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Mashatile’s political journey

'tober 1961) is a South African politician

whois currently the deputy president
of the governing African National Congress
(ANC). Before his election to that position
in December 2022, he was ANC treasurer
general from December 2017 and acting ANC
secretary general from January 2022.

Formerly an anti-apartheid activist in

theUnited Democratic Front, Mashatile
was a member of president Jacob Zuma's
first cabinet, serving as minister of arts and
culture between 2010 and 2014. Before that,
he was briefly premier of Gauteng province
from 2008 to 2009. Between 1996 and 2008,
and later between 2014 and 2018, he held
several ministerial portfolios in the Gauteng
provincial government. He remains especially
influential in Gauteng, his home province,
where he was also ANC provincial chairper-
son between 2007 and 2017.

EARLY LIFE AND ACTIVISM

Mashatile was born on October 21,1961

in Gerhardsville, Tshwane, in what is now
Gauteng province. His mother was Marriam
Nomvula Mashatile (b.1937-1938, d. 2020);
she was a domestic worker and Mashatile’s
father was a lay priest.

While a student, Mashatile began his
political career as an anti-apartheid activist
in Alexandra, Gauteng, alongside Obed
Bapala and others.He was a member of the
Congress of South African Students and
co-founded the Alexandra Youth Congress,
becoming the latter’s inaugural president in
1983.n the same year, he represented the
Alexandra Youth Congress at the launch of
the United Democratic Front (UDF) in Cape
Town, and two years later he succeeded Valli
Moosa as UDF regional secretary for South-
ern Transvaal, a position which he held until
the UDF was dissolved in 1991. Later in1985,
under the prevailing state of emergency, he
was arrested for his political activism, and he
was detained without trial until 1989.

RISE IN GAUTENG

When the apartheid government unbanned
the African National Congress (ANC) and
South African Communist Party (SACP) in
1990, Mashatile was recruited to the interim
leadership corps of both organisations and
tasked with helping establish their new legal
structures inside the country and especially
in the PWV region that later became Gaut-
eng, then led by trade unionist Kgalema Mot-
lanthe. Observers have viewed this period as
instrumental insolidifying Mashatile’s sup-
port base and influence in the region. He was
appointed interim regional secretary of the
SACP in 1990, and was in charge of the ANC's
political education programme in the region
between 1991and 1992.1n1992, he was
elected provincial secretary of the Gauteng
ANC, in which capacity he worked alongside
provincial chairperson Tokyo Sexwale.

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT
In 1994, in South Africa’s first democratic

paul Shipokosa Mashatile (born 21 Oc-

elections, he was elected to the Gauteng
provincial legislature and became leader of
the house. Two years later, Mashatile joined
the provincial cabinet, where he served for
the next 13 years, initially as member of the
executive council (MEC) for transport and
public works (1996-1998) and then as MEC
for safety and security (1998-1999). Under
premier Mbhazima Shilowa, he occupied
high-profile portfolios as MEC for human
settlements (1999-2004) and for finance
and Economic Affairs (2004-2008). He was
aclose ally of Shilowa, viewed as the latter’s
right-hand man and protégé. As finance MEC,
he was closely involved in planning the Gau-
train rapid-transit project, and also formu-
lated and established the Gauteng Shared
Services Centre, which centralised the
budget allocations of provincial departments
and which has been criticised as inefficient
and vulnerable to corrupt abuses.

PROVINCIAL ANC

Qver the same period, Mashatile ascended
the ranks of the Gauteng ANC. He remained
provincial secretary until1998, when he

was elected deputy provincial chairperson
under new provincial chairperson Mathole
Motshekga Mashatile was viewed asan
opponent of Motshekga in ensuing years,
during which the ANC’s provincial executive
committee became divided over Mot-
shekga's leadership, leading in 2000 to its
dissolution by the ANC'’s national executive
committee. In 2001, when the provincial par-
ty elected a new leadership, Mashatile was
viewed as a possible successor to Motshek-
ga,but ultimately stood for re-election to the
deputy chairmanship and lost against Angie
Motshekga, wife of Mathole.

In 2004, he again contested the deputy
chairmanship and was again beaten by Mot-
shekga. However, he remained an ordinary
member of the ANC's provincial executive
committee. He also remained a member of
the SACP until at least 2007.

