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EMPOWERMENT

Call for more training colleges to empower the youth

STEVEN MAKHANYA
steven.makhanya@inl.co.za

KWAZULU-NATAL Human Settlements
and Public Works MEC Sipho “KK”
Nkosi has called on the government
to build more Community Education
and Training Colleges (CET) in rural
areas to empower the youth.

Nkosi was speaking at a sewing pro-
gramme certificate handover ceremony
for 93 sewing project beneficiaries who
have been trained as seamstresses and
seamsters through the Expanded Pub-
lic Works Programme (EPWP) to help
empower communities around KZN.

The event took place at the Public
Works offices in Mayville yesterday.
It was held in partnership with the
KZN Department of Economic Devel-
opment, Tourism and Environmental
Affairs through its Operation Vula to
help provide funding for the sewing
project beneficiaries, and to enable
them to start their own business co-op-
eratives,

The sewing students were trained at
the KwaZulu-Natal Community Educa-
tion and Training College in Spring-
field, Durban, from 2021 to 2022, and
were provided with accommaodation
and meals.

EPWP director Mpumi Khumalo
said that the programme aimed to

empower people with much-needed
skills to develop themselves.

CET director Mhlumiseni Mbatha
said that as a collective, the govem-
ment and its stakeholders such as
the Department of Higher Education
and Training should join hands to
empower the youth.

“This is the government’s mission
to address the lack of jobs crisis that
is staring the country in the eye,”
Mbatha said.

“The Economic Development
Department provides funding for
those who want to start their own
co-operatives,” he said.

Nkosi called for the government to
build more CET colleges.

“Instead of rural people flocking
into urban areas, the government
must provide them with education
opportunities where they live. This
will help minimise the problems of
overcrowding experienced in urban
areas,” Nkosi stated.

Sewing programme beneficiary
Zameka Maghekeza said that when
she started the programme it was dif-
ficult, but through her resolve and
determination she persevered.

“Today 1 can make curtains, duvet
sets, face masks, and overalls.

Local Big 5 Municipality ward 3
PR Councillor Agreeneth Hlela, in
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SEWING beneficiaries gathered at the Public Works department offices, Mayville to receive their sewing certificates after their rigorous
training that began in 2021 and ended in 2022. | TUMI PAKKIES African News Agency (ANA)

Hluhluwe, who accompanied 15 of
the beneficiaries, implored the gov-

ernment to provide people who live
in rural areas with more opportunities.
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