<OD> Meltwater

Outside Insight

Page: 4

Publication: Herald, The - Main

Title: Metro deploys 500 workers to help clear stormwater
system

Publish date: 22 Jun 2023

Reach: 10949
AVE:R 26461.84

Author: Ntsikelelo

Qoyo

Nisikelelo Qoyo
goyongtheherald.ooza

Nelson Mandela Bay's roads

eral wards in Kariega, Despatch
and G

Irwill end at the end of this
month,

“We have budgeted R20m
for five suction tankers and two
jetry machines, bur thar will
only be available in the next fi-

and transport department has Roads and transport politi- nancial period,” Murmay said.
deployed more than 500 ex- cal head Bradiey Murmy said Murray, who was in
panded public works pro- the tempomary measune was to Bethelsdorp's Ward 35 yester-
gramme workers to clean relieve pressure on the day for the cleanup, said they
stormwater infrastreciure in an stormvwater system while the had reallocated savings of
effort to alleviate flooding. department waited for the pur-  R1.6m within the directorate

The project, whichstarted  chase of new suction tankers for the employment of the
[ili} andn:. will run across sev- and ]'eﬁ miachines, EPWF workers,

“Wie are just bringing small
relief from the floods while we
are in the winter period,

“We also want to make sure
we speind every single cent be-
fore the financial year.

“This is creating employ-
ment. While it is small, this will
go some way in helping some
howseholds in the communities.

“We will be cleaning out
the draing and canals and

where needed use tractor load-
er backhoes.”

The workers will be em-
ployed from their wards and
according to demand will be
deployed in teams mnging
from eight to 15

The Ward 35 cleanup start-
ed at the canal near Kroneberg
Drrive.

Ward councillor Noline
Moodiey said the canal had not
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been cleared for nearly 10 years.
“We recently had to hire a
backhoe from our pockets 1o
miake a trench from the [Kake-
ra Road and Kroneberg Drive]
junction because water had
fleoded it and drivers just
could not use it," she said.
According to Moodley,
hauses along Kroneberg Drive
were flooded becawse of
blocked stormwiter drains,
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