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Parlerrartan Comespondent

The department of trade. indus
iry & competition. which has a
cuctal robe o play In energy
regulation under the electriciy
stale of disaster, has embarked
on several initiatives o carry out
its ekt

Trade, industry & competi-
tion minister Ebrahim Pated iodd
MPs on Toesday the department
and Its entides have o retool and
shifi stafl and resources from
aviginally budgeted areas 10 deal
with thelr expandimg work in
lackling SAs energy  supply
comstizings.

Patel outlined  eight actions
which the department and i
entites — such & the Indusiriel
Drevelopavent Corparation (1],
thee SA Burcaun of Standards
[SARS) amad the  Competion
Cormaission ~ hive embarked
on, which “constitue o major
new foews for thie DTIC group”.

He was sddressing parlia-
ment's rade & industry com
mitiee on the  department’s
third-guanter performance

I the new linancial year,
consideration will be given w
rechephoying stall 1o the Emergy
OneStop Shop  managed by
IrvestSA which aims o provide
a single window through which
posver-generating  companies
ca ebain ll the pecessary gov
ermment approvals, The aim is o
ineremse lurmaround  dmes by
helping  imvestors (o submit
applications.

Patel said the IDC inwvestment
plpetine for reneswable energy

generation had projects with the
poential ] comiribuic
BOSGMW 1o the grid, though he
cautioned that not all of them
will come on stream. The corpo
raffon’s current portlolio con
sisis of 953MW across 24 pro
jects in four provinees,

The department has abso
Eiven independent power jro
ducers  additional — regulstony
Aexibility in how fo mplement
BEE requirements

“To accelerate the regulsony
process, the [depariment]. the
Independent Power Producers
Office amd e depariment of
mineral  pesources E o energy
hanve established close working
redations W address regulaony
neads @y they arise.” Patel sald.

“This includes conshderation
of a customised BEE scorecard
which takes accouni of the
unigue charscteristics of elec
ricily projects, The department
of public works and infrastruc
ture has a customised scorecard
o enable faster updake of roodiop
solar on public bulldings. The
[depariment] will pursue the
ransformation  imperative
necessairy for inclusive growth

while improvimg regalsory
Diesihility”

Last week, Patel issued drafi
regulations  that would  allow
specified energy suppliers
collaborate without Ealling foul of
the Comperiion Act, Two biock
exemptions  have  been pub
lished for pubilic comment.

Another prmoject established
by the department, the IDC and
the National Empowerment
Fund 15 a R1L3hn blended funding
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® Major new focus for his department. Patel tells MPs

Facility bo e Fauneched on Al 1
o support. companies alfecied
by load-shedding,

The schems will assist com-
panies with working capital io
sof up aliemative energy solu
tions  inchuding  solar  panels,
Iverters and - energy-efficient
intervenitions. The fund will also
provide support 1o bocal compso-
nent manufacturers of rooflop
sodar panels, hattery  storage,
cabling and ransformers.

“The facility s priced at con
cessional rates for the period of
the loan Escility,” Pare] saicl

Through the 1DC, a grant lund
has been established 10 add
township and rural businesses
with capital cquipment, techni
cal support and - nonfinancisl
asslstance.

The IDC has apgroved four
targeted energy resilience imer
ventions o suppart firms on
hath the demand and  supply
sides of the energy crisis. The
energy  resilience  transition
scheme, with a fund targed of
R2bn, aims 1o help companies
hecome enargy resilient through
generalion and efficiency mea
siires, The scheme will open foe
applicutions in Moy, June,

The energy transition financ
gt scheme, with a fund target of
R200m. alms (o provide com
panies with shost-term working
capatal o deal with the effects of
ol - sheddeding.

Anather scheme aimed at the
[nealisation ol key components,
with a fund target of RE0C0m, will
finance bocal manufacturers of
lithium-ion  batteries,  roofiop
sofar panels. lwerlers, frans

Implementation: Trade, ndustry & competition minister Ebabim
Patel is tackling SA's power supply constraints. /Fraddy Mavunda

Farmers and cabling,

The fourth intervention is the
township  and  moral - energy
resilience scheme. with o fumd
target of R200m, which will
provide grant funding for -
ship and noral businesses for
energy backup ecquipment and
warking capital

Meanwhile, the SABS has
published 13 standands aligned
to the scope of aliematives
renewahle energy generation as
well as to assist with energy effi
ClETICY MEdsIres,

The Natiomal Regulator for
Comnpulsory Specifications
(NRCS) has submitied @ new
proposed regulation for general
service lamps (lizht balbs) that
will encourage ihe use of LED
lamps because of thelr energy

saving polential The proposal is
undler consideration by the
department,

Pated said the NRCS had been
wiwking on a range of energy-
efficiency  regulations thar set
minkmum energy performance
rxuirements  for  appliances,
general service Rimps, goysers
and clectdc motors. He hoped
this work could be concluded in
the next three io four months.

The department has asbed
regqulsiony hodies such as the
Coonpedition  Commission,  the
Matiomal Comsumer - Comimis
sion and the NRCS 1o keep a
watch out for price gouging amd
price-lixing in alternative elec-
tricity supply markets such as
solar panels and batteries.
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