ANC GAUTENG CHAIRPERSON
ELECTION: 2007

At the provincial ANC's next elective con-
ference in 2007, Mashatile launched a bid

for the provincial chairmanship, the most
senior position in the provincial party, run-
ning against fellow MECs Angie Motshekga
and Nomvula Mokonyane. Motshekga was
viewed as his primary competitor; the Mail &
Guardian said that he represented “seniority”
while Motshekga represented “those seeking
achange of blood in the leadership”

Another central issue in the campaign was
the respective stance of the contestants on
the question of leadership succession in the
national ANC, which had grown heated in the
run-up to the party’s 52nd national confer-
ence, to be held in Polokwane in December
2007. Mashatile was widely rumoured to
support neither of the two main candidates
— incumbent ANC president Thabo Mbeki
and incumbent ANC deputy president Jacob
Zuma — but rather to support the underdog

The late president Nelson Mandela
was accompanied by Gauteng

premier, Paul Mashatile after he cast
his ballot for South Africa’s 2009
general election. PHOTOGALLO =

candidacy of Tokyo Sexwale. By contrast,
his opponent in the provincial race, Mot-
shekga, publicly supported Zuma, as did the
ANC Youth League, which had nominated
Mashatile for the provincial chair.

At the conference, which opened in Mid-
rand on October 7, 2007, outgoing provincial
chairperson Shilowa declined a inati

the Sowetan reported that Mashatile faced
division inside the provincial ANC, with
some groups aligned to Mokonyane or the
Motshekgas.

MINISTER OF ARTS AND CULTURE:
2010-2014

was also tobe the na-

to stand for re-election; he was rumoured to
support Mashatile’s bid to succeed him.

On the same day, Mashatile was elected
ANC provincial chairperson, with Mokonyane
as his deputy.

In his closing address to the conference,
Mashatile told attendees that “in Gauteng
there is noindividual position, there is no
Paul Mashatile position on who we will elect
to the national leadership” in December,
promising that the provincial party would
enter into collective discussions to formulate
aunified position. The province ultimately
favoured Zuma in the nominations phase,
and analyst Aubrey Matshiqi estimated that
its support was divided between Mbeki and
Zuma at the conference itself.

PREMIER OF GAUTENG: 2008-2009

On October 7,2008, Mashatile was elected
Gauteng Premier, replacing Shilowa, who had
resigned in protest against the ANC's deci-
sion to remove president Thabo Mbeki from
office. However, Mashatile served as Premier
for less than a year. On May 6, 2009, pursuant
to the 2009 general election, he was replaced
as premier by his deputy in the ANC, Nom-
vula Mokonyane, and was appointed to the
relatively junior position of deputy minister
for arts and culture under newly elected
president Jacob Zuma. This was viewed as
a“slap in the face” for Mashatile, given his
popularityin the province and ANC norms
about reserving premierships for provincial
party chairpersons. In subsequent months,

0 the party’s national executive committee,
Ithough he remained an ex officio member
f the committee in his capacity as provincial
hairperson.

Pursuant to the 2014 elections, Zuma was
e-elected as national president and sacked

Mashatile retreated to the backbenches of
he National Assembly, where he served as
hair of the appropriations committee.

He was also re-glected, unopposed, as ANC
auteng chairperson in October 2014.

He left the national legislature in February
016, when he was appointed MEC for human
ettlements and co-operative governance

in the cabinet of Gauteng premier David
lakhura, a close ally.

He served in the provincial cabinet until
arly 2018, when he took up the full-time
arty position of ANC treasurer general. In

he interim, he remained a fairly staunch op-
onent of Zuma: after the 2016 Constitution-
| Court judgement on Zuma's misconduct

in the Nkandla saga, Mashatile spearheaded
he Gauteng ANC's call for Zuma to step
lown, a call he later repeated in the week
before Zuma wasrecalled by the ANC.

INTHE NATIONAL ANC

ANCTREASURER GENERAL: 2017-2022

On December 18,2017 Mashatile was elected

treasurer general of the ANC at the latter's

54th national conference, which also marked

the end of Zuma'’s term as party president.
Mashatile won 2 517 votes, against 2 178 for

Maite Nk

tional ANC preferred candid;

for ANC provincial chairperson,but at the
elective conference of the Gauteng ANC in
May 2010, Mashatile prevailed decisively, win-
ning re-election by 531 votes to Mokonyane's
356. In the aftermath of the vote, in what
was viewied as an assertion of dominance
over Mokonyane's office, the newly elected
ANC provincial executive instructed Mokon-
yane to reshuffle her cabinet to elevate three
of Mashatile’s allies: Lebogang Maile, Ntombi
Mekgwe, and Humphrey Mmemezi.

Alsoin the aftermath, on October 31,2010,
Zuma announced Mashatile's promotion to
minister of arts and culture. Mashatile was
sworn into the National Assembly in order to
take up the position.

