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Public protector probing 162 cases
in E Cape government institutions

MPUMZI ZUZILE

The office of the public pro-
tector is investigating 162 cases
imvolving Eastern Cape govern-
ment departments, municipal-
ities and universities.

Legislamire  spokesperson
Lwandile Siewetsha told the
Daily Dispatch thar the acting
public  protector,  Kholeka
Geraleka, had visited the leg:
islature, met the speaker and
agreed to review the existing
agreement between the two
bodies. to strengthen the work
of public protector and over-
sight function of the legisia-
tune.

"The outcome of the agnee-
ment is a briefing of committee
chairpersons on investigations
conducted by the office” he
said

“The purpose of it is to share
information with committee
chairpersons so that they take it
into account when depart-
ments appear before commit-
tees”

He said the collaboration was
Intended to strengthen the leg-
islature’s aversight function.

According 1o the presenta-
tion, the public protector was
imvestigating nine complaints
against the police, including al-
legations relating to their con-
duct in handling a case, assault,
the framing of a suspect for
murder, undue delay in pec-
tifyiing a criminal record, failure

| o allow a complainant teopen

We confirm that [the
department] is
committed to clean
governance and also
respects the rule of
law that governs all
investigation agencies

a criminal case, failure to ap-
point & reservist permanently,
and undue delay in processing
an application for expunge-
ment,

An imvestigation of the leg-
Islature was also under way in
regard  suspected  irregular
working  conditions,  while
complaints against the Butfalo
City TVET Codlege involving the
alleged abuse of state resources,
victimisation ofstaffand misuse
of public funds were also being
looked into,

The public protector was also
investigating one  complaint
against the University of Fort
Hare, imvolving alleged malad-
ministration relating to a soe-
dent’s thesis.

Thirteen complaints regard-
ing the department of educa-
tion were under investigation.

These included the alleged
misuse of funds from the na-
tional lottery, failure to issue a
progress report, undue delay in
paying a salary and fallure to
repair a school roof,

Also included are failure to
pay the salary of an exami-
nation assistant, failure to em-

ploy teachers and ncrease
classrooms, nonpayment  of
overtime, undue delay in pro-
cessing and paying leave gra-
ity and undue delay in issuing
matric resulrs.

Ten complaints involving the
department of health were be-
ing investigated.

Theallegations included non-
payment of pension benefits,
failure to build a clinic and
toilets despite an undertaking
o build them in 2015/2018,
medical negligence and lack of
wccess to health facilities.

Allegarions alse included fail-
ure o pay money o the spouse
of a late employee, unfair ter-
mination ofcontract ofa service
provider, irregular  appoint-
ment and discrimination in the
emplayment process, poor ser-
viee at Sada clinie, nonpayment
of an acting allowance and mal-
administration at Livingstone

Hospital.
Health department
spokesperson Mkhululi

Mdamase said the department
and the MEC weleomed any
effort to ensure improved ser-
vice delivery and accountabil-
ity

“We confirm that [the de-
partment] is committed to
clean governance and also re-
spects the rule of law that gow-
erns all investigation agencies,”
Mdamase saic.

A complaint was being in-
vestigated against the co-op-
erative povernance department

regarding the alleged irregular
sale of land by a chicf

In total. 17 complaints in-
volving the Buffale City Metro
were being investigated.

These involved allegations of
irregular billing, failure to fi-
nalise an investigation into the
irregular deduction for rent. a
health hazard caused by a
neighbour, encroachment, fail-
ure to correct an ermor that
resulted in the handing over of
the complainant to debt col-
lectors, suspension of whisthe-
blowers and various service de-
livery issues,

Other cases under investiga-
tion involved the Coega De-
velopment  Corporation (4],
correctional services (3), the de-
partment of human settlements
{11}, public works (3), social
development {3) and transport
15},

Also being Investigated were
cases  involving  Emalahleni
unicipality (1), Enoch Mgijima
local municipality (2), Flagstatf
Iocal municipality (1), Dr Beyers
Maude municipality (2}, Dr Xu-
ma local municipality (1), In-
xuba Yethemba municipality
{1}, Melson Mandela Bay Metro
{1}, joe Goabi local municipality
(3}, Konga local municipality
{6}, Koukamma municipality
{2}, Makanda municipality (1),
Mbhashe mocal municipality
{2}, Mnquima local municipality
2), Ndlambe municipality (1)
and OR Tambo district mu-
nicipality {1).
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