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Mayor Thupane
outlines plans
for Mogale City

Natasha Pretorius
natashap@caxton.co.za

Mogale City — Mogale City Local
Municipality Executive Mayor
councillor Danny Thupane recently
presented his maiden State of the
City Address (Soca) and looked
back on the past year while outli-
ning new plans for the future.

The event was celebrated in style
with a beautifully decorated Cente-
nary Hall. Councillors from various
political parties were also dressed to
impress. Following a parade by Public
Safety officers, the mayor then had
the opportunity to speak to the leaders
of our city. He explained that Mogale
City has an unemployment rate of
47% whereas the national unemploy-
ment rate only stands at 32.9%.

The Krugersdorp News had the
honour of attending the Soca and com-
piled a summary of the most essential
information.

Before the Soca, numerous Inte-
grated Development Plan (IDP) public
participation meetings were held.
These meetings were held in 13 wards
and 536 written and oral suggestions
were received. The mayor said they
will continue to engage by holding
regular sectoral meetings.

Soca 2023 was, however, also com-
piled with the inputs from residents
in mind where resident Sechabeng
Motho suggested that ‘to build trust
and relationships, the mayor should
actively engage with the community”’.

Motho further suggested that regular
Town Hall meetings are organised,
allowing residents from the urban,
township, and rural areas to voice their
concerns and suggestions.

“It is erucial to ensure that these
meetings are inclusive and that all
residents feel heard and valued. The
mayor can also establish advisory
committees or community forums that
represent diverse demographics, pro-
viding a platform for ongoing dialogue
and feedback,” Motho said.

Here are a few important details
which were presented by the mayor
at Soca.

Innovation and local economic
development:

* About 250 new businesses have
been registered

* Chamdor Industrial Park renova-
tions are in Phase 2. The R9.6m pro-
ject employs 20 local small medium
and micro enterprises and will be
completed by September this year

* The Expanded Public Works pro-
gramme initiative has created 1 406
job opportunities

« Thirty emerging farmers are being
supported by the mechanisation
programme

« A total of 70 informal businesses
for the Informal and Micro Enter-
prise Development Programme
disbursements have been approved
« A total of 87 informal businesses
are trading in the new taxi rank in
the CBD

* The municipality wants to com-
mercialise the Krugersdorp Game
Reserve through a public-private
partnership arrangement

One of the most pressing matters at
the moment is the submerged graves
in the Kagiso Cemetery. The problem
stems from the 2021 heavy rains and
resident Rebecca Elizabeth Khumalo
advised the mayor that this is a matter
of urgeney. According to the mayor,
they have allocated R1m to get the
services of an independent hydrologi-
cal engineer who will assist them with
a long-term solution for the water
problem in the cemetery.

According to the mayor, they want
to drain the water from four small
ponds and one small dam behind the
cemetery.

Human settlements and rural
development to be completed:
* By the end of this year, 600 houses
will have been built at the Brick-
vale Mixed Housing Development
in Tarlton. This development will
have 6 490 houses with 180 houses
already allocated to beneficiaries.
This development will be supported
by a 5 megalitre reservoir that will
also be added to service the whole of
Tarlton. This reservoir shall, should
things go well, be completed by the
end of the year

« The Leratong Smart City project
has also started. The project will
have 17 000 houses and the bulk
infrastructure is currently being
constructed. The sewer bulk line for
this development has been comple-
ted and the completion of the bulk
water pipeline is being finalised.
Construction of a 5 megalitre water
reservoir in Leratong has started
and a contractor has been appointed
to undertake planning studies to be
able to construct Phase 2

« It is all systems go for the Mun-
sieville Extension 9 project which
will have 889 housing units that
have already been allocated

+ Unfinished giveaway houses and
those with structural damage in
Rictvallei Proper Ext 1 to 3, Kagiso
Ext 12, and Munsieville Ext 2 and 4
will also be completed

* The municipality’s housing
backlog of 32 000 is down to about
25558

Read more at
krugersdorpnews.co.za

A few constraints with human
and rural development:

« The munieipality recognises that
most developments in Muldersdrift
are not taking off due to bulk infra-
structure constraints in the area

« The Nooitgedacht, or Refentse
Mega City Human Settlement De-
velopment, will also be hampered by
this reality

* The municipality has decided to
acquire suitably located land for the
construction of a sewage treatment
plant which will also support Ethem-
balethu Village in Muldersdrift
Resident Tshenolo Motswe also sug-
gested that municipal land be made
available for people to build for
themselves. The municipality will be
selling stands for residential, church,
and business purposes. It was men-
tioned that hostel audits will be done
to ensure that those residing there
are authorised to do so
Infrastructure service
successes:

« The municipality successfully
maintains 1 214km of road in the
city. This consists of 940km of’
paved road, 114km of gravel road

« Roads in Kagiso, Lusaka, Azaad-
ville, and Munsieville have been
maintained to eradicate potholes

« A total of 2 470m of stormwater
pipes; 1 923 catch pits and 83 storm-
water outlets have been cleaned and
various stormwater catch pits and
manholes repaired

« A total of 27 860 customers have
been supplied with electricity

* 14km of old asbestos cement water
pipes in Noordheuwel are being
replaced. However, R2b in revenue
is needed to run efficient electricity
services with only R1.2b in revenue
brought in from electricity usage
Because of an overloading risk, a
project to construct a power line bet-
ween Factoria 33kV substation and
Libertas substations in Noordheuwel
will be undertaken

Social development and health
a serious concern:

« The department is considering es-
tablishing park homes for homeless
persons to assist with the homeless
drug users in the CBD and other
areas

« Six child-headed families in
Tarlton and Swaneville received

12 months of support in terms of
groceries (at R400 per person) and
other items from the municipality in
partnership with the South African
Local Government Association and
Council for Debt Collectors. The
municipality is working on adding
more families to this programme

« Of the 4 838 houscholds who ap-
plied for indigent support,

Councillor Lucky Sele. Mayor Danny Thupane.

4 274 were approved

* The Kagiso Community Hall
was re-opened and the munici-
pality is busy with the con-
struction of the Kagiso Elderly
Centre

The mayor stated that libraries in
the city will be maintained and
refurbished, and the Krugers-
dorp Museum will also receive
some attention.

Governance, corporate
support and finance:

« Councillors will have to attend
ethics and anti-corruption work-
shops and code of conduct post-
ers have been placed in strategic
places in the municipality to be
seen and studied by employees,
stakeholders and the public

« Employees, stakeholders, and
the public are encouraged to use
hotline numbers on the posters
to report allegations of miscon-

duct or complaints against mu-
nicipal employees anonymously
without fear of reprisal

« Municipal staff regulations
will be rolled out to ensure that
all job profiles are compliant
with regulations and ensure that
skilled and qualified employees
are appointed into positions

* An electronic version of the
municipal newspaper will be
released in the last week of July
Regarding the licensing
department:

* Licensing services will be ex-
tended by establishing a satellite
licensing centre in Magaliesburg
« Licensing services will be
modernised by introducing
a drive-tough facility for the
renewal of licences

* A courier service for the
delivery of licence cards will be
introduced
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