<OD> Meltwater

Qutside Insight

Page: 3

Publication: Daily News - Main
Title: eThewini ignores our service woes, claim Ward 58 residents
Publish date: 19 Apr 2023

Reach: 8918
AVE:R 14957.71

Author: Ntuthuko Mlondo

AWFUL CONDITIONS

eThewini ignores our service woes, claim Ward 58 residents

NTUTHUKD MLONDO
Al mokondo@inl co.za

WARD 58 residents who have raised
coneerns with the €T hekwini Munici-
pality about service delivery issues are
unhappy at the City's lack of action.
Local Councillor Geoft Pullan said
that during a ward committee meeting,
miltiple issues were @ised = no indi-
vidual feedback on ward 58 problems;
poor state of ablution facilities at all
10 informal settlements in the wand;

the casuarina trees falling in windy
weather in the Thuthukani settlement;
and the low ward committee stipends.

“Apparently other mettos pay sub-
stantially higher stipends,” said Pullan.

Street lights were being poorly
maintained/serviced throughout the
ward and formal and informal set-
tlements, commercial and industrial,
urban and rural, municipal and pro-
vincial roads were all poory serviced.

Shintshani experiences all of the
above problems mentioned in the

aforementioned areas. New Glasgow
Road has roads in awful condition.
Thundertown, Ezeweni in Magwaveni
RDP housing scheme area and River-
view, Drive In; all have terrible access
issues,” said “The access roads in
informal areas such as Lungelani have
been reported to be in poor condition.
Pholani's formal access road is full of
potholes, Thuthukani’s short sccess
tracks are almost unusable; Coniston's
access tracks are eroding, Hilltop has
potholes and is in poor condition.

Pullan said all the sewer pump
stations were spewing sewage into the
rivers and streams and then into the
sed, the road verges and parks were
not attended to and the cutdoor gyms
were in a poor state.

"Municipal buildings are generally
not looked after and the opportunity
for the local community to fix up
and use the abandoned toilet block
at the beach at Westbrook Beach is
minimal, There's huge erosion at the
La Mercy lapoon where the shop is

being undermined and much of the
parking area and kawn has disappeared.
There are constant water and electric-
ity outages in many parts of the ward,”
said Pullan.

He noted that the Expanded Public
Waorks Programme (EPWT) was meant
to create jobs for residents within
the ward, but those positions were
occupied by non-ward residents 'ul-
lan said, “This means these workers
travel in from elsewhere, taking taxi
fares and time to get to ward 58 That
is why many of them arive late and
leave early."

Pullan said that the committee
would like the Speaker’s response to
the Municipal Demarcation Board
(MDB), on the possibility of ward 58,
6l and 62 being removed from eThek-
wini

eThekwini spokesperson Lindiwe
Khuzwayo said all issues raised should
be reported to the relevant depart-
ments for assistance and a reference
number, "It is difficult to respond to
issues without specifics.” |

However, our teams do their best to
respond to matters that are reported,”
said Khuzwayo.

WihatsApp vour views on this story at
071 485 7995

LOCAL councillor Geoff Pullan. | GCINA
NOWALANE

Page 1 of 1

www.meltwater.com/za | Cape Town: +27 21 838 5100 | Johannesburg: +27 11 028 2172 | Copyright © Meltwater News (Pty) Ltd.



https://www.meltwater.com/za