BID FOR ANC TREASURY: 2012

By mid-2012, there were reports that
Mashatile was using his influence within the
party tolobby for Zuma's deposition and
possibly for his own elevation to a national
leadership position.

The Gauteng ANC, and Mashatile person-
ally, publicly supported leadership change in
the ANC ahead of the 53rd national confer-
ence of the ANC in December 2012. At the
conference, Mashatile stood for national
treasurer general ona slate aligned to
presidential challenger Kgalema Motlanthe.
Like Motlanthe, he lost the vote resoundingly,
and Zweli Mkhize was appointed Treasurer
General by 2 988 votes to his 961. He also
failed to gain enough votes to win election

He ran on the slate of winning presidential
candidate Cyril Ramaphosa, and reportedly
partnered with David Mabuza in negotiating
access to that slate. Some

CONTROVERSIES

“ALEX MAFIA”

Mashatile has frequently been identified as
aleading member of the so-called “Alex ma-
fia”—a term whose use was banned in the
Gauteng legislature in 2010,and which refers
to anetwork of politicians and businesspeo-
ple with personal ties originating in Alexandra
township’s anti-apartheid movement. Other
putative members of the “mafia” include
Nkenke Kekanaand Mike Maile, the brother of
Gauteng politician Lebogang Maile. In 2006,
the Mail & Guardian reported that such ties
might have led Mashatile to acquire shares

in asoftware company with state contracts,
possibly creating a conflict of interest.

The Gauteng Integrity Commissioner, Jules
Browde, cleared Mashatile of any impropriety
in December that year, finding that Mashatile
had never exercised his share option and had
declared the shares erroneously.

RESTAURANT EXPENSES

In June 2006, Mashatile, then finance MEC,
caused a minor scandal when he spent

R96 000, charged to his government credit
card, on a single dinner for government em-
ployees at an upmarket French restaurant in
Sandton. The Star newspaper reported that
Mashatile had incurred more than R250 000
in“entertainment” expenses between Febru-
ary and June of that year. Two months later,
Mashatile hosted another government din-
ner at the same restaurant, at a higher cost
of R108 000, and his spokesperson inflamed
the scandal by falsely denying the reports. In
an ensuing investigation, the Gauteng Integ-
rity Commissioner again cleared Mashatile,
this time of allegations that he had misused
his credit cardor ly

have said that Mashatile had a long- ing
and instrumentalrole in engineering Rama-
phosa’s ascent.

The treasurer general position was a full-
time post based out of the ANC's headquar-

der-reported his d

ALEXANDRA RENEWAL PROJECT
Ahead of the 2019 general election, contro-
versy arose around claims that the Gauteng

ters at Luthuli House in

In January 2022, with secretary general
Ace Magashule on suspension and deputy
secretary general Jessie Duarte on sick leave,
Mashatile was appointed acting ANC sec-
retary general; he continued in the position
after Duarte’s death in July.

ANCDEPUTY PRESIDENT: 2022~
On December 19,2022 at the ANC's 55th
national conference, Mashatile was elected
ANC deputy president, serving under Rama-
phosa. By mid-2022 he was widely expected
to contest for one of the party’s top leader-
ship positions,possibly even the presidency.

He emerged as a frontrunner for the depu-
ty presidency during the nominations phase:
he was the favoured candidate of branches
in seven of the party’s nine provinces, with
the exception of the Eastern Cape, which
favoured Oscar Mabuyane, and Mpumalanga,
which favoured Ronald Lamola.

At the conference, he earned just over
50% of the vote, receiving 2 178 votes
against Mabuyane’s 1858 and Lamola’s 315.

had wasted — or its politicians
pilfered — R1,3 billion in funds intended for
the Alexandra Renewal Project, a wel-

fare scheme co-ordinated by Mashatile's
department during his first term as human
settlements MEC (1999-2004). In the course
of ajoint inquiry by the Public Protector and
South African Human Rights Commission,
Mashatile and other officials denied that
any such amount had gone missing or been
allocated in the first place.Mashatile filed a
R2 million defamation lawsuit against oppo-
sition party the Economic Freedom Fighters
andtwo of its leaders, Julius Malema and
Mandisa Mashego, after they implied that he
had been involved in corruption in adminis-
tering the Alexandra Renewal Project.

PERSONALLIFE
Mashatile has two sons and two daughters.
His wife, Manzi Ellen Mashatile, died in July
2020. In November 2020, he launched the
Manzi Mashatile Foundation to promote
educational programmes in her memory.

— Wikipedia.
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