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R93m splurged
on luxuries
for ministers

= From Page 1

 RlL6m on fixing leaking roofs of minis-
terial howses in the Bryntidon estabe next to
the Union Buildings in Pretoria.

An executive at a top kitchen design out-
let said it was “normeal” for moden kitchen
upgrades to costas much a5 Blm, depending
b the type of linishes chosen.

“Fliad 0 cheal the other day for a million. 10
nol the size, its the Anishes.” she said, pre-
ferring oy remain anonymous.

But the spemding has been slammed as
“In very poor taste” given the country's dire
economy and aiiempis in curall pay In-
creases for civil servants.

“Our couniry simply cannot aflord o
Keep paying for lifestyles of ministers whio
Tive like rock stars while load-shedding, un
employment and poverty are al crisis levels,”
sail Schreiber.

A constrectlon service  provider who
asked to pemain anonymous said the ex-
pemditure on walerprooling appeared 10 be
infated. “We sec this every day. [ don't think
the pricing is by service providers but by oor-
rupt efficials who insist on price inflation so
that they can get Kickbacks.” he said,

Flkalaly sald the “costs of some of these
ftems are nod justifiable and smack of mis-
chiel by service providers whi seem (o have
ideniified the depariment of public works as
A milk cow®,

“This puls a stain on public representat
ves and portrays them as i they have sane-
tioned such procurement. We have a duty o
lead by example and set the right tone in
spending public monies.

“We are alive 1o the reality that evervone
is facing a financial squeeze becase of the
rise of the cost of living, We therelore need o
ensure that we take good care of public
money.”

Fikalala, a former premier of KwaZulu-
Natal, said no minister had a zay In the multi-
million-rand pablic works spree.

“We wish 1o assure the pubdic that there is
no political principal who |5 involved with
the excessive finishes and all of us a5 govern-
ment abhor any excessive conduct with 1ax
payers’ money, especially at this time when
we are deploying resources o oore ser-
vices,”

The supply of free eleciricity, water and
other municipal services 0 minksterial
homes i Cape Town and Pretoria cost @x-
pavers B43m between 2020 and 2022,

“This means Wal e government spent
an average of nearly REm on each mansion in
Just two years. The expenses incurred were
for renovations, repairs, mundcipal rates and
services incheding free water and electr-
clty,” zald Schrether.

Schrieber added that he would seek a
parliamentary investigation inte the public
works  depariment’s  mainlenance  pro-
grammes while pushing his “cut cabinet
perks bill® in the legislature.

Flkalala said he would tahle other meas-
ures fo tackle cormuption and other forms of
wrongdoing In his depariment when he
presents his spending plans lor the financial
vear 20232034 in parfiament on Tuesday.

In March, it emerged the department of
public works spent B¥m last year installing
generators ab mindsterial homes to cushion
palitictans from load-shediding — while mast
ordinary clitzens remalned in darkness,
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