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WITH less than two weeks to go hefore

the dose of the comment period, the

public have been encouraged to have
their say on the Expropriation Bill.

The bill is currently before the
National Council of Provinees (NCOP)
and the comment period closes on
March 6.

In a statement to call for public com-
ment, the select committee on transport,
public service and administration, pub-
lie works and infrastructure said the bil
sought to:

# Provide for the expropriation of
property for a public purpose or in
the public interest.

# Regulate the procedure for the
expropriation of property for a public
purpose of in the public interest,
including payment of compersation.

# ldentify certain instances where the
provision of nil comy may be

onvama Trust land whose trustee is the
Zulu king. We need clarity that this land
will not be affected and expropriated
We call on the public to make their
comment about the expropriation bill."

Mathapelo Siwisa, EFFMP and mem-
ber of the public works and infrastruc-
fure committee, said that the party did
nat support the bill in its current form
as it provided for drcumstances where
compensation would be paid when

erty was ex; fnted
me\’\-'e have ma?i‘:ﬂpntluar that land and
certain properties that used to belong to
the state and might have been sold must
¢ exprof d without comy

“It must be expropriated and fall
under the state, that is the only way we
will support this bill. We have made this
clear and put in our submissions that
we will not be supporting the bill in its
current format,”

Legal expert Mpumelelo Zikalala said
that legal issues arose when land was

without

justand equitable for expropriation in

the public interest.

Opposition parties, the DA, [FP and
the EFE, have all expressed reservations
about the bill in its current fomm.

Earlier this week, Tim Brauteseth,
NCOP DA spokesperson for public works
and infrastructure, said the party was
calling on all South Africans to submit
thelr comments on the expropriation
bill
He said the party was specifically
concerned about the "nil compensa-
thon” clause,

“The party remains deeply concemned
with clause 12(3) of the bill. This pro-
vides for circumstances where it may be
just and equitable for nil compensation
o be paid, when land is expropriated in
the public interest.”

Of further concem was the definl-
tion of property in the bill, he said,

“As the Blll currently stands, it
includes Intellectual property and
moveable assets. The DA is of the view
that expropriation should be limited to
immovable praperty only.”

Sanele Zondo, [FP spokesperson on
public works and higher education, said
the party would not support the bill in
Its current form.

“There are flaws in the bill and we
don't see it benefiting the people of
South Africa. The fact Is for us to support
this bill, it needs to assist the poorest
of the poor. We want this to be made
clear to us.”

Zondo added that they were also
concemed about agricultural land and
what would happen to famers,

"We are also worried about the Ing-

“The Expropriation Bill provides that
tand may be expropriated if it is for a
public purpose or In the public interest
The issue is that if land is expropriated
without compensation, this can be chal-
tenged in a court of law by the affected
parties, This process in court can take
from 24 to 36 months,”

Zikalala said with a court delay in
such cases, any government projects ear-
mirked for the land would be severely
hampered as Treasury provides that
the budget allocated for infrastructure
projects must be used within 24 1o 36
months.

“If not used in that period the money
s returned to the Treasury. This alone
shows why land expropriation without
compensation will not work.”

University of Zululand economics
professor Trshad Kaseeram sald that
land reform in South Africa was nec
essary.

“However, the process s fraught with
oppartunism, patronage, political influ-
ence and notorious bureavcratic stalling,

“Farmer support programmes have
been ineffective, thus far, Less than 20%
of the earmarked land has been trans-
ferred and poor farmer support means
that the land is not meeting the desired
development ideals for farmers,

“Land reform must go hand in hand
with the assurance by the government of
the protection of private property rights
of private individuals and investors,”

Comments can be emailed to
Hlupheka Mtileni at expropriationcom-
mentsparliament gov.za by no later
than Monday, March 6. For enquiries
call Mtileni at D83 709 8448,
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