the occupston
of the 1800 of land in Rane

2022 The orginal ocouplers in
20020 planned to establish a self
sustaining Khoisan comimunity
Since then, the occupation
has grown and new houses
ahout 4000 people on the land
owned by the department of
public works. In September, the
department of forestry, Asherles
& the environment said it
planned to hand management of
the land back 10 public works
beawse il had faibecd Lo sirike an

agreemnent with the residents.
In October 2022 the then
public works minister, Patticia

such as water and iilets #o res
iddents of Knoflokskraal
i Tuesday, the MPs in par
il on

dhe Lifle. told MPs the

harl spent Him on Knofloks.
kraul, including legal fees and
sheriff's costs in efforts o evict
the occupiers.

During the previous parlia-
mentary briefing in March 2023,
the Theewatersklool Murnicipal
ity wld MPs it did ot have
money o provide hisic services.

liarment’s portfoli
forestry, fsheries & the emdnon-

THE LAND HAS
BECOME
UNSALVAGEABLE FOR
FUTURE FORESTRY
PURPOSES

ment adopied a report recom

mending that Knoflokskraal be
mamaged by the departments of
public works E infrastuciune,
and of co-operative governance
& tracitional affairs.

The report also recommend -
ed the establishment of a lialson
structure with the police and the
resobution of problems  with
beadership at the cocupstion

Accontding to the deparment
of forestry, Bsheries & the envi-

ronment’s report, the land has
become  “unsalvageable”  for
futare foresiey  purposes and
there has been  irreversible
damage to the plantitions”

In its report, the department
of forestry. fisheries & the envi-
ronment made several recom-
mendations, one being tat the
department of co-operative gov
emance & oaditional afairs
oversee the implermentation: of
the Traditional and Khoi-San

Leadership Actat Knoflokskraal.
This would ensure that the com

ity coubd set up @ recog

nised  council and - become
members af the National House
ol Traditional Leaders.

Another  recommendation
was for the SA Palice Service to
sef up a Community Policing
Forum “that will be inchesive of
the affected communities o mit
igate against conflicts betwoesn
the police and the community ™.

A MP Danvid Bryant recom:
mended that & comprehensive
veport e poguested from the A
Human  Rights  Commission,
saying that its reply in March to
parliament on the ocoupation
was “woefully madequate”. The
recommendation was adoped
by other MPs.

The department condhuded
its report by saying it had “mo

mher  oversight  role”  an
Knoflokskraal /GroundUp
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