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No-one at
home but

taxpayers
foot RIOOmM
upkeep bill

Ey AMANDA KHOZA
and THABO MOKONE

® [t has cost taxpavers almost RIOOmM to
keep the lights om, the taps mnning and o
spruce up President Cyril Ramaphosa’s
state-allocated homes in Pretora,  Cape
Toawn and Durban sinee he came Lo power in
2018

This is acconding 0 a written reply by
puhlic works minister Sihle Zikalala to par-
lamentary questions from DA MP Lean
schreiber.

The pullic purse Bas forked oul the mil-
lions despite Ramaphosa mostly using the
state houses as offices rather than as the res-
fdential accommodation they were designed
0 e, sources say.

The president prefers the comior of his
Tuxuriaus homes in op-notch suburbs Hyde
FPark in Johannesburg and Fresnaye in Cape
o,

The money was spent by pablic works o
provice water and lights, pay properiy rales
and taxes, and provide maintenance services
that cost more than Rilm at Pretoria’s Mah-
lamba Nedlopfu in the 2008/ 2009 financial
vear alone.

Siluated in Pretoria’s Brynlirion Estate,
e residence is said wbe e one tat Rama-
phosy oocupies the most,

The depariment has  spent  around
R325,000 on water and alectricity, RL1m on
property rates and taxes and R2%9m on main-
tenance since 2008,

At Oliver Tambo House, which is for
deputy president Panl Mashatile, RI2Zm has
been spenl on mainlenance and the waler
and dleciricity bill stands al R2Gm. while
around RIS0,000 has been spent on rates
and taxes.

Mashatlle does not stay at the house, pre-
ferring his private residence in Midrand's
high-end Waterfall City.

AL the presidential residence in Cape
Town, Genadendal in the Groote Schuur Es-
tate, R10.9m has been spent on electricity
and water while about R5.6m has beon spent
o maintenance.

At Durhan's 1L Dube House, RESm has
been pald for electricly and water, with
property rates amd taxes costing R7.2m and
maintenance RY.8m since 2018,

Aboul BG.2m was spent o renovale the
house when Ramaphosa took office, but the
depariment and the Presidency have de-
clined to detall the expendimre.

While the total expenditure for water and
electricity, property mies and taxes, main-
ftenance and renovations at all the official
residences stands al R95.2m, a source close
o the president wld the Sunday Times that
Ramuphosa prefers o stay at his private
homes.

“It did mot start with him, because
Phumzile Miambo-Ngcuka, when she was
the deputy president, stayed in her house in
Sandton, She did not stay at Oliver Tambo
House,” the sounoe said.

“The same with president Kgalema Mot-
lanthe . they stayed al their private resid-
ENCES.

“lacoh Fuma and Thabo Mbekl used the
state houses .., when this president [Rama-
phosal was the deputy president, he bought
a piece of land [in Cape Town] and started
building his current house, where he stays.

“The state house has a Tull sl comple-
ment that Is employed by the state 0 make
sure that he is OK, prepare the food when
there Is going to be a meesing,

“This is 10 ensure that just in case he goes
tere, he has evervibing he needs, and
everything is in place.

“The cleaners, helpers, chels, gandeners,
security and butlers are ahways available o
serve a sitting heai of state and the second In
command, whether they occupy the state
residences of not,” the souree said.
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Another source who asked not to be named
=aid: “Every time he is in Durban, he uses the
residence. In Pretoria they wsed the resldence
a bot under Jacob Zuma because he used (o Hve
there, Ramaphosa enly uses them when there
is a state visit and as an office rather than a
place o five”

During the Puma era, City Press e
ported that akmost Ribn worth of
upgraces had been planned for
the Bryntirion Fstate, inchud
Ingl an “executive health fa-
cility”,

Presidency  spokesper-
=00 Vincent Magwenya re
Terred the Sunday Times to
Zikalala's odfice.

Pulilic works spokesper-
son Lennox Mabaso sakd they
had a duty to malntaln the

were fully occupied by the
preskdent or no.

“These are nol persoml propenies but
state properties that cannot be beft to deterior
ate, 1t is malicious thinking o assume that
they are properties of the public office bearers
Tt are wsing them,

“Malintenance on these properties is con-
ducted Based an the malitenance cycle, not
based on the individual principal’s wishes or
desires. Al expenditure i budgeted for
presented in various budget votes, and voted
Tor in parfiament. The president or the Presid-
ency or pafiamentarians do not commission

Millions spent on president’s homes

any work onthese properties.”

He said because most of the structiares
were built more than 100 years ago, they re-
guired regular maintenance and renovations.

“The department of pubilic works conducts

dng conditional assessments and all sub-
sequent maintenance, upgrades amd renova-
tions where necessary, and these are entirely
the responsibility of the depariment in s ca
pacity as the custodian of the govern
ment Emmovable assets, land amd
barifdlings.
“There are costs assockated
with maintenance. Most of
these structures have hegun
e suecumb o the ravages of
Firme, pulling a sirain on the
Sucoessive mainienane
budgets of the department.”

The government has pre
served the properties as part of

the natlonal heritage and the

properiies,  whether  1heV  President Cyril Ramaphosa  Dudget for the upkeep of the

residences is approved in par-
liament, he said

Schreiber has slammed governmenl ex
prenditure on houses Ramagshosa is not using
Tully.

“What makes Ramaphosa’s conduct partic-
ularly abharrent is the open secret that he
does not even live at these properties. Instead
ourr out of uch president spends most of his
time it his variows luxury properties,”

He said Bamaphosa would be reported o
the pubslic protector for possible breaches of
the ministerial handbook and the execulive
ethics code.
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