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Infrastructure
backlog a
needless mess

nfrastruciure SA (154) Is a classic of the Ramaphosa ers. With a

I RGOOm budget “for profect preparation”, i wes incorporated

ot of the nfrasiructure and investment offioe in the presi-

dency to review and align the mandates of the Presidential Infra-

siructure Co-ardinating Commission Technicad Task Team (PICC

T and the brosder public institutional framework for the deliv-
ery of public infrastruchure”, it says on iis wiebsiie

There 1= no better way to Qlustrate that nothing has been
achleved than o forther quote s website: “Headed by Dr
Kemslentsho Ramokgopa, with minister Paricia de Lille over
seing the programime s its executive authority, 154 reparts (o
ihe Presidential Infrasiruciore Co-ordinating Commission Coun
il chaired by Prosident Cyril Ramaphosa®

In Faeet. D Lille moweed o tourism in March, st the same time as
Ramokgopa was appointed as the new electricity mindster. There
5 @ new minlster of public works & infrastruchure, Sihle Zikalala,
who appears to have found the cupboand bare affer taking office.
Reenrvagging i the dusty commers of 154 he mey have foud what
is visible o the rest of us wib®ly and incoherent word salads
abot strategic visions, planning, govermanoe and “inlrasiocire
stenarios”. The website still proudly keoks Forward 0 a green
hyddrogen conference in November 2022,

BEut there is no Infrastmecture pipeline o speak of What,
indeed, has [SA achieved? The answer lies in the minister’s reply
oo parliamentary question. The dearth of progress is due fo-“in-
frastrucure underspend due to poor project preparation and lack
of capability and capacity in the public sector” In other words,
due o 154 previous leadership dofng litde of substance. The
st recent report on its websile describes a “two-day working
programme” that "alkowed [SA to gain infrestrocture instghis"

There are three reasons oo wormy about this. For staners,
REOOm should by considerably more than drivel on a websie,
SA B crying out for efficient and pocessible infrastructure 1o
srease e wheeels of the econamy. But, so weak has ESA been that
its curent minister of puldlic works & infrstrocture understands
why private sector investors ase keeping a wide berth.

“Given the risks and wncertainties of project preparation, the
private sector has understandably been hesitant o get imeobved
churing the early stages of Infrastruchure projects or peogrammes.”
He also cited gangsterism and crime, News2d reported. It is
important that government Invesis in project preparation.” oon
cludied the man runiing the govermments REODm project pregs -
radion programimie

“This investment gap leaves a RLG-trillion hole in infrastrecture
that aclds neediess costs and friction to every facet of SA life. It has
real-life consequences for ondinary people who wani rains,
roands and bogestics that dio the basics.

It b oof gresst comcesm uat ISAS inaction B the legacy of our cuar-
rent electricity minister. As tmelines ar Koeberg, Kosile and
Medupi power stitions sBp. il is hardly necessary ioosay thist his
performance in dealing with the energy crisis af the heart of our
economy s matakse negds to be on an entirely diffevent level
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