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Cyril’s zankgenkge isn’t
Iranditional beaders, where they are sent amound to
deliver messages, And so the ankgenkge will be
pulfed up because of his proximity to moyally.

In Fulu-speaking traditional houses, these golers
are glven the name “mahlala esangweni®, the man
whi sirs by the entrance. He himsell 15 not rovalty,
Toiat & iseful scanner of the envimnment, aid
informs the chiefs when visitors approach.

The real Bosses in Iy electricity crisis are public

SAMMEOKELL enlerprises minister Pravin Gordhan and his
minerals & energy connterpart Gwede Mantashe. Al
the centre is President Cyril Ramaphosa, who

Iminst three months after his attempied a shekght of hand In the full glare of the
appaintment, ebectrlelty minlster natlomn in February wien he sald he would apgseint
Kgosientsho Ramokgopa is still an ebeciricity minisrer,
devoid of the powers he necds o Tuimderstand why he did i The AN decided at
oy T joby, Aawd it doesn’t ook like  its December conference that Eskom should be
ey will e conferred on him mavedd from public enterprises o elfectively fll
anytime soom, as the government lurches foom under the department of mineral resourees &
oni crisis to another. eIeTY.

The Lady R row between South Africa and the The husiness sector and many in the ANC balked
LS is taking up tod much of the government’s at the plan, and Ramaphosa was under pressure (o
attemtion, Even Amdié de Buyter, the former CED ensire Mantashe wasin't given ull respansibilicy for
of Eskomn, i proving o be a distrction for our Eskom.
leaders as ey publicly criticise him for wriling a He had o devise the Ramokgopa decoy. Bul in
ook bt his time at the utlity. lovinegt o he gambled with his
OF course, the media will laich credibility.
onto any drama in which the He is a man The president has made
government and [ Huyter trade g F : countless empiy promises about
fire, 5o our attentlon stravs from Wl 1 h e ] ";'-{ § I. |'[.1 ending the hlackouts, In the first
the real issue: enerdy securiry. hl 1L, in actu: I] trinvester of this vear alone, we

A for Ramokgopa, he isn't b P Tave lost mare energy tian we
allewing the situation to affect | acl., l'[ elsda el all o last year.
him. He runs around holding P s o i This wieek, Eskom warned wi
meetings with anvone who cares sU |-";-:| numera r}' « would have an espacially rough
1o inwite him, This week he was d Person excess winger, with significantty higher
with car neanufacturers again, it T stages of power cuts, Sl i
declaring it was time 1o ke L0 requiremen [5  asewres uea collapse of the entire
decisive action. 10 would be funny grid is unlikeky.

WETE L N S0 SeTis, The problem s the Eshom credibility gap grows

He is 0 man with a big title but, in aciual fact, wider amd wider each time it makes one of ils
he & a “supernumerary”, 4 PeTson eXcess o hollow promises.
recjuirements. The former Bantustans had a lod of Ecomomist Kenneth Arrow says trust 5 a
those when they were merged with the old “lubrécant™ for a soctal svsten. “[t s extremely
apartheld svstem to create the pew government,  efficient; it saves a ot of trouble 1o have 2 fair
In the late 19908, the Eastern Cape public works  degree of reliance on other peophe’s word,
department had more than £000 people with job - Unfortunately, tis is nol o commaodity wiich can
Lithes but no wctwal work. Ramokgopa now [is T Bt very easily, I you have wbuy i, you
imto that category. already have some doubts about what vou have

The way he zooms around South Alrica just boughi®
goes b show how cruel his collesgues and hoss The waning trust s visihle In the way the
are, He evikes the archetypal almless goferina commentarial has reacted fo the US-South Africa
village or township — that guy whe is always arms debacle, While many would ordinarily be
availabbe o run arsund withoul hope or purpose,  suspicious of (e US version, owing o

In the Eastern Cape, we call such ligures Washington's image as a global bully, iUis casy o be
“rankogenkge”. seeplical of our own government. That is what

The wond comes from the sound of just happens when there is a trust deficit.
seooting around - nkgeeees, with no d .
responsibility or care, * pdbniboedi is baad partner at public affars consultency

Zankgenkoes tend o be useful in the courts of — Mlokes Adsory
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